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EEC Economic Unity Stressed 


The slow increase of production with- 
in the European Community as a whole 
and the need and potential for a new, 
noninflationary industrial expansion 
based on unutilized plant and labor 
capacity were cited by Vice President 
Robert Marjolin of the European Eco- 
nomic Commission, speaking to the 
Economic Committee of the European 
Parliamentary Assembly on April 26. 

Acknowledging the possibility that 
such expansion may result from ortho- 
dox interaction of economic forces 
within each of the member states of 
the Community, Mr. Marjolin observed 
that if this did not occur, . the 
Governments of the Community ought 
not to hesitate to use all the means at 
their disposal to assure satisfactory 
economic development.” ‘The Commis- 
sion,” he continued, “is of the opinion 
that a coordinated policy of the mem- 
ber states would be the best means to 
accelerate the economic expansion of 
the Community.” 








Mr. Marjolin reported that the 
of recent Commission contacts on 
score with the individual national] 
ministrations permitted the affirmajj 
that “the possibility of a coording 
economic policy exists.” 


The release to the press of Mr, My 


jolin’s statement is construed ag 
dence that the Commission hopes 
intervene effectively in the coordinatj 
of member state economic policy, 
immediate arena of the desired ip 
vention is indicated by Mr. Marj 
suggestion that such “coordinated 
ought . . . to facilitate the action 
those countries which are in the 
difficult situation.” Specifically, he 
nounced the Commission's readiness 
consult with the Belgian Gover 
on the possibilities for common acti 
to accelerate the latter’s eco 
recovery.—U.S. Mission to the Euro 
Communities, Brussels, 





Foreign Businessmen 


The Secretary of Commerce invites 
foreign businessmen to call on the De- 
partment of Commerce in Washington, 
and on the Department’s Field Offices, 
for advice and guidance in broadening 
their contacts with the United States. 
The plans of these visitors are an- 
nounced each week under “World Trade 
Leads” in Foreign Commerce Weekly. 

Many of these businessmen call at 
the Department's Field Offices seeking 
connections with American suppliers of 
a large variety of raw materials and 
manufactured goods and with agents 
and distributors of imported merchan- 
dise. 

Additional information on this service 
may be obtained from any of the Com- 
merce Field Offices. 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., 321 Post Office Bidg., 
Phone: 7-0311 

Attente | 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 Luckie 
St., N.W., — 2-4121. 


Boston 9, Mass. S. Post Office and 
ee ee Bids. Lperty 2-5600. 

Buffalo 3, N 504 Federal Bidg., 117 
Ellicott St. ‘mAdison 4216. 


Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas 
Bidg., West End Broad “3 Phone: 2-7 


Cheyenne, Wye., 207 Majestic Bidg., 16th bay 


and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-8931. 
Chicago 6, Lll., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Blv ANdover 3-360. 


Cincinnati 2, Ohie, 915 Fifth Third Bank 
Bidg., 36 E. Fourth St. DUnbar 1-2200. 
Cleveland 1, Ohio, Federal Reserve Bank 
ef E. éth St. and Superior Ave. CHerry 
7 


Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104 Merchandise Mart, 
Riverside §-5611. 


Call at Field Office; 


Denver 2, Cole., 
KEystone 4-4151. 


Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
WOodward 3-9330. 


Greensboro, N. C., 407 U. 8. Post Office 
Phone: 3-8234. 


Housten 2, Tex., 610 Scanian Bidg., 
Street. CApitol 2-7201. 


Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 


406 


Jacksonville 7 
ELgin 4-7111 


Kansas City ‘. Mo., Room 2011, 911 W 
St. BAltimore 1-7000. 


Les Angeles 15, Calif., 
Broadway, Richmond 9-4711. 


Memphis $3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 
JAckson 6-3426. 


Miami 32, Fla., 316 U. S. Post Office 
FRanklin 9-543. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
FEderal 2-3244. 


New Orleans 12, 
EXpress 2411. 


New York 1, N. Y¥., Empire State Bidg, 
LOngacre 3-3377. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., Jefferson Bidg., 
Chestnut St. WAlinut 3-2400. 


Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 
ALpine 8-5851. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Grant 1-5370. 

Pertiland 4, Oreg., 
Bidg. CApital 6-3361. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: } 

Richmond 19, Va., Room 309 Parcel 
Bldg.. MIliton 4-9471, 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg,, 
MAin 1-8100. 


Salt Lake Cit 
EMpire 4- 2582, 


La., 333 St. Charies 


Old U. 8. Court 


217 


1, Utah, 222 SW. Templt 


San Francisco 11, Calif... Room 419 
house. YUkon 6-3111. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse 


P. O. Bldg. ADdams 2-47565. 


Beattie 4, Wash., 809% Federal Office 
909 First Ave. MUtual 2-3300. 
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oordinatig materials. Public works either initiated or planned included a hospital, 


policy, Twpridges, roads, schools, and housing. 
New loans were authorized to finance electrification and port con- 







jolig struction projects. 


conomic Gains Stressed 

President of Panama has expressed 
imism for Panama’s future, pointing 
that the Government’s refunding 
m of December 1958 strengthened 
the country’s credit position; that Pan- 
“lama has developed into an authentic 
uction center; that scheduled public 
‘works and development projects will 
put new money into circulation and pro- 
vide employment; and that costly proj- 
ects initiated in the Canal Zone will 
have a favorable impact on Panamanian 
economy for the next 4 or 5 years. 

Tie National Assembly has author- 
ized the Administration to contract new 
f ° loans of $4.5 million to finance an elec- 

fices trification program for the Central 

Provinces and an $11-million loan to 
fnance construction of the Port of 
ae Colon. Bonds for financing construction 


n the 








ldg. of the Tocumen Airport project, $750,- 
000, for purchase of two school build- 
t Office Bll ings, $625,000, and for construction of 
streets, $750,000, may be issued in the 
1g., 406 Mit Second quarter of 1958. 
1 Bldg. However, the Government’s current 
deficit financing is causing concern. Col- 
911 Waimt lections in the first quarter were 9 per- 
cent below calculated estimates, and ex- 
450, 108] penditures exceeded anticipated needs 
by 15 percent. 
Crop Yields Show Surplus 
Office Panama closed its 1958-59 crop year 
oul with harvests of coffee, corn, sugar, 
P and possibly rice exceeding domestic 
Charies anf Needs. The coffee crop, officially esti- 
mated at 70,000 quintals, is at least 20 
'e Bidg, f percent larger than the previous crop 
with an exportable surplus’ placed at 
Bidg., 8) 2000 quintals (1 quintal=100 lbs.). 
The corn crop reached 1.7 million quin- 
ts tals. To make possible the purchase 
and storage of the new corn crop, 68,000 
quintals were exported by Instituto de 
- Courthal Fomento Economico (IFE) at a sub- 
stantial loss and its sale price was low- 
rone: 27M ered to $2.50 a quintal to encourage 
Parcel P®) increased local consumption. 
1 Bldg, The sugar crop may exceed 600,000 
yf Quititals before the rains halt grinding. 
- Templt} Production of refined sugar is estimated 
at 550,000 quintals. Some 90,000 quin- 
419 tals will be exported and an additional 
22000 to 25,000 quintals will be sold 
rthouse 
oftice Bip May 25, 1959 





to U.S. Canal Zone agencies. Production 
of panela should equal 1958 yield of 
60,000 quintals. The 1958-59 rice crop 
is éstimated at 2.5 million quintals, 
500,000 to 800,000 quintals larger than 
the previous crop. Chiriqui mechanized 
rice growers have requested and ob- 
tained Government financing up to 
$250,000 for the 1959-60 crop. 


Banana Production Down 


Banana production of the Panama 
plantations of Chiriqui Land Company 
has suffered two early blowdowns which 
have. destroyed approximately 1.5 mil- 
lion plants. Exports totaled 1,932,324 
stems in the first quarter, some 303,000 
stems less than the 1958 level. Expendi- 
tures in 1958 for the company’s opera- 
tions in Panama totaled $19.4 million, 
including wages of.$10.7 million for an 
annual average of 9,713 employees, and 
taxes to the Government of $5.7 million. 

A new company backed by Swiss cap- 
ital has negotiated a contract with the 
Government for production of bananas 
in the Darien region. The proposed 
contract, awaiting legislative approval, 
provides for the use of 24,000 hectares 
of public land, 2,000 of which must be 
put into cultivation within the first 2 
years with 500 hectares added each 
succeeding year until 8,000 hectares 
are in cultivation. Annual rental is 
placed at 25 cents a hectare and a 
minimum of $250,000 must be invested 
in equipment and agricultural activities 
within the first 2% years. 


New Enterprises Formed 


Increased milk production has brought 
further expansion in processing facil- 
ities. The Chiriqui milk company in- 
troduced its canned evaporated milk, 
Santana, on the local market in March, 
and its first butter moved into the mar- 
ket in January. Expanded production 
will include whole powdered milk, con- 
densed and evaporated milk, butter, and 
cheese. A new milk plant at Penonome, 
Cremeria Chela, S.A., opened March 
24. It will specialize in different types 
of cheeses but will also produce butter, 
pasteurized milk, skimmed milk, and 
buttermilk, The plant has a daily ca- 
pacity of 2,500 liters of fresh milk. 

New companies for manufacture of 


Panama's Economic Outlook Better 


Panama’s economic outlook improved in the first quarter of 1959. 
Basic food production exceeded domestic requirements. The building 
industry continued at a boom level, with local plants contributing new 


polyethylene bagging, batteries for au- 
tomobiles and heavy equipment, edible 
oils, and fruit juices have been added 
to the group of local industries granted 
special concessions and privileges under 
Law 25 of February 7, 1957. 


By Law 18 of January 28, 1959 Pan- 
ama legalized numbered bank accounts. 
Such accounts are available to both 
foreigners and nationals and secrecy as 
to identity of the owners is assured 
by controlling legislation. Banco Nacio- 
nal de Panama has opened 10 branches 
in the interior, and Chase Manhattan 
Bank established a representative's of- 
fice in Chitre. 


Building Soars in Most Sectors 


Construction continued at boom level 
during the first quarter of 1959. The 
value of construction permits issued in 
Panama City was just under $4 million, 
some 86 percent above the 1958 level. 
The $1.5-million Social Security Hospi- 
tal and two produce centers with a com- 
bined value of nearly $400,000 were 
among, the projects for which permits 
were issued. Permits issued in Colon 
were valued at $38,600, with all new 
building residential. The national steel 
mill, which initiated operations in 1958, 
obtained its first and largest order of 
394 tons of steel reinforcing rods for use 
in construction of the Social Security 
Hospital. 


As a measure to increase the building 
industry and give employment, the In- 
dustrial Syndicate has requested the 
Government to extend decree law No. 9 
of 1954 which granted a 5-year tax 
exemption on all new construction and 
remodeling of buildings carried out be- 
tween February 1954 and December 
1959. Improvements in the water sys- 
tem under the Government's project for 
modernization of the water and sewer 
system of Panama City are nearing 
completion, and work on the sewer sys- 
tem will be initiated immediately.’ 

Contracts were entered into between 
Instituto de Vivienda y Urbmismo (IVU) 
and local contractors for the construc- 
tion of a road to bypass San Miguelito, 
a squatter area in the capital city, and 
water mains were installed in Nuevo 
Cristobal. 


Development of a housing project at 
Punta Paitilla, a Panama City suburb; 
zoning plans for Panama City and 
Colon, and a residential plan for San 
Miguelito are under study. 

Projects approved but still pending 
are aerial photograps of the city of 


(Continued on page 14) 
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Belgian Economy Seen Rallying 


Although the Belgian economy in the first quarter of 1959 was still 
undergoing a recession, activity in general had been stabilized at its 
current level for approximately a year. Signs of an eventual broad 
recovery were more noticeable by the end of the quarter. 

Coal production, however, was lower, but pithead stocks increased. 
Improvement in the steel and construction industries was apparent and 
a rather general revival of export demand was becoming perceptible. 

Foreign trade was down from the preceding quarter but the Gov- 
ernment was attempting to stimulate exports. New measures were in- 
troduced in Parliament to attract investment in Belgium and to induce 
location of investment in specified regions. 

The money market was characterized by very high liquidity with 
private demands for funds at a record low. Public demands for funds, 
however, were high. The Government moved to increase tax revenue 
while seeking ways to curtail expenditures. 


Coal Industry Depressed 


The depressed condition of the coal 
industry continued throughout the first 
quarter. Production in the period was 
only 5.7 million tons compared with 6.4 
million in the preceding quarter and 
7.6 million in the first quarter of 1958. 
February strikes in the coal fields 
caused an output loss of 360,000 tons 
and further reduction came from con- 
siderable part-time mine closings. Pit- 
head stocks for the quarter, however, 
continued to mount, reaching 7.4 million 
tons at the end of March, against 6.9 
million at the end of December 1958 
and 3.2 million in March 1958. 


Sales of Belgian coal were hampered 
by increased receipts of coal from West 
Germany and the Netherlands, reaching 
the unusually high level of 625,000 tons 
in the first 2 months of the year. Im- 
ports from the United States totaled 
324,000 tons in the same period. The 
Government renewed its appeals to the 
European Coal and Steel Community 
(ECSC) for a declaration of “manifest 
crisis” and for the allocation of Com- 
munity production and _ third-country 


import quotas. Although the idea gained - 


ECSC High Authority acceptance, ap- 
proval had not been given. 


Efforts were continued to close un- 
economic mines, resulting in protest 
strikes during February in a majority 
of Belgian mine fields. With discontent 
centered in the Borinage Basin, the coal 
strike brought into sharp relief the lack 
of industrial diversity in the Borinage 
and stimulated efforts at regional “re- 
conversion” there and in other areas. 
A corporation was formed by a group 
of influential private interests for the 
purpose of promoting regional rehabili- 
tation, 


See! Orders Increasing 


Steel production in the quarter 
amounted to 1,458,000 tons, down 2 per- 
cent from the preceding quarter and 6 
percent from the first quarter 1958, Of 
more significance, however, was the 
very strong revival in export demand 


4 





which first became perceptible around 
the end of the year. By March a strong 
rise in non-ECSC export prices had 
occurred for the first time in 2 years, 
and order books were again filling up 
rapidly—30 percent more orders being 
placed in February than a year ago and 
70 percent more in March. New business 
was slower in Belgium and in the other 
ECSC courtries, partly because of the 
depressing effect of French devaluation 
on steel prices. Signs of an awakening 
domestic demand began to appear, how- 
ever, by the end of the quarter. 


AGEFT estimates placed metal manu- 
factures output at about the same level 
as in the preceding quarter and about 
8 percent less than one year before. The 
volume of new export orders reportedly 
was picking up, but the domestic mar- 
ket was still sluggish. 

Conditions in other industries varied, 
although there seemed a general ten- 
dency toward recovery in many. The 
fourth quarter 1958 improvement in the 
textile industry was not fully sustained. 
Sales on the home market were satis- 
factory, as consumer spending remained 
high, but exports lagged and prices re- 
mained weak. The glass industry con- 
tinued to thrive, stimulated in part by 
a strike in the United States, its most 
important market. Paper recovered from 
its yearend set back, petroleum was 
close to its record level set late in 1958, 
and nonferrous metals maintained its 
revival. Electricity production, how- 
ever, stayed several points off its 1957- 
58 peak of activity. 

Although the usual seasonal respite 
made an assessment difficult, the long- 
awaited recovery in construction seems 
to have begun, indicated by increased 
building permits issued and new invest- 
ment obligations in the public sector. 


Foreign Trade Slow 


Figures for Belgium-Luxembourg 
trade for the first quarter are incom- 
plete but will probably reveal a seasonal 
drop in both imports and exports from 
the last quarter of 1958, Despite this, 







various factors in the economy indig 
a tendency toward relative stabilit 
Imports for January and February we 
just above the similar months in 195 | -jeciall 
reaching a total of 25,649 million franes [jyelop! 
while exports for the quarter were 9 tua 
most 6 percent below the comparab,|\ genet 
quarter a year earlier, totaling 37,3i§}jg mor‘ 
million. Imports from the United State |md less 
in January increased over the Decem, jyhich 4 
ber level to 1.5 billion francs, whip |sdvocat 
exports reached a record high of oye |iid not 
1.7 billion (1 Belgian franc = $0.02), The fi 
The Ministry of Foreign Commerg , conti! 
undertook to stimulate Belgian expopriy}private 
by a series of measures, including thy |W, alt 
promotion of visits of leading busines |teavily 
men to foreign countries, creation of thy |!i¥@ _ ' 
unpaid position of Foreign Commerg|/let ir 
Counselor to be occupied by Belgians pected 
abroad, and more intensive Belgian pap. jéeficit ‘ 
ticipation in trade fairs. The first trag|tie &° 
missions led by the Minister of Foreign} "Venu 
Commerce began visiting Common Mgr} J@! 
ket countries, beginning with Italy jg)g¢mblit 
February. A large trade group aly creased 
visited Israel in March. 


Benelux global quotas were revise 34 mi 
twice, once in January and again jj oll tax 
March. The net over-all effect of th]; 
revisions was to liberalize the quoty evokins 
slightly and to divide them betwee 
Common Market and  non-Comma 
Market countries. 


Leading Government officials & 
pressed the desire for a European eco 
nomic association wider than the Com 
mon Market, but reaffirmed Belgium’ 
loyalty to the six-nation Community, 
Belgium took a strong lead in emphasiz- 
ing the role which Euorpe can play in 
stimulating the economic growth @ 
under-developed countries, especially in} j 
Africa and the Near East, throughi 
loans, investments, and technical a 
sistance. 

The Belgian Government gave ip 
creasing attention to attracting foreign, 
particularly U.S., capital to Belgium h 
1958 35 new American firms were estab 
lished in Belgium, compared with 16 in C 
1957 and 14 in 1956. Some 200 US 
firms are now established in Belgium, 
with investments of about $170 million A 
New U.S. investments in 1958 wert}  yigj 
estimated at $10 million. In January 
1959, Union Carbide Corporation a} jp 
nounced it was joining with the Be} ant 
gian firm, Petrachim, to build a po¥> fp 
ethylene plant in Belgium. his 


New Investment Moves } 


In late March, the Government sub Mi 
mitted 2 bills to Parliament embodying Ty 
its investment incentive program, Om ber 
provides for lower interest rates and ta 8-1 






earlier 





advantages for certain investments, 1 
Government loans and guarantees @) yj 
certain private loans, and Government me 


purchase or rental of buildings forge} yy, 
tain purposes on behalf of private It} 4, 
dustry, The second bill is a regiond the 
development law, providing special iF qj 
centives to investment in distressed 

areas. The Government’s initiative wa} 


Foreign Commerce W eekly May 
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approved, although there was 
se feeling that many of the measures 
merely temporary palliatives and, 


r indie, 
Stabi § 
lary we 


in 195g hcpecially in the case of the regional 
mn franey}jevelopment bill, might lead to the 
were al. tuation of uneconomic activities, 


m ralized fiscal reform, establish- 
¢ San ere liberal depreciation allowances 
ed States mnd less severe taxation on capital gains 
> Decem, jrhich are reinvested, although widely 
cS, whik gyocated by the business community, 
1 of ove {did not materialize during the quarter. 
).02), The financial market was marked by 
‘ommere: , continuing abundance of funds with 
1 exporty private demands for capital at a record 
iding the |W, although the public sector drew 
business jieavily on the market, If business re- 
On of the frives, tighter conditions could occur 
‘ommerg later in the year. Though it was ex- 
Belgians that much of the 1959 budget 
gian pare jeficit could be financed through loans, 
rst trad {the Government moved to boost tax 
| Foreign revenue, particularly from excise taxes. 
non Mgr. | Jn January, taxes on automobiles, 
Italy in gambling, and registrations were in- 
oup als creased, and provision was made for 
earlier collection of inheritance taxes, 
resulting in a revenue increase of some 
; revised $40 million francs. In early April fuel 
acai @ oil taxes were increased, raising the 
tof the price of that item by 17 percent and 
© quem evoking a‘'storm of protest from indus- 
between try. Efforts were made toward reducing 
‘Commer Government expenditures. 

Two bills were submitted to Parlia- 









ials | ment providing for long-term financial 
€an eC} reform. One would create a cyclical 
the Com-| budget, while the other would strength- 
3elgium’s} en open market operations in support 
mmunity, | of the Government financial policy. 
mphasiz-} Troubles developing in the Congo in 
1 play inj January brought heated discussion as 
owth df to that territory’s future and resulted 
cially in} in doubts about Belgium’s large Congo 
through} investments. The initial sharp reaction 
nical a*} gave way to more relaxed attitudes in 
the succeeding months.—U.S. Embassy, 
gave in-| Brussels, 
r foreign, 
ARR AR PPD PPD PPR RAPD PPPPRPPPRPP A 
re estab- : ip % 
ith 16in} Oversea Officer Visits 
200 US “5° 
Bellen Other U.S. Cities 
) million. After successful trade conference 
58 wert} visits to San Francisco and Los 
Janualy} Angeles, Elliott K. Baker, who will 
tion a} be returning to his post as Assist- 
the Be} ant Commercial Attache at the U.S. 
| & pol} Embassy in New Delhi, is extending 
his trade conference tour. 

Mr. Baker will be available for 
ent an consultation with businessmen in 
nbodying Minneapolis on June 29-30; Detroit, 
am. July 1; Cleveland, July 2-3; Pitts- 
, and burgh, July 6-7; New York, July 
note $10; and Baltimore, July 13. 
nteee Businessmen desiring to meet 
vernal with Mr, Baker to discuss invest- 

- for cer ment in or trade with India may 
ae 5 Make the necessary arrangements 
region through the Department of Com- 

; merce Field Offices in the above 
listressed ‘ 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Portuguese Trade, Production 
Trends Show Little Change 


Portuguese foreign trade and production trends showed little change 
in the first quarter of 1959, as compared with preceding quarters. 

Exports and imports were down. Difficulties in maintaining the 
position of most Portuguese exports in the foreign markets continued 
despite increased trade promotion efforts of official and private organi- 
zations. Some were concerned about the effects of the Common Mar- 
ket and Free Trade Area on Portugese industry and exports. 

Efforts to increase sales in Portugal were being made by the British, 


Italians, Germans, and French. 


Production increased in most industries, and a new milk pasteuriza- 
tion and bottling plant was opened in Lisbon. 


Imports, Exports Down 


Imports into Portugal in the first 
quarter declined, compared with each 
quarter of 1958, largely because of con- 
tinued tight licensing control. Total im- 
ports were valued at 2,891 million 
escudos, compared with 2,984 million 
escudos in the first quarter of 1958. 


The principal source of Portuguese 
imports on a value basis was West Ger- 
many, which accounted for 17.6 percent 
in 1958 and 16.7 percent in 1957. The 
OEEC area accounted for 64.7 percent 
of imports in 1958 and 62 percent in 
1957. The U.S, share was 7.1 percent 
in 1958 and 10.8 percent in 1957. 


As long as there is no substantial in- 
crease in Portuguese exports it is un- 
likely that the Government will author- 
ize any substantial increase in imports, 
including those from the dollar area. 
Financial and social stability doubtless 
will continue to be stressed more than 
rapid economic development. 


The British were making a concerted 
drive to increase their sales in Portu- 
gal. The Italians, Germans, and French 
also were very active in their trade 
promotion efforts, and American ex- 
porters may be hard put to maintain 
their present modest position. Import- 
ers complained of the difficulty in ob- 
taining licenses for nonliberalized dollar 
imports; that prices and sales terms of 
many American exports were becoming 
less attractive than those offered, for 
example, by the West Germans. Little 
change in present import trends was 
forecast for the coming months. 

* Estimated first quarter 1959 exports 
from Portugual were less than during 
any quarter of 1958, reflecting the con- 
tinuing difficulty in maintaining Portu- 
guese export markets. Major export 
items such as raw cork, wines, fish 
products, and turpentine declined both 
in quantity and value, Total exports 
were valued at 1,690 million escudos 
and at 1,729 million escudos in the first 
quarter of 1958. 


Trade Expansion Promoted 


Continued efforts to promote the ex- 
port trade were being made by Portu- 





guese authorities and by private busi- 
ness, but with no marked results. 

There were no noticeable effects on 
Portugal’s trade with the Common 
Market countries as a result of recent 
developments. The possible effects of a 
free trade area on Portugal, however, 
were being seriously considered in busi- 
ness circles. Some businessmen saw no 
advantage in joining a free trade area. 
They foresee that local industry could 
not compete with the freer entry of 
products of the larger OEEC members 
and that many domestic industries 
would be ruined. This fear may be 
well-founded since many local industries 
are small and are protected by tariffs 
and by the official. policy of limiting 
the entry of rival preducers. General 
Agreement was, however, that there 
was little alternative to joining a free 
trade area should it become a. reality, 
although most believe it essential that 
a substantial transition period be grant- 
ed Portuguese industry in order to pre- 
pare itself to meet heavier competition. 

The Bank of Portugal’s position con- 
tinued strong. As of February 25, its 
holdings of gold and dollar exchange 
amounted to $702.2 million, compared 
with $686.5 million on February 26, 
1958, although the total declined from 
$708.6 million held on December 24, 
1958. No change in the Government’s 
very cautious financial and foreign ex- 
change policy was foreseen, The regime’s 
basic economic policy has been and re- 
mains a stable currency and the ac- 
cumulation of a very substantial re- 
serve of gold and dollars. Since the 
entry into operation of the European 
Monetary Agreement the escudo has 
maintained its firm position and has 
slightly strengthened against the dollar. 
No changes were expected in financial 
policy, 

Output Up in Most Industries 

There was a greater firmness in the 
Portuguese cork market in March. Al- 
though cork production in the fourth 
quarter of 1958 was about 8 percent 
higher than that of the preceding quar- 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Cautious Optimism for Honduras 
Seen in Fiscal Reforms, Exports 


Both favorable and unfavorable factors affected the Honduran 
economy in the first quarter of 1959, but the immediate outlook was 
more hopeful than was the case last year. 

The country’s foreign exchange and budgetary positions improved, 
owing to larger banana and coffee exports and changes in fiscal policies. 

Outcome of a new labor code pending before Congress caused some 
uncertainty, which hindered improvement in commercial activity or 
any furtherance of private investment projects. 

Except for a new cement plant nearing completion, the industrial 


sector was quite. 


Negotiations were in progress with the World Bank for a loan to 
increase electric-power facilities. Construction of highways financed by 
a $10.5-million joint Development Loan Fund-World Bank loan was still 


in the initial stages. 


Fiscal Picture Brighter 

Net international reserves, after fall- 
ing from US$9.2 million to $8.3 million 
in January, rose to $9.7 million in Feb- 
ruary, an increase of $500,000 in the 
first 2 months of 1959. Reserves a year 
earlier totaled $13.6 million. This was 
the first time since 1956 that net hold- 
ings of gold and dollars rose during 
these months, With larger agricultural 
exports, the country was expected to 
be able to accumulate sufficient foreign 
exchange in the first part of the year 
to offset seasonal drains later. Given 
no increase in political tensions or 
changes in fiscal and monetary opera- 
tions, tHe annual loss in foreign ex- 
change will be kept to a minimum. 

The Government had a surplus on 
current operations of $550,000 in the 
first quarter because of new measures 
aimed at increasing tax and customs 
collections and at controlling expendi- 
tures more closely. Current outlays 
amounted to $6.35 million; fiscal receipts 
totaled $6.9 million. Payments, however, 
made on last year’s orders—$3.65 mil- 
lion—caused the Treasury to operate 
in the red during the quarter. 

Receipts were off somewhat from 
anticipated levels, and the Government 
created a General Customs and Indirect 
Tax Authority to impose strict controls 
on collections of customs duties and 
taxes and to adopt a stern policy against 
smuggling and contraband activities. 
Also the free-entry privileges of Govern- 
ment entities were reduced. To keep 
spending within budgetary laws, a sys- 
tem of monthly spending quotes was 
_ instituted. 


Banana, Coffee Yield Good 


Total banana exports for the quarter 
‘were expected to show a considerable 
increase over the like period last year 
when 3 million stems were shipped. 
This bears out the fruit companies’ 


6 








optimistic estimate of exports of 15 
million stems in 1959. 

The coffee harvest was still in prog- 
ress and, although no statistics were 
available, a record crop was expected, 
which will more than offset the decline 
in prices. Sugar harvesting on the North 
Coast was almost finished, but no fig- 
ures were available. Trade sources in- 
dicated that the crop was above normal. 


Labor Code Advances 
Tightness of commercial credit in- 


hibited any increase in commercial ac- 
tivity, but an even greater detriment 
was the uncertainty regarding the pro- 
posed labor code. A draft labor code 
proposed by the Ministry of Labor was 
rejected in late January by the Per- 
manent Commission of Congress in 
favor of its own draft. The full Congress 
began debate on the code in March. 
Although reducing some of the heavy 
costs which the Ministry's Code would 
have imposed, Congress’ draft reported- 
ly was highly unsatisfactory to business 
and industry; it would no more than 
halve the 40-50 percent increase in la- 
bor costs that business circles had es- 
timated the former draft would cause. 


— 


Other clauses, although not directly 
increasing labor costs, were considera 
highly ambiguous and, unless inte, 
preted favorably toward business, Could 
prove extremely costly. Barring compl. 
cations with the latter, the Code’s pro. 
visions were not considered so Sever 


as to constitute a substantial deterren 
to foreign investment. 


One new industry neared completig, 
and was expected to be in operation by 
mid-year. Cementos de Honduras, S.A, 
was constructing a cement plant an 
increased its capital stock from $2j 
million to $3 million. 


Public Works Planned 


When Congress turned down a cm 
tract with a French consortium for th 
financing of the Rio Lindo hydroelectr, 
project last December, Honduran off 
cials resumed negotiations with th 
World Bank, hoping to get perhaps gj]! 
million for two projects. One would 
an interim power project to increay 
and rejuvenate distribution systems 
reduce Jine losses and to increase ther. 
mal generating facilities somewhat, be 
fore the second project, the Rio Lindg 
is completed (Foreign Commerce Week. 
ly, Feb. 16, p. 2). 

A $10.5-million highway constructig, 
loan had not been drawn upon, as work 
was still in the initial stages. The Goy. 
ernment engaged the engineering fim 
of Brown & Root, Houston, Tex., to att 
as supervising engineers for this pro 
jected construction. Surveying and plan 
ning were completed on the Bufalo 
Corter section, bids were let and rm 
ceived for the construction of th 
Western Roads Bridges section (Che 
melecon to Santa Rosa de Copan), and 
$400,000 earmarked for detailed plam 
for the Western Road Extension, whic 
will run from Santa Rosa de Copan to 
Nueva Ocotepeque. Planning and sur 
veying was underway for the paving of 
that part of the South Highway d 
Honduras between Jicaro Galan and 
Tegucigalpa which is not already paved. 
Bids for the $450,000-project were & 
pected to be let soon.—U.S. Embassy, 
Tegucigalpa. 
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‘Qutlook Favorable 
For Irish Economy 


The underlying trends in the Irish 
eonomy in the first quarter of 1959 
point to increased economic activity 


in the current year. Industrial output 
nereased slightly and further gains can 
he expected as business responds to 
the tax reductions and greater depreci- 
ation allowances recently announced in 
the new budget (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 11, p. 10). Production of 
grains and other agricultural products 
during the current year is expected to 
exceed that of 1958. 

This favorable outlook is somewhat 
clouded by the persistent tendency in 
the Irish economy of any increase in 
income to be immediately followed by 
an even greater growth in imports. The 
trend of rising imports in the first quar- 
ter was further aggravated by an un- 
usually high level of grain arrivals, 
thereby increasing the trade deficit. 


New Plants Programmed 

The Whitegate oil refinery was vir- 
tually completed and was expected to 
go on stream before the end of June. 
A Dutch shipyards operator purchased 
the Cork Dockyards. Progress on en- 
larging the facilities at these yards for 
ship repair work had thus far been 
extremely slow. 

A West German firm completed con- 
struction of its plant at Killarney for 
the manufacture of cranes for the ex- 
port market. Another German firm 
planned to construct a cheese factory, 
scheduled for operation in 1960. Two 
American manufacturers announced for- 
mation of Irish companies to produce 
cosmetics and chewing gum for export. 
All these companies are taking advan- 
tage of the provisions in the 1958 Fi- 
nance Act for 100-percent remission of 
taxes on export profits for a 10-year 
period, 

The Irish Government moved ahead 
on its economic expansion program by 
providing additional funds for industrial 
and agricultural credit and housing in 
its recently announced 1959-60 budget 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 5, p. 
7). The Government was hopeful that 
recent tax concessions would encourage 
substantially larger investment expen- 
ditures by private manufacturers, 


Agricultural Output Expands 


The value of livestock, meat, and 
dairy production in 1959 was expected 
to exceed last year’s level despite a 
decline in the output of pork products. 
Milk production was expected to equal 
the 1957 record while sheep numbers in 


‘1959 could easily be at an alltime high. 


The decline in pig numbers would indi- 
cate that bacon exports during the cur- 


(Continued on page $2) 
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Switzerland Shows Economic Gains 


1959. 


Swiss e¢onomic activity gained momentum in the first quarter of 


Industrial ouput was on the rise, with a particularly strong showing 


by the construction industry. 


Increased liquidity in the capital market assured sufficient financing 
for private building projects. In addition, the public works program was 
stepped up with the expansion of communication facilities, new highway 
construction, and building of hydroelectric installations evidencing the 
Swiss determination to meet economic growth requirements. Switzer- 
land’s foreign trade showed a healthy balance with the value of export 
sales almost equaling that of purchases abroad. 


Most Industries Resilient 

Faced with severe foreign competi- 
tion, Swiss machine manufacturers were 
taking advantage of the high liquidity 
of the capital market to obtain long- 
term financing for exports. Increased 
Government guaranties for export risks 


improved the financial picture for ex- 
ports of heavy machinery. Increased 
sales on the domestic market also were 
expected as the result of implementa- 
tion of the plant modernization pro- 
gram. Industry was expected to main- 
tain its current export level. The chem- 
ical industry, with total foreign sales 
of 305 million francs in the quarter, 
apparently had recovered from a slight 
recession in 1958 (4.28 francs=US$1). 
As an indication of the revival in the 
construction industry, official statistics 
reveal that for the January-March 1959 
period 5,012 permits were issued for 
construction of new dwellings as com- 
pared with only 2,786 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1958. 

Performance in the textile industry 
was erratic with some branches, such 
as natural and artificial silk, ribbons, 
and clothing, maintaining a higher level 
of production than the cotton and 
woolen fabric sectors. 


Watch Production Down 


The watch industry caused consid- 
erable concern—production in the first 
quarter 1959 off substantially in com- 
parison with the preceding year. One 
cause of reduced sales was that buyers 
were awaiting a new price structure. 
Prices averaging 8-10 percent lower for 
most types of watches were agreed upon 
by the industry in early March and, as 
a result, production and sales were 
expected to increase. 

The watch industry also had reor- 
ganized its cartel structure which had 
existed for the past 25 years. The new 
agreement, concluded in March, pro- 
vides for lower prices, greater flexi- 
bility in meeting foreign competition 
without resorting to unofficial discounts, 
facilitation of automation, and the pool- 
ing of resources among smaller firms. 


Exports Steady, Imports Reduced 
The salient feature in foreign trade 





was the continuous strength of Swiss 
exports. Total foreign sales for the 
quarter amounted to 1,606 million francs 
as against 1,596 million in the corre- 
sponding period of 1958, while compara- 
tive import figures show 1,783 million 
and 1,834 million. The average coverage 
of imports by exports reached 90 per- 
cent. The performance of Swiss exports 
was the more remarkable in view of the 
fact that textile and watch exports 
were off. Aluminum, machinery, and 
chemicals accounted for most of the 
increase in exports. 


Imports were generally lower. Im- 
ports of fuel dropped noticeably in 
March due to the unseasonably warm 
winter. The decline in imports was ex- 
pected to be reversed as a result of the 
liquidation of inventories. In the mean- 
time the reduced import level con- 
tributed to the extreme liquidity of the 
money market, and caused a reduction 
of the discount rate from 2% to 2 per- 
cent. The availability of capital also 
was evidenced in the notable oversub- 
scription of both domestic and foreign 
loans offered on the Swiss market. 


West Germany maintained its posi- 
tion as Switzerland’s most important 
trading partner, supplying about 28 per- 
cent of imports and absorbing approxi- 
mately 16 percent of Swiss exports. The 
United States was the second most 
important Swiss market, followed by 
France and Italy. 


Reaching a modus vivendi with Com- 
mon Market countries remains Switzer- 
land’s most important foreign trade 
problem. Although Swiss officials stress 
the need for a multilateral solution of 
European trading problems, they are 
prepared to undertake bilateral nego- 
tiations to mitigate the effects of Com- 
mon Market on Swiss trade.—U. S. 
Embassy, Bern. 





Nigeria’s supply of shelled peanuts 
for export or carryout in the current 
marketing season is estimated at about 
648,000 short tons, compared with an 
exportable supply of about 683,000 tons 
and actual exports of 523,000 tons the 
previous year, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Summary of Foreign Control Regulations Applying 
To Imports From the United States 


The following tabulation of the im- 
port and exchange permit requirements 
of foreign countries, prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce as an aid 
to exporters, has been revised as of 
May 1, 1959. 

The regulations apply primarily to 
goods of U.S. origin and to other goods 
payable in U.S. dollars. 

Many countries do not permit import 


of foreign goods except under import 
licenses, which must be obtained by the 
importer. In some cases an import 
license must be granted before the order 
for goods is placed, and some countries 
also require the importer to obtain an 
exchange permit before he may make 
payment for the import. 

U.S. exporters therefore are urged 
to make certain before shipping that 
the foreign importer has obtained the 


——, 


required permit, and they should ingig 
on being furnished the identifying ny, 
ber or symbol of the permit. 

More detailed information on licens 
ing and exchange controls may 
obtained from the Field Offices of th 
U.S. Department of Commerce. Py. 
lications covering licensing and & 
change controls of individual countrig 
also are available from the Field Offices 
at a nominal charge. 





Country 


Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required? 





Afghanistan 





Arabian Peninsula areas: 
BE Se ES x TLE, TR 


Aden, Bahrein, Qatar, Trucial Oman ............ 
Muscat and Oman, YOManr .0....c.ccccccccesccesereesseenees 
DASIIETIIG, cecncasecsecsnsscesescorcesnesecveneenensevcocsescneqensarennensencecsnos 


Australia . 


Austria 


I i IE. i AA SITE. tt Re AB Ys 
5 RI ee A 


RR EE al RARER OE: Ly A RE ASR RR, 
} RS SEES ee rreee ene cudipihintinincsitllibeaiuitintiediclenc ‘ 


British Colonies not specified elsewhere? ........ 


Bulgaria 





Sy) 


No, for most imports; but a declaration 
or customs permit must be obtained 
from Afghan border officials or trade 
agents abroad. 


No, except for foodstuffs, clothing, 
medicines, agricultural equipment, 
and industrial capital goods. 


No; but all imports require a prior de- 
posit and/or surcharge. Prior depos- 
its vary from 0 to 500 percent of c.f. 
value of imports: surcharges from 0 
to 300 percent. The percentage rate 
varies according to the necessity of 
the merchandise to the country’s 
economy. Motion-picture feature film 
is under an import quota system 
and requires no surcharge or prior 
deposit. 

Yes. 


Yes; except for items on dollar-import 
free list. 

Yes; combination import license and 
exchange authorization required for 
all imports except shipments valued 
at $200 or less provided the goods are 
not intended for resale. License is 
usually granted as formality. 

No; except for specific items. Licenses 
usually freely granted if still re- 
quired. 


goods; for all other goods a certificate 
of exchange cover is required. 
Yes, except for certain items under 
open general license. 
es . 3 





Cambodia ........ 


STITT dtenninn hedienienndiansideiasnaninuemenbenatqnantiamsiaittammaea 


Ceylon 
Chile 








Colombia 


See footnote at end of table. 





No, except for butter; butter fat; 
cheddar cheese; dried skim milk; 
wheat, oats, and barley and certain 
processed products of these grains; 
turkeys; natural gas; radioactive and 
fissionable materials, isotopes, and 
equipment for production, use, or 
application of atomic energy. Import 
of alcoholic beverages requires Provin- 
cial licenses. Secondhand automobiles 
manufactured before year in which 
importation is sought, secondhand 
aircraft, olemargarine, and butter 
substitutes and spreads are prohibited 
importation. 

Yes; unless the commodity is under 
open general license. 

No; but items permitted import are 
listed, and items not on the list are 
prohibited import. Importers of mer- 
chandise permitted import must place 
a deposit with the Central Bank, and 
the foreign exporter must present a 
copy of the deposit certificate to a 
Chilean consulate. 

Yes. Nearly all imports require an im- 
— registration certificate, which is 
ssued upon payment of an ad valorem 
deposit of 100 percent, except some 
commodities which require a 20- 
percent deposit. Imports included in 
the ‘‘prior license’ list also require 
a specific license from the import- 
control authorities. Some commod- 
ities are prohibited importation, 








No; but permission to remit foreign exchang 
to exporters abroad must be obtained froy 
Da Afghanistan Bank. 


No. Import licenses carry right to foreig 
exchange at official rate. Other goods my 
be imported by purchase of foreign «. 
change on free market. 

Yes. 

No. 

No; on December 30, 1958, the Governmen 
abolished the exchange rate of 18 pesg 
per U.S. dollar and in its place establishe 
a single fluctuating exchange rate to & 

* determined by the free play of marke 
forces. Financing for more than 180 day 
must be approved by the Central Bank. 


No: import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 
No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange, 
Yes. 


No separate permit required. 


No. 
No; exchange for most imports is sold @ 
auction. 


Yes; import license generally assures releas 
of foreign exchange. 
Import license automatically assures foreign 


exchange. 
Yes. 
Yes: import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 
No. 
Yes 
No. 


No. Importer purchases foreign exchangt 
from the bank concerned upon submissi0 
of import registration and evidence (a 
toms manifests) that the goods 
entered Colombia, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
eee Country Is import license necessary? Is exchange pormit required? 
Rica No; except for live animals and for live Yes, for imports with official exchange. 
Coste plants, parts of plants, seeds, and No permit required for imports with 
the like. free-market exchange. 
PURER en ee ee ee Yes, for the following items: Wheat No. 
——— and wheat flour, rice, tires and tubes, 
red and pink beans, potatoes, con- 
densed milk, and butter. Imports of 
butter, cheese, powdered skim milk, 
and cream or fats obtained from milk 
are subject to special requirements 
involving registration of purchase 
contracts and prior authorization for 
customs clearance. Also some 200 non- 
essential items are subject to import 
licensing, but such licensing controls 
are not restrictively administered at 
: ye,"* haan I t license automatically provides for al 
io deeseiitesennasiibemaniaabdin 1D cscvtnsaudedeactensnenideneeaiinten-diainamnoamae mpor se ratically : - 
crechostovakte x location of necessary foreign exchange. 
DeMMALK o....ssesvvvresovesrnnessrsresnnennneesssnens Rneccupaetilbniansnyeintaidts Yes; but no license required for dollar Yes; copy of ljcense or importer’s declaration 
; goods on extensive general free list. with customs certification of import takes 
- ‘ wen a whee place pM pe | ey mg , x 
TITIES cccccvscncesccnpeeececenovscevennevencancessoeseee No: except for wheat and whea our, No; but all applications for foreign exc y 
Dominican Rep rice, fertilizer, radio transmitting ap- require Government approval, which : 
paratus, fruits and vegetables, seeds, granted automatically for bona fide com- 
tubers, lard and rendered pork fat, mercial transactions. 
and confectionery and other edible 
sroducts in which sugar or choco- 
ate constitutes the principal ingre- 
dient. 
BOUMAOT sanesreessessscsnecsecsnessncensennenne ee es ee ae Yes. 


Egypt (United Arab Republic) 


Fi Salvador ..... 


Ethiopia . 
Finland 


France 


Territories not else- 
except French So- 


French Overseas 
where specified, 
maliland .. . 


French Somaliland ee ee eee 
Germany, Federal Republic of, 
including West Berlin 


Germany, Soviet zone, including 

Soviet sector Of Berdim .......cccccccsssesccnesesenes 
AS Pee ee ERE A eS 
I occa sangnenennsnnntncinnanisnannetennenniniianoretiven 
Guatemala 


Guinea (formerly part of 
French West Africa) 


Hong Kong 


I . sndnsbondechcubectheabinibanasenitnnteenbithenscbeiseiiavineehts 
SIIEIILD ss ssensensendncotncustvorsctuunsisbecesindhsncebinensustnieas 
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except for small shipments; one 

copy must be presented to obtain con- 
sular legalization of prescribed docu- 
ments. Some items considered non- 
essential are prohibited. Import 
quotas are imposed on certain items 
to stimulate local production. Advance 
deposit required on many items. 

Yes; unlicensed imports are subject to 
confiscation. 

No; except for a few items such as 
chemical and pharmaceutical products, 
strong liquors, essences for making 
liquor, cotton, and sugar. 


No. 

Yes, but automatic licenses issued for a 
limited list of dollar goods. 

Yes. For items on the dollar liberal- 
ization list, however, import licenses 
are issued automatically. At present 
56 percent of imports from the U.S. 
and Canada are liberalized. 





Yes, except for items on dollar-import 
free list. At present over 90 percent 
of non-State-traded goods are liberal- 
ized for the dollar area. 


Yes; Government monopolies for foreign 
trade are the only importers. 

No; except for motor vehicles, textiles, 
certain machinery, and a few luxury 
products. 


Yes, 


No, except for maps of Guatemala, 
explosives, salt, and tires and tubes 
of sizes manufactured in Guatemala. 


Yeas. 


except for wheat flour. 


No; except for wheat-quota imports and 
tobacco products. 

No, except for firearms, unpowder, 
munitions, explosives, alcohol, narcot- 


ics, pharmaceutical specialties, ani- 
mals, plants, and plant and animal 
products. 


Yes; for dutiable, strategic, or short- 
supply goods. 

fC RRS Re ee i EY SS ae eect 

Yes; except for items on “special con- 
ditional free list’’ and a limited num- 
ber of staples. 

Yes; except for trade samples, or free 
replacements of defective articles pre- 
viously imported. 

: iy ee : Re a ee ee ar ee ee ecoee 

Yes; but only to release goods from 
Customs, 

Yes 





For only a few products .... 
_; oo 








No: import license carries right te foreign 
exchange. 


No separate permit required; import license 
carries right to foreign exchange. 

No separate permit required; import license 
carries right to foreign exchange. 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange, 


No. 

No; import license carries right te 
exchange. 

Yes. 

No; but applications for foreign exchange 


must be registered with the authorities. 
Bank of Greece approval is required for 
goods imported under International Coop- 
eration Administration procurement § au- 
thorization. 
Yes; import license generally assures release 
a foreign exchange. 
o. 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
a 
Oo. 


No. 


No; except for few transactions financed at 
—— rate of exchange. 
es. 
Yes; except for ‘‘special conditional free list’’ 
imports. 


Yes; foreign exchange is automatically re- 
leased, however, upon presentation of vali- 

en import license to exchange bank. 

0. 

Exchange granted automatically for author- 
ized imports. ; 

Yes; permits are obtained thro licensed 
dealers unless specifically authorized by 
National Bank. 

Yes. 


Yes; import license carries authority (ex- 





change permit) to obtain foreign exchange. 
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Country Is import license necessary? Is exchange permit required? 
——— 
OED |} etidcimcuseniens qupecenminnnanenmineveceress Yes; from Italian Exchange Office ex- No separate permit required. 
cept for list A goods—mostly indus- 
trial raw materials and certain types 
of machines, 

OE I i tl al » Ail Sar eS. St Selena, «ce Seat SE Some commodities, announced by Japanese 
Government from time to time, require 
location rated gm cmming import jj. 
cense carries righ orei n 

Ee ee eoeeanente dnemseeclipaioss Yes, except for imports from nearby Yes. a er em exchenge 

Arab States. 

RR ee ene ee meer Yes. Bank of Korea licenses more or No. Items on Government's importable (¢. 

less freely automatic approval items sential) import list may be imported with 








LETTS 


Mexico 
Morocco 





eee ee tt et tt eet ieee eee ere rere re terre err eery 


Netherlands 


Netherland West Tndies ............cccccccsceccescccsssecsecsseese 
New Zealand ssiladeaincaiidtsiealieideichaniiniieaias 
Nicaragua 





Norway 





Pakistan 





I Ni seiaiceellnittrceesihaidsdiigeataniatsibas alka 


Philippines .........00..... 


ESS. a eee ‘ whenengeeenstantintndiaiiitie 
Portugal, including the Azores 
NE EE oe 


Pr ree 


Portuguese Colonies 





Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Federation of 





included in both the importable and 
the specific import item lists provided 
importer applies for a letter of credit 
anu complies with the ‘“‘checkprice”’ 
system established by the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry. Other 
authorized imports require special li- 
cense from MCI. 

No, except for firearms, munitions, poi- 


sonous substances, pork, pork prod- 
ucts, and alcoholic beverages. 
INO ecece . censcecvecenescessonoecancoeuescoeceseses cenececerereseses 
Yes 


No; except for arms, ammunition, used 
clothing, pharmaceuticals, and rice. 


Yes; only certain items may be im- 
ported directly from hard-currency 
sources. Licenses to import nonster- 


ling-area goods via Hong Kong are 
issued provided certain exchange reg- 
ulations are observed. 

Yes, for an extensive list of articles 

Yes. Recent legislation has curtailed 
“sans devises’’ imports (shipments 
financed by importer with his own 
funds held abroad). Detailed informa- 
tion on the new restrictions is not yet 
available as the decree on the “sans 
devises’’ imports has not been fully 
implemented. Import quota system 
requiring special permits for imports 
of certain ‘commodities, applied to 
certain textiles, used and some new 
clothing, and electric cables and wires 
since 1955, has been extended to a 
sizable list of commodities including 
cotton yarn, leather, footwear, sugar, 
beer, chewing gum, toilet soap, and 
a few others. 


Yes, but automatically granted for 
most commodities. 

No, except for certain items. ........ 

OI ~ enpaienite ie sndieimavie . 

p BPM Set, SEER SR te LET See EE Le eS 

No; except for a limited list of non- 


liberalized products. 
\. ae 


No, except for arms, ammunition, wheat 
flour quota imports, salt, edible oils 
except olive oil, certain live animals, 
plants, flowers, soil, hay, straw, fer- 
tilizers, animal products except can- 
ned meats, certain tanned hides, and 
a limited number of agricultural 
commodities. 

No, except Central Bank authorization 
is required for imports on a deferred 
payment basis. As of October 16, 1958, 
the Central Bank suspended further 
authorization of deferred-payment 
imports. 


No; except for plants, roots, seeds, 
cuttings, animals, medicinal cigar- 
ettes, explosives, firearms and other 


weapons, alcoholic beverages, salt, to- 
bacco, chemical and harmaceutical 
products, matches, hatching eggs, and 
duplicating machines. A quota limita- 
tion is placed on import of automo- 
biles. 

No permit as such, but most 


e imports 
subject to exchange controls. 


Yes, but granted automatically for cer- 
tain items. 
Yes 


Yes; for goods under quota. Many 
goods are prohibited, but goods not 
under quota and not prohibited are 
freely importable under open general 
license. 








foreign exchange deposited in an import ge. 


count in the Bank of Korea, purchase 
from the Bank, or purchased at Gover. 
ment dollar sales. Items on the specific 


(less essential) list are importable ply 
with exchange earned from exports. , 


No, 


No. 
No. 
No. 


Yes; exchange permit issued automatically 
if import license has been issued. 

Yes; for direct imports. For imports from 
hard-currency areas via Hong Kong 
permit is necessary but payment must he 
made in a sterling-area currency and ship. 
ment effected on a bill of lading issued jy 
Hong Kong. 

No. 

Yes. 


No separate permit required. 


Yes. 
No; import license earries right to foreign 
exchange. 


No; import permit authorizes purchase of 
exchange. 

No. 

Yes: foreign exchange is automatically re 


leased, however, upon presentation of vali- 
ae import license to exchange bank, 
oO. 


No permit as such, but letter of credit opened 
against exchange allocation considered # 
exchange license. Exchange allocated to 
importers quarterly or semiannually for 
one or more of six classes of imports. A 
limited number of decontrolled commodi- 
ties may be imported without quota limi- 
tation. 

Yes. 


Yes. 


Yes. In Angola, however, import license ear 
ries with it authorization to obtain foreign 
exchange needed for payment of goods © 
which license pertains. 

Yes: import license carries right te foreigi 
exchange. 
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mee Country Is import license necessary? Is import permit required? 

—_ 

Rumania ES Se cnscupsclpndipreeeniseneclbincoipann \ xe seseeanen sasepesteenseseeneceesnnncenseeseseenngaesonaagessoenantm a Yes. 

GinZAPOVS? ..--ecveveecvrveeseersnsnessrnnneercasnarcensnscensananengnnnnenscnnsnes Yes; only certain items ma be im- Yes, for direct imports. For imports from 
ported directly from hard-currency hard-currency areas via Hong Kong no 
sources. Licenses to import nonsterl- permit is necessary, but payment must be 
ing area goods via Hong Kong are made in a sterling-area currency and shi 
issued provided certain exchange reg- ment effected on bill of lading issued in 
ulations are observed. Hong Kong. 

gpain, including Canary TSLANAS  srscorssersserseneneene Yes; obtainable mainly for essential Yes: special exchange rates fixed for many 

) raw materials. import products. 

Spanish Africa Yes sssenenccusensoncouoneanseessnonvensosvensanceezesoenenes Yes; import license carries right to foreign 

exchange. 

GUGATL  oaessesevessereesessesnsnnronsnssnnnnennenecssanentenenssncnesneanenneanensanes WOW ccvicensstseneenth Ec eeieieneeeaiiin coveceseeee es. 

GUTIMATI oaseeeessessssenessneevecesvessensvnssnennessucsossnnsenecnnesansennessess Yes, except for certain goods paid ‘for No; import license carries right to foreign 
by a confirmed bank credit against exchange. 
documents valid for a term not great- 
er than 6 months, or by documentar 
drafts to be collected through a ban 
with a term not greater than 90 days. 

tee cee 1000 480006 No, for most goods imported from No separate permit required. Foreign ex- 
U. S.; import license still required for change, including dollar exchange, is auto- 
such commodities as automobiles, matically made available if import license 
coal, and certain agricultural prod- specifies payment in such currency and 
ucts. it license is registered with a foreign ex- 

change bank within 2 months after issu- 

IIE» ® sasocetipss sds stbosesbocescetecndannt eamnaiipinemnspiateemnsties Import license required for certain agri- wat 
cultural products and some types of 
vehicles and machinery. Also, special 
import authorizations must be _ ob- 
tained for most animals and fowl, 
shellfish, bees, beeswax, and honey- 
comb, 

Syria (United Arab naman cantipiliesuplciesialamdines FOR. casthig-cevatinetinndiinneimaptigageuihepiil No. 

Taiwan (Formosa) ; Yes 


Thailand 


Turkey 


Union of South Africa 


Cevereereereereerseceerescoscoosenseooeessooes 


Venezuela 


Viet-Nam 


Yugoslavia 


Includes Bahamas; Bermuda; the West 


Indies (Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad, Lee- 
ward Islands, and Windward Islands); Brit- 
East Africa; Gambia; Nigeria; Sierra 
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No; except for 55 specified items ...........sccceee 


Yes 


Yes: except for goods on the free list 
and exempted list. Among items on 
the free list are raw coffee, tea, oils, 
grease, gasoline, piece goods, yarns 
and thread, wool fibers and _ tops, 
staple fibers, sewing machines and 
parts, accessories and findings for 
clothing, approved books and periodi- 
cals, paper patterns for clothing, and 
others 
Most consumer goods are licensed on 
basis of periodic exchange quotas 
established by Government. Motor 
vehicles of f.o.b. value ove r £800 
are prohibited. Other goods, includ- 
ing capital goods and industrial raw 
materials, are licensed on basis of im- 
porters’ current needs: policy is to 
grant license applications freely for 
‘reasonable’ requirements. Licenses 
are valid for purchases in any coun- 
try, including the United States. 

No: except some foodstuffs, most raw 
materials, fertilizers, chemicals and 
machinery. 


b EGE: Se R ee: Tl eee eee. 
Yes: importing Government agencies 
are responsible for securing own 


permit. 

No, except for wheat, wheat flour, vege- 
table oils, oilseeds, leaf tobacco, live 
animals, animal products except 
canned meats, cotton and wool tex- 
tiles, cloth bags, footwear except 
bathing and ballet shoes, cords for 
fishing nets, certain cardboards and 
paper products, cement, asbestos- 
cement products, iron and steel bars, 
plastic mesh and perforated sheets 
prefabricated buildings, unassemble 
automobiles, rubber tires and tubes, 
fertilizers, insecticides, disinfectants, 
industrial compounds for oil industry, 
and a limited number of agricultural 
commodities. Merchandise in bulk 
may not be imported into Venezuela 
except by prior authority from the 
Ministry of Finance, which will pre- 
scribe the formalities to be fulfilled 
in each instance. Imports of coal, 
sand, roof tile, and brick, whether 
or not refractory, are exempt from 
this ass 

Yes nba 


No: individual import license abolished 
July 1, 1952; since that time only 
licensed import firms are permitted to 
carry on import operations. 


Leone; British Guiana: British Honduras; and 
minor Colonies, Protectorates, and Trustee- 
ship Territories. 





Yes, automatically granted with issuance of 
import license. 

No; but a “certificate of payment" issued by 
Bank of Thailand or authorized bank or 
company is required. 

One application suffices for both import 
license and exchange-control purposes. 
No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange from authorized banks toe the 

amount indicated in the license. 


Yes; granted automatically following Issu- 
ance of import license. 


No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

Yes; all exchange is allocated by U-.3S.S.R. 
State Bank upon receipt of import license, 


No. 


Yes; import license carries right te foreign 
exchange. 

No: but Government maintains strict eontrol 
over foreign exchange allocations. 


*British Borneo (Brunel, North Borneo, and 
Sarawak) regulations are the same as Singa- 
pore’s. 
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Philippines Sets 2d 
Quarter Import Budget 


The Philippine foreign exchange im- 
port budget for the second quarter of 
the year, as released by the Central 
Bank, amounts to $129 million, repre- 
senting a slight increase of about $4 
million over the announced exchange 
budget for the first quarter of 1959, 


Regular allocations for producers are 
set at $50 million and for importers at 
$31.2 million. A total of $48 million is 
set aside for such special allocations as 
those for imports of decontrolled com- 
modities, deferred payments on ma- 
chinery imports, imports of the Nation- 
al Marketing Corporation and other 
Government imports. 


Restrictions on non-American alien 
traders, announced with the first quar- 
ter budget, have been modified. Regu- 
lar allocations of non-American alien 
importers, reduced in January to 50 
percent of last quarter 1958 quotas, 
will not be further reduced, as original- 
ly: scheduled for the current quarter. 
Non-American aliens, prohibited in the 
first quarter from -importing decon- 
trolled items (a limited number of es- 
sential foodstuffs and drugs), now are 
permitted to import such commodities 
up to the amount of 50 percent of their 
1957 or 1958 quarterly level of partici- 
pation in this trade, whichever is lower. 


American and* Filipino importers of 
decontrolled items will be allowed to 
import up to the full amount of their 
1957 or 1958 quarterly level of partici- 
pation, whichever is lower. Any unsat- 
isfied demand above these amounts will 
be filled by Filipinos. 


For controlled commodities, covering 
the bulk of imports, both American and 
Filipino producers and importers will 
receive approximately the same amounts 


of exchange as in the first quarter of° 


the year. For producers, individual 
quotas of both producer and consumer 
goods will be continued at the level of 
1957, the base period for current ex- 
change allocations. For importers, in- 
dividual quotas will remain at the level 





Bolivian Tax on Foreign 


Airmail Established 


A 200-boliviano tax on foreign air- 
mail posted in Bolivia was effected by 
a Supreme Decree of April 29, 1959. 


A special 200-boliviano stamp will be 
required for each postal weight unit of 
5 grams. This will in effect, increase 
the airmail letter rate to the United 
States from 900 to 1,100 bolivianos. 


Funds derived from the new tax are 
for the benefit of the Childrens Hospital 
of La Paz.—U.S. Embassy, La Paz. 
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of fourth quarter 1958, which was sub- 
stantially below the regular 1957 quar- 
terly quotas. 


Individual quotas of non-American 
alien producers, like Filipino and 
American producers, will continue at 
the level of 1957, but quotas of the 
non-American alien importers of con- 
trolled commodities will continue at 50 
percent of fourth quarter 1958. 


As in the first quarter, favorable 
prices for some of the Philippines ma- 
jor exports and seasonal export earn- 
ings indicate that the Central Bank 
may not find it necessary to utilize the 
revolving 6-month acceptance credits 
available from U.S. banks. Credits re- 
sorted to in the last quarter of 1958 
are to be liquidated as they become due 
during the current quarter.—U.S. Em- 
bassy, Manila. 


Cambodia Modifies 
Import Procedures 


New procedures to speed up process- 
ing of import applications involving use 
of export retention credits have been 
introduced by Cambodia. 


All requests to import under the Ex- 
portation ‘Frais Accessoires (EFAC) 
system, as of May 1, must be submitted 
intially to the Cambodian Mixed Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Agriculture, 
which will verify that the commodities 
sought for import are on the authorized 
list of EFAC imports and that the prices 
stated on the application are current 
prices in the country of origin. 


Upon approval, the documents are 
forwarded to the commercial bank of 
the applicant where his EFAC exchange 
account is debited. The importer then 
submits his import application to the 
Office of Foreign Commerce for process- 
ing, and then to the National Exchange 
Office—responsible for insuring return 
of the full proceeds from export trans- 
actions—for approval. The import 
license then is delivered to the license 
applicant, 


Under the EFAC system, designed to 
encourage exports, an exporter is per- 
mitted to retain a certain percentage 
of the export proceeds of most products 
for free sale at any exchange rate he 
can obtain, while the bulk of the export 
proceeds is repatriated at the. official 
exchange rate of 35 riels to 1 U.S, 
dollar, 





Special accounts are maintained at 
commercial banks by owners of EFAC 
credits. At present, a 13-precent foreign 
exchange retention quota is set for 
products sold for dollars and for most 
other currencies now convertible into 
dollars, including German marks and 
pound sterling. For sales in other cur- 
rencies, the retention quota is set at 
10 percent.—U.S. Embassy, Phnom 
Penh, 


a 


Dominicans Raise 
Textile Duties 


The Dominican Republic has raise 
import duties on some textile items yp, 
der Law 5109, effective April 15. Th 
rate change on one item represents, 
duty reduction. Dominican tariff classif. 
cations affected, the new duties in Us 
dollars per unit specified, and old raty 
shown in parentheses, are as follows; 


407. Raveled cotton and cottonwaste, 
generated cotton without any other proce, 
ing, cotton floss and waste cotton cloth 
4.00 per 100 gross kilograms (3.00). 


407-a. Cotton remnants and waste cloth q 
general, in dimensions not exceeding 50 cep. 
timeters of length or width, provided they 
are not of only one dimension and are ng 
uniform; they must be imported exclusively 
for use as raw materials in the manufactur 
of padding and/or stuffing by duly licensed 
factories, 2.00 per 100 gross kilograms (3.0), 


525. Flax, hemp, jute, ramie, and all othe 
vegetable fibers not elsewhere provided for 
employed in the textile and cordage indy. 
try, raw or hackled, 5.00 per 100 gross kil 
grams (4.00). 


525-a. Thread or yarn waste of vegetabk 
fibers, including waste textiles of such fiberm 
and padding or stuffing of mixed fiber te. 
tiles, 6.00 per 100 gross kilograms (4.00), 

To obtain customs clearance of the 
items classified under 407-a, importer 
must obtain, from the Dominican Mip 
istry of Industry and Commerce, certi- 
fication showing intended use. —US, 
Embassy, Ciudad Trujillo. 


Turkey Raises Exchange 
Rate for Chrome Exports 


Turkey’s exchange rate for chrome 
ore exports was raised to 9 Turkish 
liras to the U.S. dollar by a decree of 
May 6 which increased the premium, to 
be added to the official rate of exchange 
of 2.80 liras—for chrome exports from 


2.10 to 6.20 liras. The effective rate for 
chrome-ore exports thus became 9.0 
as compared with the previous 4.90 liras 
to the U.S. dollar. 


The change in the chrome rate is the 
first modification of the exchange rate 
system announced in August 1958 under 
which a premium of 6.20 liras was added 
to the official rate of 2.80 liras for all 
transactions except the export of seven 
commodities. At that time a premium 
of 2.10 liras was instituted for exports 
of tobacco, chrome, copper, and opium, 
and a premium of 2.80 liras was applied 
to exports of raisins, filberts, and figs 
—U.S. Embassy, Ankara. 





Guatemala has extended to 1 year the 
original 3-month period fixed in the new 
tariff which become January 15, 1958 
for exemption from payment of :finés 
for errors in citing tariff classification 
on customs documents (Foreign Com 
merce Weekly, Feb. 9, 1959, p. 6).—US 
Embassy, Guatemala, 
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Argentine Import 
Lists Revised 


Import lists containing surcharge and 
prior deposit requirements have been 
revised by a May 6 decree of the Ar- 
gentine Government, (See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, February 2, 1959, p. 
10.) The new lists provide the following: 


Items on list No. 1 carry no exchange 
surcharges; items on list No. 2 carry 
surcharges of 20 percent; items on list 
No. 3 carry surcharges of 40 percent; 
items on list No. 4 carry surcharges of 
100 percent; items on list No. 5 carry 
surcharges of 300 percent; items on list 
No, 6—industrial equipment—carry sur- 
charges of 40, 180, and 300 percent, de- 
pending on type. 

Listed items require no prior de- 
posits. 

Unlisted items carry a 300-percent 
surcharge and a 500-percent prior de- 
posit on the c, and f. value plus the 
surcharge. Permissable automobile im- 
ports continue subject to surcharge re- 
quirements and prior deposit require- 
ments based on the c. and f. value, in 
addition to other charges based on 
weight and factory price, as reported in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
15, 1958, page 7. 

The Argentine Government _§an- 
nounced that the business community 
had been consulted about the revised 
lists and also that the May 6 decree 
was designed to promote economic de- 
velopment by balancing import require- 
ments against necessary protection of 
domestic industry and to ease import 
financing by eliminating most prior de- 
posits—U.S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Mexico Controls Animal 
Feed, Some Lamp Imports 


Various animal feed products and 
pressure lamps were added on April 11 
to the list of items requiring a prior im- 
port permit from the Mexican Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce. 


Import tariff items affected are as 
follows: 


099.99.05. Fodder, fresh or dried. 


0099.99.07. Fodder and other feeds mixed 
with vegetable and animal materials, even 
with mineral matter added. 


0899.99.08. Seeds crushed and mixed for 
poultry feed. 


0909.99.95. Mixtures, preparations, and prod- 
ucts of organic origin, even with mineral 
products, vitamins, or antibiotics added, pro- 
vided they are proved to be for poultry feed 
or for the manufacture of poultry feed and 
their commercial appearance clearly so spe- 
cifles, subject to prior registration with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, even 
f they bear indications of a secondary use 
as feed for other animals, not specified. 

099.99.97. Forage, not specified. 


"090.99.99. Fodder or feeds, not specified, 
‘for’ animals. 


, $62.00.00. Tlluminating lamps of ordinary 
metal of all kinds, which consume liquid or 
Baseous fuels and operate under pressure. 


—Diario Oficial, April 11, 1959. 
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Cuba Sets Tax on Wheat 
Flour Imports 


Cuba has imposed a special 
charge of $0.60 on each 200-pound 
bag of hard-spring wheat flour im- 
ported into that country, 


This tax was established by a 
resolution of the Ministry of Econ- 
omy on April 14, 1959.—U.S. Em- 
bassy, Havana. 


PAPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPIPP PIPPI AA 


British Borneo Liberalizes 
Imports From United States 


The Governments of the 3 areas 
making up British Borneo—the Colo- 
nies of Sarawak and North Borneo and 
the State of Brunei—have placed nu- 
merous items under Open General Li- 
cense. These items now may be imported 
directly from dollar countries without 
restriction. 


The lists of liberalized items which 


_may be consulted for reference. at the 


Far Eastern Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D.C., con- 
form generally to the list issued by the 
United Kingdom (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 6, 1958, p. 6). 


In addition to direct imports, British 


Borneo obtains goods from merchants 
in Singapore. This merchandise con- 
stitutes the largest part of Borneo im- 
ports. Such goods ordered from Singa- 
pore and ultimately consumed in British 
Borneo are subject to Singapore im- 
port regulations, which are at pres- 
ent less liberal than those of British 
Borneo (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Dec. 22, 1958, p. 8). 





Argentine Gift Package 
Regulations Eased 


New articles imported by private in- 
dividuals into Argentina—which have 
no commercial objectives and which by 
their nature and/or quantity clearly 
show they are for the personal use of 
the addresses—now are released free of 
exchange surcharges, up to a value of 
$5, the Argentine Ministry of Communi- 
cations has announced. 


If the value of the contents should 
be more than $5 and not more than $10, 
such packages may be admitted on pay- 
ment of a charge of 300 percent on the 
amount in excess of the allowance. 


The receipt of such packages is lim- 


ited to one a year per person.—U.S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires. 
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Germany Completes 
Convertibility Steps 


_All remaining foreign exchange re- 
strictions on the inflow of foreign capi- 
tal into the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many were removed, effective May 1, 
1959, by two decrees issued by the Fed- 


eral German Bank, with the approval 
of the Federal Ministry of Economics. 


General License No. 86/58 (Second 
Revision) authorizes German residents 
to receive loans from nonresidents in 
German marks or foreign currency, It 
stipulates, however, that copies of con- 
tracts covering loans with maturity of 
3 years or longer and in an amount of 
100,000 German marks or more must 
be submitted to the Land Central Bank 
of the area in which the borrower is 
located (4.2 German marks=US$1). 
The previous requirement that loans 
obtained abroad have a maturity of at 
least 5 years has been rescinded. 


General License No. 91/59 (Revised) 
removes all controls from transactions 
in securities, including money market 
paper. The general license does not ap- 
ply to residents of the Soviet zone, nor 


may securities be sent into the Soviet 
zone, 


Convertibility Achieved 


These two decrees, together with a 
third eliminating the distinction be- 
tween foreigners’ and residents’ Ger- 
man mark accounts (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, May 4, 1959, p, 9), 
represent the steps recommended by the 
Central Bank Council at its meeting in 
March. (See Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
April 27, 1959, p. 9). They constitute the 
final step in accomplishing practically 
full convertibility of the German mark. 


Some of the existing controls remain 
in effect, however, for special purposes: 
Interzonal payments continue to be 
effected by a special account; certain 
transactions with Turkey are subject to 
control pursuant to the debt consolida- 
tion arrangements being worked out in 
the multilateral negotiations sponsored 
by the Organization for European Co- 
operation (OEEC); and, in conformity 
with the London Debt Agreement, re- 
payments on certain German prewar 
debts are regulated. 


The elimination of the prohibition of 
the payment of interest on nonresident 
accounts does not automatically mean 
that interest payments on German mark 
accounts held by nonresidents will be 
made. For statistical purposes, commer- 
cial banks may continue to designate 
such accounts specially, and decisions 
with respect to the payment of inerest, 
within the maximum limits prescribed 
for deposits en the basis of term, will 
rest with the individual banks:—U.S. 
Embassy, Bonn, 
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Mexico Changes 
Import Duties 


Mexico has established new import 
tariff classifications for blades, adjust- 
able wrenches, and vehicle bodies, and 
has raised duties on automatic meters, 
asphalt-based insulating compositions, 


and butter. Classifications affected, 
their new duties, specific in pesos per 
gross kilogram unless otherwise speci- 
fied and percent ad valorem, with for- 
mer status shown in parentheses, are 
as follows: 


Effective April 9: 


743.08.04. Blades of iron or steel, 
inclinable, used as attachments on earth- 
working machines, weighing over 2,000 kilo- 
grams, and proved to be adaptable solely to 
tracklaying tractors: 0.15 and 15 percent. 
(New classification.) 


Effective April 14: 


880.06.02. Automatic meters for water, with 
caliber between 12 and 26 millimeters: 1.00 
and 25 percent. (New classification.) 

880.06.98. ‘Automatic meters for liquids or 
gases, not specified: 0.08 and 10 percent. 
(New classification. Previously, all automatic 
meters were covered by classification 8380.06.01, 
dutiable at 0.03 and 7 percent, now abol- 
ished.) 


Effective April 16: 


593.00.16. Insulating compositions with an 
asphalt base, used in electrical apparatus, 
containing over 90 percent fixed materials at 
100 degrees C., and over 5 percent ash: 0.25 
and 25 percent. (New classification. Previous- 
ly covered by 5983.00.00 and 01, dutiable re- 
spectively at 0.20 and 22 percent, and 0.10 
and 12 percent.) 

721.00.99.Wrenches, known as ‘‘English,” 
with ratch and endless screw for adjusting: 
9.00 and 40 percent. (New classification.) 
Effective April 17: 

7561.00.10. Bodies of ordinary metal or of 
plastic of all kinds for automobiles for trans- 
port of up to 10 persons: 15,000 pesos each 
and 40 percent. 

751.01.10. Bodies for automobiles for trans- 
port of more than 10 persons: 15,000 pesos 
each and 15 percent. 

7561.02.01. Bodies for trucks (except tank 
trucks): 10,000 pesos each and 10 percent. 

7561.03.10. Bodies for trailers covered by 
classification 751.03.01: 200 pesos each and 40 
percent. 


Effective April 21: 


fixed or 


0381.01.08. Natural milk butter, weighing 
with the immediate container up to 1 kilo- 
gram: 1.50 per legal kilogram and 30 percent. 


0380.01.04. Same, weighing with the imme- 
diate container over kilogram: 1 peso per 
legal kilogram and 30 percent. 

(Natural milk butter previously was cove 
ered by classification .01.00, dutiable at 
0.80 per legal kilogram and 25 percent, now 
abolished.) 


—Diario Oficial, April 8, 10, 15, 16, 1959. 





Netherland Dollar Import 
Liberalization Expanded 


The Netherlands Government has in- 
creased the number of products liber- 
alized with respect to import from the 
United States and other dollar area 
countries. Import licenses now are being 
granted automatically for these liberal- 
ized products. 


This action, taken in February, affects 
about 120 tariff items in the following 
general categories: 


Livestock, vegetables, fruits (including 
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oranges, dried seston: dried pears, and 
prunes), dairy products (including powdered 
milk and certain cheeses), fats and oils, 
fruit juices, oilcakes, hides and skins, chem- 
icals, plastics, perfumes, plyw , paper and 
paperboard, textile fibers and fabrics, textile 
waste, hosiery, o products, gold, alumi- 
num, agricultural machinery, office machines, 
electrical and electronic products, certain 
other machinery and mechanical parts, pho- 
tographic equipment and supplies, ships, and 
miscellaneous products such as _ linoleum, 
artificial teeth, brushes, and buttons. 


This liberalization is expected to have 
little, if any, effect on Netherlands 
imports from the dollar area, since im- 
port licenses had previously been issued 
freely for the products concerned. 





Economic Reequipment 
Bonds Issued in Brazil 


The Caixa de Amortizacao (Amorti- 
zation Office of the Ministry of Finance) 
has begun to issue economic reequip- 
ment bonds in accordance with the 
terms of Decree 42,915 of December 
1957, the Brazilian press has announced. 
These securities represent compulsory 
loans imposed by Law 1,474 of Novem- 
ber 1951, in the form of a surtax on the 
income tax and deposits required from 
insurance and annuity companies, to 
form a fund for improving port, rail- 
road and storage facilities. 


The bonds, which are redeemable over 
a’ period of 20 years, and which pay 
5-percent interest, are negotiable on 
the stock exchange. The present issue 
represents payments made in 1952, the 
first year in which Law 1,474 came into 
force, plus a bonus of 25 percent of 
those payments.—U.S. Embassy, Rio de 
Janeiro. 





Mexico Levies New Duty 
On Exports of Beef 


Mexico, effective April 7, 1959, estab- 
lished the following new export tariff 
classifications and duties on beef: 

021-01-01. Beef, fresh, refrigerated or fro- 
zen, if boned: 0.15 peso per gross kilogram. 

021-01-02. Beef, fresh, refrigerated or fro- 
zen, unboned: 0.20 peso per gross kilogram. 

Previously, all beef, boned or unboned, 
was covered by duty-free classification 
021-01-00, now abolished.—Diario Ofi- 
cial, April 3, 1959. 


— 


Guatemala Sets Surcharge on 
Imports From 27 Countries 


Guatemala has subjected import; 
from 27 countries to a surcharge of 1 
percent of applicable import duties ang 
charges under differential duty regula. 
tions which provide that this action be 
taken against countries with which Gua. 
temala has an unfavorable commercia} 
balance. 


The following countries are affected 
by the ministerial resolution of Apri] 
30: Australia, Belgian Congo, B 
Ceylon, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Hong 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Fed. 
eration of Malaya, Madagascar, Moroe. 
co, Mexico, Mozambique, Netherlands 
West Indies (except for gasoline ang 
petroleum products), Pakistan, Philip. 
pines, Portgual, Somalia, Sudan, Thai. 
land, United Kingdom, Uruguay, and 
Yugoslavia. 

Previous resolutions on this subject 
are canceled (Foreign Commerce Week. 
ly, Nov. 12, 1956, p. 7).—El Guatemal- 
teco, April 30, 1959. 





Lebanon Requires License 
For Women's Dress Imports 


Imports into Lebanon of women’s 
readymade dresses—Tariff Nos: 585a, 
585b(2), and 585c-d-e-f—now are sub 
ject to prior import license. This re 
striction was put into effect by decree 
No. 1706 issued April 20 by the Ministry 
of National Economy. Import of 
women’s knitted dresses remains free 
from such restriction. 

The decree is a result of approaches 
made to the Government by Lebanese 
dressmakers and dress-cloth importers 
who have for some time been suffering 
from foreign competition. 

Imports in 1957 of women’s ready- 
made dresses, 20 percent of which orig- 
inated in the United States, amounted 
to more than one million Lebanese 
pounds (L£1—US$0.31).—U.S. Embassy, 
Beirut, 





The discount rate of the Austrian 
National Bank was reduced from 5 te 
4% percent on April 23 as a result of a 
decision by the Board of Directors. 





Panama's Economic .. . 
(Continued from page $3) 
Panama by a private firm, and study 
and revision of Panama's legislation on 

housing matters. 


Canal Transits Set Record 


Panama Canal transits in the first 
quarter of 1959 exceeded 1958 traffic 
by 245 ships, with new records for daily 
transits in 1 month established in March. 

The Colon Free Zone in the first 
quarter of 1959 handled over 9.4 mil- 
lion kilograms of merchandise valued 
at $20.5 million. Incoming merchandise 


exceeded 1958 movement by 13 percent 
in value but was 3 percent below in 
quantity. Goods withdrawn in the first 
quarter of 1959 were 39 percent above 
the 1958 level in value but 10 percent 
less in quantity. 

Sales in the Republic represent 31 
percent of the quantity and 14 percent 
of the value of withdrawals in the first 
3 months. On the basis of value, sales 
to the Canal Zone amounted to 4.1 pe 
cent, to transiting ships 3.6 percent, 
and for reexport by sea 23.6 percent 
and by air 54.9 percent of the total 
withdrawals.—U.S. Embassy, Panama. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





“Toronto To Construct 
$200 Million Subway 


U.S. firms will be eligible to bid, as 
invitations are issued, on various ma- 
terials to be used and work to be pér- 
formed in connection with construction 
in Toronto of a new subway to cost 
$200 million. ; 

As construction of the subway prog- 
resses, the Toronto Transit Commission 
will issue bid invitations, and bids from 
US. firms will be welcomed. Invita- 
tions, however, will be announced in 
Toronto newspapers only. For this rea- 
son a plan has been worked out be- 
tween the U.S. Consulate General To- 
ronto and the U.S. Department of 
Commerce whereby copies of invita- 
tions to bid will be sent immediately to 
the Commerce Department, which in 
turn will publish these invitations 
through press releases and in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly. 


Invitations To Be Issued Soon 


Within the next few weeks invita- 
tions will be issued for bids on 20,000 
tons of cast-iron tunnel line segments 
with the following specifications: 


Sixteen thousand tons: 20,000 class 
metal 1 inch thick, or 25,000 class met- 
al % inch thick. 

Four thousand tons: 20,000 class met- 
al 1% inch thick, or 25,000 class 1 inch 
thick; and 20,000 class 1% inch thick, 
or 25,000 class 1% inch thick. 


Specifications also stipulate that these 
metal segments be 6 feet long and 2 
feet wide, weighing approximately 650 
pounds each, 


Persons or firms desiring to commu- 
nicate with the Toronto Transit Com- 
mission concerning construction mat- 
ters should address their inquiries to 
the Secretary, Toronto Transit Com- 
mission, 1900 Yonge Street, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. 


Construction in 3 Stages 


Under the present plan, construction 
of the subway will be divided into three 
Stages. The first stage, construction of 
which is to start within the next few 
months for completion by January 1, 
1962, will cover the 2-mile section run- 
ning south from Bloor Street along 
University Avenue to the Union Station. 
Cost of this section will be approxi- 
mately $40 million. 


Construction on the second stage will 
commence January 1, 1962, to be com- 
pleted January 1, 1967, at.a cost of 
about $100 million. The third stage of 
construction will run from January 1, 
1967, to January 1, 1970, and will: cost 
about $60 million.—U.S, Consulate Gen- 
eral, Toronto. 


May 25, 1959 


Six Foreign Governments Invite Tenders 
On Variety of Equipment and Materials 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U.S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Greece 

Machine tools consisting of heavy 
duty lathes, milling machines, cutting 
and binding machines, etc., and fire- 
fighting truck and accessories. Bids in- 
vited until June 18 by Piraeus Port 
Authority (OLP), Piraeus. » 

Additional information and assistance 
may be obtained from the Greek For- 
eign Trade Administration, 2211 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, NW., Washington, 
D.C? 


India 


Switchgear equipment for substations 
under Tudiyalur-Madurai 110/230-kilo- 
volt extensions; tender No. SE-62, bid 
deadline June 8, and insulators and 
accessories for substations under Tudi- 
yalur-Madurai 110/230-kilovolt exten- 
sions, tender No. SE-63, June 11. Bids 
invited by the India Supply Mission, 
2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington 8, D.C. Bid documents may be 
obtained from the mission at $5 a set 
for each tender. 

Welding sets, 2, diesel engine driven, 
double operator, portable, bid deadline 
July 22, and milling machines, 2, July 
29. Bids invited by Chief Engineer C 
Warehouse, Madras Port Trust, Madras. 
Bid documents may be obtained from 
Deputy Chief Accounts Officer in Chief 
Engineer’s Office at $1.90 for welding 
sets and $2.95 for milling machines. 
Purchase financed through International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment loan. 

Iron and steel products, 6,494 long 
tons, consisting of angles, squares chan- 
nels, joists, flats, sheets, wires, and 
blooms, tender No. DLF/13A/2D, bid 
deadline August 5; and mild steel 
rounds, 8,107 long tons, tender No. 
DLF/13A/21, August 12. Tender docu- 
ments may be obtained free of cost 
from Indian Embassy, 2107 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, NW., Washington, D.C.* 


Iran 


Activated carbon, 25 metric tons, for 
use in cotton-seed oil plant, and “ten- 
sile’ (de-coloring agent for oil), 25 
metric tons. Bids invited until July 7 
by the Iranian Chemical Company, Plan 
Organization, Baharestan Square, Teh- 
ran. 


Iraq 


Corrugated galvanized sheets, bid 





deadline May 26, and electrical mate- 
rials, May 30. Bids invited by Iraqi 
Republican Railways, Baghdad, 


Stationery, Ord/8, bid deadline June 
8; nails Ord/5, June 10; tools, Ord/23, 
bedsteads, Ord/25, mosquito nets, Ord/ 
26, blankets, Ord/27, June 15; and kit 
bags, Ord/28, June 17, Bid invited by 
Director of Contracts and Purchases, 
Ministry of Defense, Baghdad.* 


Enlargement and improvement of 
Shatt El-Hillah-Khan El-Jadwal regu- 
lators project, Contract 6; bids invited 
until June 4 by the Development Board 
and Ministry of Development, Baghdad. 
Preliminary deposit $16,800. Bidding 
documents may be obtained for $28 
from Directorate General of Legal Af- 
fairs and Contracts, Ministry of Devel- 
opment, Baghdad.* 


Water pipe and fittings; bids invited 
until June 7 by Director General, Iraqi 
Ports Administration, Margil.* 


Machine tools, for Basrah power 
project workshop, contract No. 13a; bids 
invited until June 30 by the Develop- 
ment Board and Ministry of Develop- 
ment, Baghdad. Bidding documents may 
be obtained from Embassy of Iraq, 
2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D.C., for $28 a set, not refund- 
able.* 


Pakistan 


Safety valves, 50, N.W.R. Tender No. 
210-S/O/SD/PIL-59; bids invited until 
June 3 by Chief Controller of Stores, 
North Western Railway, Lahore, 


Tunisia 


Wind and brass musical instruments 
with accessories; bids invited until May 
31 by L’Officer du Commerce Exterieur 
de la Tunisie, 13 rue Sidi Bou Mendil, 
Tunis. Bid notice, in French, may be 
obtained from the Embassy of Tunisia, 
2408 Massachusetts Avenue, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


Union of South Africa 

Carriage and wagon wheel lathes, 3, 
tender No. G. 7800; and jig borer, tend- 
er No. G. 7805. Bids invited until June 
12 by Chairman of the Tender Board, 
South African Railways Stores Depart- 
ment, P.O. Box 7784, Johannesburg. 
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Pakistan To Build 
Railway Bridge 


Bids are invited by the Government 
of Pakistan for supply of all materials 
and construction of a steel, trussed-arch, 
single-track, railway bridge with an 
806-foot 9-inch span over the Rohri 
Channel of the River Indus, the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce has reported, 


The project, located near Sukkur in 
West Pakistan, includes construction of 
two abutments on rock, all superstruc¢ 
ture work, one 5-foot 6-inch gage rail- 
way track and a concrete deck for a 
15-foot highway on the same center 
line. The major items of work are 5,500 
cubic yards of rock excavations; 13,700 
cubics yards of concrete in abutments; 
255 cubic yards of concrete in deck; 
1,010 long tons of high-tensile steel; 
2,290 long tons of mild steel; 9,300 
linear feet of 2%-inch galvanized strand 
suspenders with sockets; and 833 linear 
feet of track. 

Bids will be received until noon, lo- 
cal time, August 18, at the office of the 
Director-General, Railways, Ministry of 
Railways and Communications, Govern- 
ment of Pakistan, Karachi. 

Bidding documents may be obtained 
from that authority or D. B. Steinman, 
Consulting Engineer, 117 Liberty Street, 
New York 6, N.Y., for $63 a set. The 
plans are also available for review at 
the office of the consulting engineer. 


New NATO Project 
Planned in Turkey 


A new project in Turkey, estimated 
to cost about $301,500, has been opened 
to U.S. bidders under the competitive 
bidding procedure of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) , the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has re- 
ported, 


The project calls for construction of 
communication cable networks in five 
NATO airfields. Approximately 52,000 
meters of cable will be required. Target 
date for completion is July 31, 1960. 


Firms interested in bidding on this 
project must signify their intention 
before May 27 and return completed 
qualification forms before June 3 to 
Nafia Vekaleti, Hava Meydanlari Ve 
Akarayakit Tesisleri, Insaat Reisligi, 
Ataturk Bulvari No. 222, Kavaklidere- 
Ankara. The Turkish qualification forms 
may be obtained on request from 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

*Firms not already certified to parti- 
cipate in NATO work should send a 
resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in the brochure on th NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram, available from that Division. 
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Salvador Wants Refining 
Equipment Quotations 


Quotations on an electrolytic re- 
fining unit for precious metals are 
invited by INSAFOP, a Salvadoran 
Government agency promoting de- 
velopment of established and new 
industries, 


The unit should be capable of 
separating 10- to 30-percent zine 
content from bars of semirefined 
silver with some gold content at the 
rate of about 220 pounds of silver 
content in 24 hours. Four hundred 
and forty-volt, 60-cycle, 3-phase 
power is available at the site. The 
unit must be suitably packed for 
transportation over rough roads to 
mine locations. 


Interested firms should submit 
their quotations as soon as possible 
to the Director General, INSAFOP, 
4a Calle Oriente 16, San Salvador, 
El Salvador, C.A, 


PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPEPPP EFFI FIFI SA 


U.A.R. Invites Bids 
For Battery Plant 


Bids are invited by the United Arab 
Republic for the design and establish- 
ment in Syria of a complete plant to 
make dry batteries for radio sets, tele- 
phones, and for lighting. 


Included in the scope of the invitation 
is the supply and installation of all ma- 
chines, equipment, tools, and spare 
parts; erection of all necessary build- 
ings; and putting into operation includ- 
ing training of local personnel, a com- 
plete plant having capacity to produce 
in 260 days, working two 8-hour shifts, 
an output of about 200,000 units for 
radio sets, 1.6 million unifs for lighting, 
and 2 million units for telephones. . 


Bids should be submitted by June 1 
to the Managing Director, General Or- 
ganization for Executing the Five Year 
Industrial Plan of the U.A.R., 6 Kha- 
lil Agha Street, Garden City, Cairo, 
U.A.R., accompanied by a_ deposit 
amounting to 2 percent of the total 
value of the bid. 


A single copy of the bid conditions 
is available on loan from BFC’s Trade 
Development Division. 





New Zealand Amends Power 
Equipment Specifications 


Specifications for two 65,000-kilovolt- 
ampere 11/11/220-kilovolt transformer 
banks and spare parts units for Wai- 
rakei power station, contract 353, have 
been amended to include the following: 
The 127-kilovolt windings shall have 


Iraq Invites Bids 
On Construction 


Bids are invited from qualified cop. 
tractors by the Development Board and 
Ministry of Development, Baghdad, for 
the following building projects: 


West and East Baghdad Development 
Army Cooperative Housing Society, 
contract OBFP 103,104 (1959), con. 
sisting of 2,716 houses with correspond. 
ing community facilities. Bid deadline 
June 11. Preliminary deposit, 1 percent 
of bid. 

South Mosul Development, OBFp 
93a (1958), calling for construction of 
376 houses with community facilities 
and development of 74 plots in Sector 
No. 3. Bid deadline May 30. Prelimip. 
ary deposit, $30,800. 

Tel Mohammed Housing Scheme, con- 
tract QBFP 76b (1959), construction of 
the community facilities and elementary 
school. Bid deadline May 30. Prelimin- 
ary deposit $16,800. 

Doxiadis Associates, 29/2 53 Sa’doon 
Street, Baghdad, are consulting engi- 
neers for these projects. 

Bidding documents may be obtained 
from the Directorate General of Con- 
tracts and Legal Affairs, Ministry of 
Development, Baghdad, on payment of 
$70 for each project. 


Cosmos, Machine Took 


To Be Sold by US. 


Cranes and machine tools—U.S. Gov. 
ernment surplus property—are to be 
placed on sale in various locations from 
time to time by the General Services 
Administration. 

The cranes are of the overhead elec. 
tric traveling trolley type, 100-foot 
span, capacity main hoist 200 tons, also 
150 and 75 tons. 

Examples of the machine tools are as 
follows: 

Turret lathes; honing machines; ar- 
bor press; steam hydraulic press; oil 
hydraulic press; tool grinders; grinder 
tapping machine; Int. hydraulic feed 
grinder; hydraulic  single-wheel-type 
gear grinder; horizontal boring mill; 
milling machine; auto mod. type pro 
filer; rifling machine—electric drive 14 
x 16 inch guns, equipped with 35 horse- 
power, -220-volt motor (also various 
sizes); and lethium equipment used to 
produce lethium atmosphere in a gas 
fired annealing atmosphere—capacity, 
3,000 cubic feet. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the General Services Ad- 
ministration, Region 3, Area Sales Di- 
rector, Washington 25, D.C. 








graded insulations and the 11-kilovolt 
windings shall have uniform insulations. 

This trade lead was published in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, March 30, 
page 18, 
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Israel Oil Officials 
Visit United States 


Two engineers of the government- 
owned Oil Lines, Ltd., of Ashkelon- 
Afridar, Israel, scheduled to visit the 
Tulsa Exposition, and the 5th World 
Petroleum Congress in New York, will be 
interested in discussing the following: 
Pipelines, tank farm, pump design, re- 
conditioning of tank farms, installation 
of automatic pump stations, tracing of 
different oils in pipelines, and disposal 
of sludge deposits in tanks. 

Oil Lines, Ltd., which controls and 
operates Israel’s oil pipelines facilities 
and storage tanks tied in with the facil- 
ities, soon will move its headquarters 
to Haifa and operate the proposed new 
16-inch pipelines which may be laid in 
the coming months between Eilat and 
Beersheba. 

The company’s representatives, Yosef 
Carmy, Chief Engineer, and Shlomo 
Rabiner, may be reached in early June 
through the Government of Israel Sup- 
ply Mission, 250 W. 57th St., New York, 
N.Y. 





Greece Invites Tenders 
For Pole Line Hardware 


Bids are invited by the Government 
of Greece for pole line hardware esti- 
mated to cost $200,000, the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 


Included in the invitation are pole 

bands, eyebolts, hooks, woodscrews, fix- 
ing parts for crossarms, and cable 
clamps. 


Bids should reach the Greek Tele- 
communications Organization, Ltd., Sup- 


ply Department, 4 Sophocles Street, 
Athens, by 12 noon, May 30. 


Additional information and assistance 
to prosepctive bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 2211 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington, D.C. Copies of the 
specifications are available on loan from 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, 
US. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 





_American-blended type cigarettes con- 
tinue to gain consumer acceptance in 
Egypt, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 


Last year, this type of cigarette ac- 
counted for about 51 percent of Egypt's 
manufacture of all tobacco products, 
compared with 42 percent in 1957, and 
36 percent in 1956. 


May 25, 1959 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 


When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the eommodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 





Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Maison Gabriel Corcol (wholesaler), 
3 rue de Vignolles, Beaune (Cote d'Or), 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
fine Burgundy wines. 


Henri Darviot (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 2 place Morimont, Beaune 
(Cote d'Or), wishes to export direct or 
through agent fine burgundy still and 
sparkling wines, 


Germany 
C. W. Tasche AG (producer, ex- 


porter), Steinhagen, Westphalia, wishes 
to export through agents in territories 


other than San Francisco, Chicago, 
New York, and Washington, where 
presently represented, any quantity, 


highest-quality Genuine Steinhaeger, a 
Westphalian gin, 80 proof, distilled from 
grain and juniper berries in stone crocks 
containing +; qt. or 4; pt. Samples of 
crock labels available.* 


Visit to the United States by Mrs. 
Ilse Niederstadt-Tasche, chairman of 
firm’s board of directors, was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
30, page 25. 


Antiques 
Netherlands 


L.E.A. Kalff (export merchant), 21 
Zand- & Jaagpad, Baambrugge, wishes 
to export direct authentic antique paint- 
ings, furniture, brass, crystal and silver- 
ware, jewelry, ceramics and oriental art 
products, 


Carpets 
India 


Bharat Carpet Manufacturers (man- 
ufacturer, export merchant), Panipat, 
Distt. Karnal, Punjab, wishes to export 
direct 500 to 1,000 sq. yd. monthly vari- 
our grades of handmade woolen pile 
carpets. 


Chains, roller 
Italy 


Societal Italiana Catene Calibrate 
REGINA, s.p.a. (manufacturer of pre- 
cision roller chains, industrial and con- 
veyor chains, and free wheels for bi- 
cycles), Via Aldo Manuzio 15, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
15 million lire worth monthly roller 
chains. Catalog available.* 


China, Handpainted 
Italy 


SPLENDOR, di Alfredo La Monica 
(manufacturer), Corso Porta Romana 
72, Milan, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 200 monthly hand painted 
china plates. Sample and photographs 
available.* 


Foodstuffs 
Brazil 


F. Sayon S/A-Comercio e Industria 
de Perfumarias (wholesaler), Rua Ca- 
lalheiro Basilio Jafet 38, 6° andar. Caixa 
Postal 1712, Sao Paulo, wishes to export 
direct or through agent high-quality 
pineapples canned in tins or glass bottles; 
10,000 cans monthly high-quality canned 
Brazilian Heart of Palm (Palmito), 
packed in natural juice with salt added; 
erystalized fruit including guava, cit- 
rons, and tangerines, canned in tins or 
glass bottles; and jellies and marma- 
lades made of guava, citrons, pineapples, 
papayas, tangerines, and quinces canned 
in tins or glass bottles. 

Italy 


Ditta Guido Trivellato (exporter, 
wholesaler, classifier of wheat seeds on 
industrial .basis), Badia Polesine (Rovi- 
go Province), wishes to export direct 
or through agent 1 million to 1.5 million 
Ib. annually, first- and second-class 
veneto garlic. 

Netherlands 


N.V. Maatschappij Kaas & Export- 
handel v/h J.C. KEG & Co. (exporter, 
wholesaler), P.O. Box 11, Oosthuizen, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
natural and processed cheese—Edam- 
cheese 40% butterfat, Goudacheese 48%, 
and Cumin Leydencheese 40%. 


Rens Slot & Bonnet N.V. (exporter, 
wholesaler), 1 Stationsweg, Broek op 
Langendijk, wishes to export direct any 
quantity white and red cabbage and 
onions. 


Transimex (commission merchant), 
18 van Tuyllweg, Velsen Zuid, wishes to 
export foodstuffs in bulk or retail pack- 
ing. 
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Nigeria 

United Development Trading Co. (im- 
porter, exporter), P.O. Box 241, Ibadan, 
wishes to export direct chillies, black 
pepper and crushed cow bones. 


Furniture 
Germany . 


Schneider K.G. (manufacturer), 
Tuerkheim a.d. Wertach, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent phonograph 
cabinets with and without record chang- 
ers, music cabinets with and without 
radio and record changers, television 
tables and stands, and music cabinets 
according to specifications. 


Furs 
Japan 

Futaba Fur Co., Inc. (Futaba Fur 
K.K.) (manufacturer, exporter, whole- 


saler), 4 Nishi Ginza 5-chome, Chuo-ku, 
Tokyo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent mink wraps and acces- 
sories, including 50 coats monthly and 
300 stoles monthly. Illustrated and des- 
criptive literature available.* 


Greeting Cards : 
Japan 

Nakamura Shoji Co., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer), 26, 2-chome, Sueyoshi-cho, Naka- 
ku, Yokohama, wishes to export direct 
Christmas cards and Roketsu-zome Jap- 
anese paper. 
Handicraft 
India 


Shamshad Hussain—Interseas Traders 


(manufacturer, wholesaler), P.O. Box 
41, Moradabad, U.P., wishes to export 
direct 100 pieces monthly Indian handi- 
craft including brass artware and wood 
carvings. 


Singapuri Bros. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler), Abid Bldg., Bazar 
Ballimaran, Delhi 6, wishes to export 
direct or through agent Indian handi- 
craft including brass artware, ivory and 
wood carvings, 500 embroidered ladies 
handbags, monthly; and 5,000 lb. semi- 
annually knitting wool and hosiery yarn 
of 50% Angora (Kashmir) and 50% bot- 
any wool composition. 


The Tableware Craft Cottage (manu- 
facturer, exporter, wholesaler), Station 
Road, Moradabad, U.P., wishes to export 
direct or through agent 700 to 1,000 
articles monthly Indian handicrafts, in- 
cluding brass artware, ivory and wood 
carvings, and handprinted cotton car- 
pets. 


Italy 


Fedele Monteleone (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 20 Via Gianfilippo Ingrassia, 
Palermo, Sicily, wishes to export direct 
first-class folkloristic donkey and horse 
carts. Photographs available.* 


Hardware 
Germany 

Erwin Dierks (manufacturer), 4a Al- 
brechtstrasse, Luedenscheid, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 10,000 
monthly door peepholes in brass and 
plastic. Illustrated and descriptive liter- 
ature available.* 





investment in 


TURKEY 


a Bureau of Foreign Commerce handbook 


for U. S$. businessmen on: 


Turkey as a field for investment . . . economic conditions 
. » » natural resources . . . government and business . . . 
organization of business .. . agriculture . . . mining and 
manufacturing . . . labor . . . taxes and finance ... 
marketing . . . transportation and communications .. . 


foreign trade. 


$1.25 


from U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, or from 
the Superintendent of Dccuments, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 





Japan 

Sunlight Trading Co., Inc. (Shinko 
Boeki K.K.) (export merchant), 3 Kyo. 
bashi 2-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 600,009 
monthly of injection needles; 15,009 
monthly injection syringes; and 20 
monthly surgical tables. 


Musical Instruments 
Germany 


G. Grumbach (wholesaler, manufac. 
turer’s agent), 3 Lindemannstrasse, 
Duesseldorf, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 3,000 monthly mouth 
pieces for jazz trumpets, silver plated 
in 8 sizes. Photograph available.* 


Oil Paintings 
Netherlands 


Associated Artists of Haarlem (ex. 
port merchant), 94 Bloemendaal-sche. 
weg, Bloemendaal, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent oil paintings 
without frames, prices ranging from $5 
to $25 c.if. any U.S. port, 


Textiles 
Germany 


Helmke & Co. (export merchant), Bei 
den Muehren 70, Hamburg 11, wishes 
to export any quantity of high-grade 
Perlon velour backed with foam rubber 
for furniture and automobile upholstery, 
Samples available.* 


Tile, Ceramic 
Germany 


Buchtal A.G. (manufacturer), Schwar- 
zenfeld/Opf., wishes to export direct 
glazed and unglazed ceramic wall and 
floor tile. Catalog available.* 


Timber 
Thailand 


Oriental Corp., Ltd. (manufacturer, 
commission merchant, importing distrib- 
utor), 497-503 New Rd., Bangkok, wishes 
to export teak, yang and other Thai 
hardwoods. 


Toys 
Japan 


Union Toys Products Corp. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 54 Naka-okachi- 
machi 1-chome, Daito-ku, Tokyo, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 3,000 
to 5,000 doz. monthly battery operated 
nonstop action, friction, mechanical, 
stuffed, and rubber toys, 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aeronautical Equipment 
Dominican Republic a 
C.I.M.1.C. (Cia. Importadora de Ma- 
terial Industrial y Cientifico), (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
Aptdo. 807, Ciudad Trujillo, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
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new or reconditioned airplane engines 
and parts for C-46, C-47, P-51, and P-47 
models. 
Chalks 
Germany 

August Banse 0.H.G. (importer, whole- 
saler of minerals, chemicals, and signing 
chalks), 20-26 Pothmannsweg, Oberhau- 


sen-Rhid., wishes to purchase direct 
signing and writing chalks. 


Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals 


Italy 

Organizzazione Depositi Rappresen- 
tanze—Dott. Carmelo Riccobono (man- 
ufacturer, exporter, importer, whole- 
saler, agent), 2 Piazza Visita Poveri, 
Palermo, Sicily, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for pharmaceu- 
tical chemicals, and pharmaceuticals. 


Communications Equipment 
Thailand 

Oriental Corp., Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), 497-503 New Rd., Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for telephone sets and intercom- 
munciation equipment, as well as cable 
wires for telephone and electric wiring. 


Construction Machinery 


Germany 

Harms & Marcus (importing distrib- 
utor), 2 Klosterstrasse, Hamburg 1, 
wishes to purchase direct compressors, 
tools, generating set, electric motors, 
road building machinery, excavating 
machinery, diesel engines, diesel mine 
(pit) locomotives, and complete chem- 
ical plants for making acetic acids, and 
ethyl alcohol. 


Construction Materials 


Thailand 

Oriental Corp., Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer's agent, commis- 
sion merchant), 497-503 New Rd., Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct ceramic 
tiles, rubber flooring, steel bars, alumi- 
num window frames, and plumbing fix- 
tures. 


Disinfectants 
Italy 

Organizzazione Depositi Rappresen- 
tanze—Dott. Carmelo Riccobono (man- 
ufacturer, exporter, importer, wholesal- 
er, retailer, agent), wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for disinfectants, 


Fruit Concentrates 
Thailand 

Oriental Corp., Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer's agent, comis- 
sion merchant), 497-503 New Rd., Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for beverage fruit concentrates. 


Industrial Machinery 
India 
Phoenix Oil Co. (India), Pvt. Ltd. (im- 


porting distributor, manufacturer of 
hydraulic brake fluid), P.O. Box 1213, 
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Khari Baoli, Delhi 6, wishes to purchase 
direct good-quality machinery for the 
manufacture of zip fasteners, panel pins, 
eyelets and other nails for the manu- 
facture of shoes, and stitch and press 
buttons. Firm wishes one plant of each 
description and full details on each in- 
cluding technical data, earliest delivery 
date, and lowest c.i.f. Indian port quo- 
tations in Indian rupees. 


Lubricants 
India 


Phoenix Oil Co. (India), Pvt. Ltd. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer), 
P.O. Box 1213, Khari Baoli, Delhi 6, 
wishes to purchase direct lubricants, 
petroleum products, suitable for petrol, 
diesel, and vaporizing oil engines. Firm 
desires full details on the lubricants, 
earliest delivery date, and lowest c.i-f. 
Indian port quotations in Indian rupees. 


Marine Engines 
Thailand 


Oriental Corp., Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), 497-503 New Rd., Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for marine engines for small 
launches and coastal sea-going vessels. 


Paints 


Thailand 

Oriental Corp., Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer's agent, commis- 
sion merchant), 497-503 New Rd., Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 


agency for vinyl paints, lacquer, and 
varnishes for wood. 


Photographic Supplies 
Thailand 

Oriental Corp., Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), 497-503 New Rd., Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for movie cameras, projectors, 
lenses, screens and accessories. 


Rubber Products 


Netherlands 

Technische Rubberproducten Onder- 
neming (importing distributor), 27 Am- 
ersfoortsestraat, Soesterberg, wishes to 
purchase direct technical rubber prod- 
ucts, hose, and sheeting. 


Sanitary and Orthopedic Supplies 
Italy 

Organizzazione Depositi Rappresen- 
taze—Dott. Carmelo Riccobono (man- 
ufacturer, exporter, importer, wholesal- 
er, retailer, agent), 2 Piazza Visita 
Poveri, Palermo, Sicily, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for san- 
itary and orthopedic articles. 


Veterinary Products 
Italy 

Organizzazione Depositi Rappresen- 
tanze—Dott. Carmelo Riccobono (man- 
unfacturer, exporter, importer, whole- 
saler, retailer, agent), 2 Piazza Visita 
Poveri, Palermo, Sicily, wishes to pur- 
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SRR aces: 


World Trade Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
on private foreign firms or indi- 
viduals mentioned in the World 
Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
portunities departments of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 

Requests for these reports 
should include the names and ad- 
dresses of the firms or individ- 
uals. 

The information given in a 
World ‘Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 


me 


et) 


chase direct and seeks agency for vet- 
erinary products and specialties. 


Well Drilling and Tunneling 
Machinery 


Iran 


Yousef Behnam (well driller, water), 
Ave. Pars, Isfahan, wishes to purchase 
direct complete transportable drilling 
equipment capable of drilling well 120 
m. deep with diameter of 32 in., self- 
powered, and mounted for easy trans- 
portation, as well as tunneling equip- 
ment capable of tunneling 32-inch 
diameter tunnel. Firm states equip- 
ment is to be used for construction of 
qanat, an Iranian water supplying sys- 
tem consisting of wells connected by 
subterranean tunnels leading from 
mountains to cultivated plains. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Aeronautical Equipment 
Italy 


Ing. Edward W. Boyer (importing 
distributor), 7 Viale Campania, Milan, 


seeks agency for airplane parts and ac- 
cessories. 


Alcoholic Beverages 
Italy 
Agostino & Rodolfo Palermo (agent), 
58 Via Bentivegna, Palermo, Sicily, 
seeks agency for alcoholic beverages. 
Automotive Equipment 
Dominican Republic | 
C.I.M.LC. (Compania Importadora de 
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Material Industrial y Cientifico), (man- 
ufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), Aptdo. 807, Ciudad Trujillo, 
seeks agency for truck and automobile 
spare parts. 


Consumer Goods 
Canada 


Noram, Ltd. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer's agent), 4038 Namur St., 
Montreal 16, Quebec, seeks agency for 
consumer durable goods. Firm states it 
is sales agent for aluminum windows, 
building materials, and hardware and 
importers of goods except foodstuffs 
and textiles. 


Foodstuffs 
Ghana 

Paul Egli (manufacturer’s agent), 
P.O. Box 2221, Accra, seeks agency for 
canned meat, including corned beef. 


Israel 


J.M. Wagshal & Co. (manufacturer’s 
agent handling foodstuffs), 40 Nahlat 
Benjamin St., P.O. Box 585, Tel Aviv, 
seeks agency for dried fruits (Washing- 
ton State), and canned fruits, including 
apples, prunes, pears, pineapples, and 
peaches. 


Household Goods 
Netherlands 


Handelsonderneming IMRUVO (man- 
ufacturer of plastic balls and toys; man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 37-38 Damrak, Am- 
sterdam, seeks agency for inexpensive 
and moderately priced household articles. 


Machine Tools 
India 

Amin Chand Payare Lal (importer, 
manufacturer), 135 Canning St., P.O. 
Box No. 2014, Calcutta, seeks agency 
for machine tools, 


Paints 
Ghana 


Paul Egli (manufacturer's agent), 
P.O. 2221, Accra, seeks agency for auto- 
motive, household, and industrial paints, 
and aerosol paint sprayers, 


Ship Stores 
Dominican Republic 

C.I.M.I.C, (Cia Importadora de Ma- 
terial Industrial y Cientifico), (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
Aptdo. 807, Ciudad Trujillo, seeks 
agency for shipyard supplies, ship chan- 
dier goods, and naval stores. Firm is 
interested in obtaining exclusive agency 
with manufacturers or exporters who 
are in a position to execute orders im- 
mediately. 


Toys 
Netherlands 


Handelsonderneming IMRUVO (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 37 Damrak, Amster- 
dam, seeks agency for inexpensive and 
moderately priced toys. 
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Argentina 


Raul Lebed Del Grazia, Medrano 320, 
Buenos Aires, is interested in contact- 
ing breweries, garment manufacturers, 
and producers of miscellaneous commod- 
ities for export. Scheduled to arrive the 
latter part of May via New York for a 
week’s visit. U.S. address: c/o Argentine 
General Consulate, 12 W. 56th St., New 


York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York and 
other cities, 


Australia 


Dr. L. Berger, representing Capital 
Plastics, Pty. Ltd. (manufacturer of 
plastic toys, and clothes pegs), 6-10 Cook 
Rd., Marrickville, New South Wales, is 
interested in and seeks technical infor- 
mation concerning plastics, injection and 
blow moulding. Scheduled to arrive 
June 1 via New York for a 4-week 
visit. U.S. address: c/o Australian Con- 
sulate General, 636 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N.Y. Itinerary: Chicago, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Los Angeles, and possibly 
other cities. 


J. Burnett, representing E.M.I., 301 
Castlereagh St., Sydney, New South 
Wales, is interested in manufacturing 
under license and seeks technical infor- 
mation on electronic products including 
commercial radio and television receiv- 
ers. Scheduled to arrive during May via 
New York for a 2- to 3-week visit. U.S. 
address: c/o Capitol Records, Inc., 1730 
Broadway, New York, N.Y., and 1750 
N. Vine St., Los Angeles, Calif. Itiner- 
ary to be determined. 


V.G. Elliott, representing Fielden 
Electronics (Aust.), Pty. Ltd. (import- 
er, exporter of industrial instruments 
and controls, electronic instruments; 
manufacturer of electronic industrial 
instruments and controls), 113 White- 
horse Rd., Balwyn, Victoria, seeks tech- 
nical information and is interested in 
visiting plants concerned with the man- 
ufacture and sale of industrial instru- 
ments and controls, electronic instru- 
ments, computers and data processing 
equipment, optical instruments, and 
packaging machinery, 


Scheduled to arrive June 1 via New 
York for a 3-week visit. U.S. address: 
c/o Brown Bros., Harriman & Co., 59 
Wall St., New York N.Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Chicago, Minneapolis, Dallas, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Los Angeles, 
and San Francisco. 


Stuart M. Saywell, representing Per- 
kins (Aust.), Pty. Ltd., 16 Parramatta 
Road, Lidcombe, New South Wales, is 
interested in ceal mining and allied in- 
dustries and machinery and seeks tech- 


a 


nical !nformation. Was scheduled to 
arrive April 25 via San Francisco fop 
a 3-month visit. U.S. address: c/o Jef. 
frey Manufacturing Co., Columbus, Ohio, 
Itinerary: Columbus, New York, Cleve. 
Jand, San Francisco, Chicago, and Mar. 
ion (Ohio). 


J. C. Small, managing director, Brit. 
stand Distributors, Ltd., 637-9 Garden. 
ers Rd., Mascot, is interested in obtain. 
ing sales franchise for earthmoving, 
heavy construction, material handling, 
and associated equipment. Scheduled to 
arrive May 27 via San Francisco for a 
7-week visit. U.S. address: c/o Export 


Department, Oliver Corp., 400 W. Mad. 
ison St., Chicago, Ill. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, Seattle, Cleveland, Chicago, 
and New York, 


Andre Buysse, representing P.V.B.A, 
Buysse (manufacturer of feedstuff), 
Meulebeke, W. Vlaanderen, is interested 
in visiting American manufacturers of 
cattle feed, and seeks technical infor. 
mation on all aspects of feedstuffs man- 
ufacturing. Scheduled to arrive June 1 
via New York for a 6-week visit. US, 
address not given, Itinerary: New York, 
Columbus (Ohio), San Francisco, Texas, 
Florida, and return to the east coast. 


Brazil 


Leo Berthold, representing Torque 
S/A—Industria e Comercio de Mar- 
quinas Eletricas, Rua Barao de Itapeti- 
ninga 275, 4° andar (Caixa Postal 

74), Sao Paulo, is interested in visit- 
ing U.S. manufacturers of rolling 
bridges, cranes, hoists, and related ma- 
chines, and entering into a_ licensing 
agreement with U.S. manufacturers of 
these items. He seeks technical infor- 
mation. Scheduled to arrive the latter 
part of May via New York for a 15-day 
visit. 

U.S. address: c/o The First National 
City Bank of New York, 55 Wall St. 
New York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Philadelphia, and Stratford (Conn.), 
Cambodia 


John Nowers, representing Manufaec- 
tures Cambodgiennes de Cigarettes M. 
A.C. (importer of cigarette paper, to- 
bacco and equipment; wholesaler, man- 
ufacturer of cigarettes), 1 Vithei Neary 
Khlahan, Phnom Penh, is interested in 
tobacco manufacture. Scheduled to ar- 
rive June 1 via San.Francisco for a 15- 
day visit. U.S. address not given. Itiner- 
ary: Baltimore, Richmond, and other 
cities. 

Chile 


Rafael Riquelme de la Barrera Cota- 
pos, representing Fabrica de Articulos de 
Papeles, Cartones y Plasticos ERREBE, 
Rosas 1236-D, Santiago, is interested in 
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paper mill products factories, and seeks 
technical information. Scheduled to ar- 
rive about the first week of June via 
Miami for 4 2-month visit. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/o Mr. Fernando Bachelet, 305 
park Pl., Apt. 6, Charlottesville, Va. 
Itinerary: Miami, Washington, Char- 
jottesville, New York, Pittsburgh, Cleve- 
jand, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, and 
San Franciso. 


Cuba 
Pedro Casanueva, president, Industri- 


al Cocinera, S.A. (producer of electric 
ranges trade name Topper; importer of 
electrical resistances and other special- 
wed parts, fiberglas from the United 
States; and assembles components in 
metal cabinents manufactured and por- 
celainized in Cuba), Avenida 51 No. 
8,827, Marianao, Havana, is interested 
in purchasing household gas range 
burner units from a medium-size manu- 
facturer, preferably in Tennessee. 
Scheduled to arrive May 25 via Miami 
for a 14-day visit. U.S. address: Harper- 
Wyman Co., 8562 S. Vincennes Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. Itinerary: Memphis, Cin- 
cinnati, and Chicago, 


El Salvador 


Dr. Fernando Alvarado P., president, 
Industrias Quimicas, S.A., Aptdo. Postal 
1036, San Salvador, is interested in 
manufacturing medicinal products, and 
is seeking affiliation with U.S. drug- 
manufacturing firm to produce drugs 
for the Central American market. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 11 via New 
Orleans for a 3-week visit. U.S. address: 
c/o U.S. Department of Commerce, 61st 
Floor, Empire State Building, 350 Fifth 
Ave., New York 1, N.Y. Itinerary: New 
Orleans, Evansville (Ill.), and New 
York. 


England 

Leslie B. Fairall, representing Rexim 
Precast (midlands), Ltd., Stourbridge 
Road, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, is inter- 
ested in the purchase of concrete pipe- 
making machines. Was scheduled to 
arrive May 17 via Niagara Falls a 3- 
week visit. U.S. address. c/o 12514 
Weddall St., Taylor, Mich. Itinerary: 
Waterloo and Sioux City, Iowa. 


France 


Rene Walton, manager of Societe 
@Equipement. de Materiel Industriel & 
Agricole (S.E.M.I.A.), (retailer, whole- 
saler, jobber, and sales agent handling 
equipment and machinery for industrial 
uses, including agricultural machinery 
equipment for public works and build- 
ing contractors), and Girmat (an affili- 
ated company manufacturing and han- 
dling portable compressors and related 
equipment), both firms at 20-22 bis rue 
des Allamandiers, Bordeaux, is inter- 
ested in licensing arrangements and/or 
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Ecuador Invites Bids 
For New Pier 


The Board of Reconstruction de 
E) Oro, in Ecuador, invites bids un- 
til June 8 for the construction of 
a new pier at Puerto Bolivar, a 
port southeast of Guayaquil. 


Plans, specifications, and other 
details may be obtained for about 
$30 a set from Consulting Engi- 
neers, Rader & Associates, 111 NE. 
2d Avenue, Miami, Fla. 
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joint-venture operations, involving 
technical assistance, know-how, and in- 
vestment of U.S. capital, with American 
companies in view of manufacturing in 
France, for subsequent marketing on 
the European Common Market through 
the French firms’ sales organizations, 
of machinery and equipment of all types 
for utilization by public works and 
building contractors. 


Firms are interested in obtaining a 
general agency for France, or sections 
of France, for modern U.S. compressors 
for public works and building contrac- 
tors, preferably for heavy-duty, air- 
rotary, diesel-engine-operated equip- 
ment. Mr. Walton is also interested in 
visiting large plants in the United 
States specializing in the production of 
such machinery and equipment. Sched- 
uled to arrive June 2 via New York for 
a 2-month visit. U.S. address: c/o Mr. 
G. K. Charline, 139 E. Squantum St., 
North Quincy, Mass. Itinerary: New 
York, June 2-6; Cleveland, June 9-11; 
Boston, June 20-23; New York, June 
25-28; Cincinnati, July 2-5; Chicago, 
July 7-9; Houston, July 15-17; New 
Orleans, July 20-21; and Miami, July 
23-25. 


Greece 


Gerassimos Touliatos, representing 
Touliatos Company, Ltd. (exporter of 
olives in brine), 15 Panepistimious St., 
Athens, is interested in exporting Greek 
black olives in brine, and wishes to es- 
tablish contracts and possibly appoint 
agents in the United States. Scheduled 
to arrive the latter part of May via 
New York for a 6-month visit. U.S. 
address: c/o Royal Greek Consulate 
General, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Boston, 
Buffalo, Detroit, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
and San Francisco. 


Italy 


Gianfranco Agosti, representing Et- 
tore Agosti & F.llo di Romolo Agosti & 
C., 45 Viale Bianca Maria, is interested 
in purchasing textile machinery in the 
United States, and desires to visit U.S. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


textile mills and dyeing works. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 18 via New 
York for a 2-week visit. U.S. address: 
c/o Hote] Waldorf-Astoria, 50th St. and 
Park Ave., New York, N.Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Washington, Boston, and 
Philadelphia. 


Alexander Rohrwasser, representing 
Rinnova, S.a.S., di W. Rohrwasser & C., 
24 Via P. Castaldi, Milan, is interested 
in increasing his firm’s imports and 
exports of textile waste and rags. Sched- 
uled to arrive the latter part of May 
via New York for a 3 to 6-month visit. 
U.S. address: c/o George Robert Cook, 
Libbey Owens Ford Glass Co., 608 Madi- 
son Ave., Toledo 3, Ohio. Itinerary: New 
York, Chicago, Detroit, and Toledo. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion has published the following new 
trade lists of which mimeographed 
copies may be obtained by firms dom- 
iciled in the United States from this 
Division and from Department of 
Commerce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced by 
a brief review of basic trade and_in- 
dustry data collected in making the 
compilations. All are dated April 1959. 


American Firms, Subsidiaries, and Af- 
filiates—British East Africa. 


Chemical Importers and Dealers—Ma- 
laya. 


Chemical 
Sweden. 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Manu- 
facturers and Exporters—Spain. 

Instruments, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Turkey. 

Iron, Steel and Building. Materia] Im- 
porters and Dealers—Peru. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Importers 
and Dealers—Union of South Africa. 


Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Honduras. 


Importers and Dealers— 





Australia’s 1958 commercial almond 
harvest amounted to 1,088 short tons, 
in-shell basis—enough to satisfy 60 per- 
cent of the country’s needs, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Though still relatively small, the Aus- 
tralian almond industry is-slowly de- 
veloping as new trees come into bear- 
ing. 





U.S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco in February totaled 17 million 
pounds—a drop of 26 percent from 
February a year ago, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports, 


The value of February 1959 exports 
also was lower than in February 1958— 
$12 million compared with $16.6 million. 
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‘Go South Young Man 


Excerpts from an address of Honorable Henry Kearns, Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for International Affairs, at the World 
Trade Week Banquet, San Antonio, Texas, May 20. 


World conditions today make it imperative that the volume of 
trade between free nations be expanded greatly on a basis of mutual 
benefit. In no other way can the Free World maintain the edge of eco- 
nomie strength so necessary as a defense against the economic, political, 
and military threats of Communism. As the world leader in trade and 
the nation with the most to lose, we must accept the responsibility for 
the largest part of this vitally essential expansion. 


World trade perhaps is the most 
complex of the many factors contribut- 
ing to our national welfare. Our trade 
with other countries is an integral part 
of our Nation’s foreign policy which, 
of course, is designed to preserve peace 
in the world and to provide security 
for all Americans. Our trade with other 
countries also is an integral part of 
our Nation’s domestic economy, for it 
provides jobs, salaries, profits, and goods 
which mean greater prosperity for all, 
producers and consumers, alike, Of the 
many factors contributing to our na- 
tional welfare, probably no one other 
is more important. 


It is most appropriate, therefore, for 
the United States each year to set 
aside a time when we observe World 
Trade Week, a time when many of us 
meet in groups like this to take stock 
of our position in world trade and make 
plans for the future. 


High Level of Exports Essential 


Taking stock of our position in world 
trade, we find that the year 1958 
brought a decline in our Nation’s. ex- 
ports from the extraordinary all-time 
high of $20.8 billion in 1957 to $17.9 
billion. This is a drastic drop, but one 
which was almost inevitable when the 
underlying features of the peak 1957 
figures are examined closely. 1957 was 
a year when the Suez crisis,"the change 
in our cotton export price policy, a 
poor European grain harvest, and in- 
dustrial development which was reach- 
ing a peak in Western Europe and 
Japan provided American producers 
with markets which they never before 
had shared. 


Taking a second look at our exports 
in 1958, we find that they were greater 
than in any other year in our history, 
with the exceptions of 1957 and 1956. 
In 1955, the value of our exports totaled 
$146 billion. The previous high was in 
1953, when our total exports were val- 
ued at $15.7 billion. Against these fig- 
ures, our 1958 total of $17.9 billion does 
not look bad. As a contributor to our 
domestic economy, these $17.9 billion 
worth of exports were the equivalent 
of approximately 4 percent of our gross 
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national product. Each of us knows that 
4 percent to any producer of goods can 
mean the difference between prosperity 
and bankruptcy. Four percent of our 
gross national product, too, can make 
that difference. 


Imports Benefit Economy, Consumers 


A high level of imports is most ad- 
vantageous to our domestic prosperity. 
Since World War II it has been evident 
to students of our economy that Ameri- 
ca will be increasingly dependent upon 
external suppliers for many essential 
raw materials. Our known economic 
resources in the United States simply 
are inadequate for future needs. Too, 
although it must be remembered that 
a relatively small portion of our total 
imports are competitive with American 
manufacturers, every one of our 175 
million people is a consumer and, as 
such, benefits from competition that 
reduces prices, increases selectivity, 
and sets in motion the dynamic forces 
of ever-increasing availability. 


But of utmost interest to all Ameri- 
cans is the very fact that this country 
must import goods from foreign lands 
if we are to maintain a high level of 
exports. It is axiomatic that interna- 
tional trade, for the benefit of all, must 
be a two-way exchange unencumbered 
by artificial barriers or restrictions. 


Unless we are willing to limit future 
production and the opportunities for 
expansion, it is necessary that we look 
towards additional markets abroad, and 
to the many hundreds of millions of 
people who can use our products bene- 
ficially if they can just find the means 
of buying them. Of course, developing 
additional markets abroad requires the 
same hard work and diligence needed 
to increase sales in the domestic mar- 
ket. It requires constant research and 
development to find new products for 
old and new uses. It requires vigorous 
person-to-person sales and promotional 
effort. It requires extensive market 
research and knowledge of the area. 
These are essentials if we as a nation 
are to take full advantage of the po- 


tentials for continued prosperity in the 
future. 


Economic Development Assisted 
Everywhere south of the border, the 
passion for economic development jg 
burning. The United States, as a re. 
sponsible member of the Inter-Americg 
family of nations, has an obligation tg 
assist in this economic development— 
and we are, through great amounts of 
both private and public assistance. 
Often, however, our total efforts in this 
direction are underestimated. 


A number of the Latin American 
countries have benefited from grants 
of foodstuffs or sales of agricultural 
products on easy terms under Public 
Law 480, and in addition have obtained 
economic development loans out of the 
local currency proceeds of such gales. 
Last year the Export-Import Bank 
made loans to Latin America totaling 
$477.4 million, a larger volume of loans 
to Latin American countries than ever 
before in its 25-year history. The-De- 
velopment Loan Fund also provided 
assistance to a number of undertakings, 
chiefly in the private enterprise field, 

The International Bank for Recon. 
struction and Development made new 
loans to Latin America totaling $150 
million. The International Finance Cor. 
poration, an affiliate of the World Bank, 
made investments in a number of Latin 
American enterprises and facilitated 
the mobilization of private capital for 
many other undertakings. 


It now appears likely that the initia- 
tive taken by the United States last 
year to enlarge the resources of the 
World Bank and of the International 
Monetary Fund will come to fruition. 
The International Monetary Fund also 
has been active in assisting the Ameri- 
can Republics to meet current exchange 
problems and to provide consultative 
and technical assistance. 


Last month (April 8, 1959) an agree- 
ment was concluded at Washington for 
the establishment of the Inter-American 
Development Bank with total resources 
of $1 billion, which is designed to “con- 
tribute to the acceleration of the prog- 
ress of economic development of the 
member countries, individually and col- 
lectively.” Its foundation is considered 
a basic part of “Operation Pan Ameri- 
ca,” the long-range, cooperative pro- 
gram now being worked out by the OAS 
nations in all aspects of economic de- 
velopment. It is expected that the Bank 


should get into operations by early next . 


year. 
The rise in payments to Latin Amer 
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| ca has been assisted also in large part 
py private transactions such as tourist 


expenditures and private investment. 
These transactions, while less dramatic 
than government-to-government loans 
and grants, have been sizable indeed. 
since World War II, for example, total 
expenditures by United States tourists 
on trips south of the border exceeded 
$4 billion, and American private invest- 
ment in Latin America has increased 
by approximately $7 billion. 


While the amount of dollars Latin 
America has gained from tourism, from 
private investment, and from United 
States Government and international 
institution aid and lending activities, 
has been impressive, running into many 
billions, the rise in payments to Latin 
America since World War II has been 
achieved chiefly through their exports 
as a result of improvement in the terms 
of trade. 


* Since World War II, the period 1946 
through 1958, the total value of United 
States imports from the twenty Ameri- 
can Republics has amounted to $40 
billion. 


The United States buys around 45 
percent of Latin American total exports. 
Furthermore, 56 percent of these im- 
ports enter the United States duty 
free. The United States is not only the 
largest market in the world for coffee, 
paying for it in hard currency, but is 
the only important nation that does 
not collect heavy duties and/or excise 
taxes on coffee. 


But while I want to make clear that 
the total of United States assistance 
has been far greater than most people 
realize, the bulk of Latin American 
growth has been financed internally. 








Throughout that area, the traveler sees 
new construction resylting in -additional 
productive facilities and modern hous- 
ing. He sees great new stores, bountiful 
croplands, and teeming industry. And 
he cannot help but be impressed with 
the ubiquitous “spirit of achievement.” 


Truly, Latin America is growing by 
leaps and bounds. The opportunities 
there are limitless. The challenges are 
great. 


Trade Posture Examined 


In preparing to meet these challenges, 
it would be well to examine our present 
Inter-American trade posture. This is 
the base upon which we must build. 


Our imports from the American Re- 
publics, after rising each year since 
the 1953-54 recession, reached very high 
levels in 1956 and 1957, but fell off last 
year as the result of weaker coffee 
prices and lessened demands for raw 
materials. The unit value of imports 
from Latin America fell about 5 per- 
cent from the 1957 level, and this 
brought down the value total despite 
the fact that the volume of our imports 
from Latin American was slightly above 
that in 1957. 


Returns for the first two months of 
this year show further declines in our 
trade with the southern republics as 
compared to the same period last year. 
Exports of the O.E.E.C. countries to 
Latin America also declined last year, 
although by a smaller percent than in 
the case of the United States, but Euro- 
pean imports from Latin America de- 
clined more deeply than in the case of 
the United States. 


It may be doubted whether European 
purchases from Latin America will rise 
appreciably this year. Among the rea- 
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Australia $0.65 Pakistan $1.00 
Central America 1.50 Paraguay 0.65 
Colombia 65 Peru 1.25 
Cuba 1.25 Philippines 1.00 
Ecuador 1.00 Fed. of Rhodesia 

Indonesia 1.25 and Nyasaland 1.75 
Japan 1.00 Turkey 1.25 
Mexico 1.25 Union of South Africa .75 
Nigeria 1.00 Venezuela 1.25 


BFC’s series of handbooks designed to help the 
U. S. businessman appraise individual foreign 
countries as markets for his product or capital. 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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sons are the reduced availability of 
meat for export from Argentina and 
Uruguay; lower coffee prices’ and 
African competition; lower sugar prices; 
increased European self-sufficiency; 
United States competition in cotton, 
grains, vegetable oils; and Russian com- 
petition in metals. 

Admittedly, there are some offsetting 
factors, but it is doubtful if Latin 
America will be able to earn exchange 
needed for large additional imports from 
Europe. This is the overall situation 
but it does not mean, of course, that 
European suppliers will not give us a 
run for our money as regards a good 
many specific items. 

This, then, is the base upon which we 
must build if we and our friends to the 
south are to benefit fully from the limit- 
less opportunities which lie ahead. 


Texas has a multimillion dollar stake 
in this future, but, as nothing worth- 
while comes easily, this stake must be 
earned. Our dreams can become reality 
only through greater effort, greater 
imagination, and greater ability. 


Meeting the Challenge 


The questions we must be prepared 
to answer in meeting this challenge are: 

@ Will we make a greater effort to 
know our Latin American neighbors, 
and their language and customs, their 
aims and aspirations? 

@ Are we prepared to establish and 
maintain a constant import policy that 
will assist the raw material producing 
countries of the South in their develop- 
ment of dependable economic bases for 
a feeling of security? 

@ Are we prepared to continue the 
Southward flow of private capital, ex- 
panding it beyond the extractive in- 
dustries and adding to it the priceless 
ingredient of management and techni- 
cal know-how? 

@ In planning our trips abroad, will 
we remember the magnificent and 
varied attractions of the Central and 
South American countries and encour- 
age our friends and associates to make 
frequent visits to this area so that we 
will increase mutual understanding and 
add the economic advantages of tourist 
expenditures. 

@ Are we willing to send our repre- 
sentatives and travelers throughout 
this area telling of the benefits that 
can be obtained from American prod- 
ucts and actively competing with the 
other industrial nations of the world. 

These are some of the specific things 
that can be done in 1959. 

In 1850, after contemplating the op- 
portunities of the known world, Horace 
Greeley expressed his advice in a well 
known four word phrase. Today, in 1959, 
the tremendous natural resources, the 
growing energy of the people, and the 
relative proximity of Latin America 
prompt us to say to the ambitious, the 
venturesome, the brave and the far- 
sighted: GO SOUTH, YOUNG MAN! 
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Impact of St. Lawrence Seaway on US. 
Foreign Trade and Shipping 


Ernst A. Van Es 


Director, Transportation and Utilities Staff 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


With the inauguration of the St. Lawrence Seaway System on 
April 25, 1959, a new and important trade route has been opened up to 
the merchant fleets of the world, reaching 2,400 miles inland from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the heartland of the North American Continent, trans- 
forming the Great Lakes into the world’s “eighth” great sea. 


This project, which has been 


debated by the U.S. and Canadian 


Governments for almost 50 years, is of such great magnitude and im- 
portance that it will be dedicated officially by the President of the 
United States and the Queen of England on June 26 at Montreal. The 
inauguration of this new Seaway is the greatest event in ocean transport 
since the opening of the Panama Canal. 

For the United States, the completion of this important sea link with 
the rest of the world has two significant implications: the opening up of 
the vast Midwest region, which holds 60 percent of North America’s 
population and 65 percent of the Continent’s manufacturing capacity to 
approximately 80 percent of the world’s merchant fleets and participa- 
tion by U.S. flag vessels for the first time in the oversea trade via the 
Great Lakes which heretofore has been carried exclusively by foreign 


flag ships. 


Foreign Trade Implications 


The basic contribution of the Seaway 
to the development of foreign trade is 
the fact that it is now possible for most 
oceangoing vessels with a cargo-carry- 
ing capacity of 8,500 to 10,000 tons 
(compared with a maximum carrying 
capacity of less than, 3,000 tons prior to 
deepening the channel to 27 feet) to 
load and discharge directly at all of the 
Great Lakes ports which provides ade- 
quate berthing facilities. In other words, 
the Seaway will bring ocean transpor- 
tation to the front door, so to speak, of 
the vast industrial and agricultural 
Midwest region, thus providing the 
means for a vigorous, sustained expan- 
sion of foreign trade. 

This increased vessel capacity un- 
doubtedly will be an important con- 
tributing factor to the expansion of 
foreign trade, as it will increase the 
operating efficiency of shipping on the 
Seaway with a consequent reduction in 
ship operating costs. As an example a 
vessel carrying from 8,500 to 10,000 
tons of general cargo, with an operat- 
ing expense not greatly in excess of 
the smaller vessels formerly serving the 
area, can carry up to five times the 
amount of cargo carried by its prede- 
sessor. And bulk cargo vessels can carry 
up to ten times the former limitations. 

In considering the effect the opening 
of the Seaway is expected to have on 
the expansion of foreign trade, general 
interest is usually centered on the 
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movement of general cargo. However, 
it should be borne in mind that this 
will represent a relatively small frac- 
tion of the anticipated waterborne ton- 
nage through the Seaway as most of 
the traffic will consist of bulk shipments 
such as grain, iron ore, coal, pulp wood, 
newsprint, etc. 


Other major items are petroleum and 
petroleum products, foreign crudes and 
residuals, as well as gasoline and other 
products, Some of this latter cargo will 
undoubtedly be transshipped at Mont- 
real from deep draft tankers to those 
capable of transiting the Seaway. Wood 
pulp, pulp wood, newsprint, etc. will be 
important cargoes from a tonnage and 
revenue standpoint, 


Tourism May Develop 


Although obviously the Seaway will 
primarily stimulate the movement of 
waterborne cargo, the fact should not 
be overlooked that this new waterway 
may provide a considerable potential 
for the development of tourist trade. 
An example of this possibility is the 
fact that at least one foreign shipping 
line, the Fjell-Oranje Line which is a 
combination of Dutch and Norwegian 
shipping interests, is completing con- 
struction of two passenger-cargo vessels 
especially designed for Seaway traffic. 
The vessels are being built in the 
Netherlands and will accommodate 115 
one-class passengers. These 16%-knot 
vessels will provide services between 
ports in Western Europe and ports on 


the Canadian East Coast and along th 
Great Lakes, beginning this summer, 


Transportation Cost Factors 


Two principal cost factors that will 
tend to stimulate export and impor 
shipments via the St, Lawrence Sea. 
way are a possible reduction in ocean 
transport charges and a substantial de 
crease in the cost of the overland hay 
to port areas, As already pointed out 
ship-operating costs on the Seaway will 
be decreased as a result of the larger 
carrying capacity of the vessels which 
are now capable of transiting the new 
waterway. This reduction in ship-oper 
ating costs in turn undoubtedly will bk 
reflected in Jower ocean transportation 
charges. Also the fact that shipments 
from the Great Lakes area to and from 
oversea destinations can now move 
over the Seaway route without trans. 
shipment at intermediate ports wil 
tend to reduce ocean freight rates, 


Perhaps one of the most important 
factors that will influence the expan 
sion of foreign trade through Great 
Lakes ports is the elimination or drastic 
reduction of the cost of rail, highway, 
and inland waterway haul from Mié¢ 
west points tributary to the Great 
Lakes to Atlantic and Gulf ports. For 
shipments originating in any of th 
ports areas bordering the Great Lakes, 
the former overland haul to either At 
lantic or Gulf ports is entirely elim: 
nated. For other Midwest shipping points 
tributary to the Great Lakes there & 
likely to be a drastic reduction in th 
cost of surface transport by rail, high 
way and/or inland waterway from such 
points to loading ports on the Great 
Lakes as compared to the former cost 
of these hauls to Atlantic and Gul 
ports. 


However, there is undoubtedly going 
to be a transition period before these 
rate advantages will become fully e- 
fective. Since the eastern railroads af 
likely to lose some traffic originating in 
the Midwest region, which prior to the 
opening of the Seaway moved exclusive 
ly through Atlantic and Gulf ports 
these carriers as well as the Atlantic 
and Gulf ports are going to exert every 
effort to retain their present trade from 
the Midwest and the earnings derived 
therefrom. To accomplish this, highef 
rail rates may be imposed’ on product 
shipped abroad through Great Lake 
ports instead of through Atlantic @ 
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Guif ports, and, reversely, lower rail 
rates may be established for the move- 
ment of specific export and import ship- 
ments between the Midwest area and 
atlantic and Gulf ports. 

Other factors at the present time 
work to the disadvantage of shipments 
fo overseas areas through the Great 
Lakes ports. As an example, at Lake 
ts the railroads allow only 2 days 
“free time” on railcars with export 
freight, Atlantic and Gulf ports have 
g days. The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission is presently holding hearings on 
this matter, 


Potential Traffic Estimates, Trends 
Varying estimates have been made 
as to the potential traffic on the Sea- 
way. Actually, the governing factor 
insofar as traffic between the St. Law- 
rence River and the inland lakes is 
concerned is the Welland Canal. This 
canal connects Lake Ontario with Lake 
Erie and vessels are required to nego- 
tiate seven lift locks to overcome the 
difference of 326 feet between the levels 
of the two lakes. The annual handling 
capacity of this canal is estimated by 
the U.S. and Canadian Seaway authori- 
ties at 58-60 million short tons, 

It is also estimated by the same 
authorities that during the calendar 
year 1959 traffic through the Seaway 
will increase to about 25 million short 
tons and will increase to 50 million tons 
by 1969. In comparison, traffic through 
the Seaway during 1957 amounted to 
14 million short tons. Any increase in 
traffic beyond the estimated capacity 
of the Welland Canal will naturally de- 
pend on a greater number of larger 
vessels using the Seaway and a more 
even balance between the movement 
of downbound and upbound cargo, as 
the great bulk of the present Welland 
Canal tonnage is downbound. 

The greater part, or approximately 
8 percent of the expected increase in 
water shipments through the Seaway 
will consist of bulk commodities such 
as grain, iron ore, petroleum, coal, wood 
pulp, and nonferrous ores. It is esti- 
mated that general cargo shipments 
will account for the balance of 15 per- 
cent, 

In the past the great bulk of U.S. 
grain has moved via Buffalo and other 
Eastern Lake ports through New York 
and other Atlantic seaboard ports, and 
Via rail and the Mississippi River 
through Gulf ports. It is estimated that 
with the advent of the Seaway, the cost 
of transporting grain from the Lake 
head to oversea destinations will be 
greatly reduced primarily through the 
tlimination of transshipment costs. 

One of the underlying economic justi- 
fications for constructing the Seaway is 
the need to provide cheap water trans- 
portation for iron ore from Quebec- 
Ungava to the inland steel mills on the 
Great Lakes. Movement of iron ore 

Quebec to inland steel mills is 
expected to reach 10 million tons an- 
tually without considering possible fu- 
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ture expansion, which some have esti- 
mated will increase to 20 million or 
more tons. This anticipated movement 
of iron ore inbound from the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence perhaps is the most sig- 
nificant factor in determining future 
trade flows within the St. Lawrence 
Seaway system. Besides iron ore, it 
could have a major influence in shaping 
the future shipping patterns of western 
wheat to the Atlantic seaboard, as well 
as general import cargo destined for 
Canadian and American consumption. 

The Seaway is not likely to seriously 
disturb the existing patterns of petro- 
leum shipments in the Great Lakes area 
or on the St. Lawrence, Petroleum sea- 
way traffic can be expected to increase 
proportionately to growth in market 
demand in bordering regions and in re- 
sponse to new refinery resources along 
the route of the Seaway. The water- 
borne shipment of coal is likeiy to in- 
crease with the Seaway, and this in- 
crease could be considerable, if, as has 
been assumed, new steel mills are con- 
structed along the St. Lawrence below 
Montreal. The cost of moving coal from 
Lake Erie ports to Montreal and Que- 
bec via large lake freighters, taking 
advantage of the deeper drafts offered 
by the Seaway, will probably be as 
much as one-third less than via the 
present type of carrier. 

This inducement should create an 
enhanced demand for U.S. coal which, 
for the most part, would probably move 
from Lake Erie ports via the Seaway to 
Montreal and the general Quebec mar- 
ket. The same inducement should en- 
coal from lower lake ports for over- 
sea shipment to northern Europe. Vir- 
tually all of this traffic now moves via 
East coast ports. 

The shipping pattern of wood pulp 
will not undergo any major shift as a 
consequence of the Seaway. Increasing 
market demand will increase shipping 
volume, but no marked changes are 
likely to develop in the basic traffic 
flow of commodity shipments. 

It can be expected that traffic in non- 
ferrous ores will develop and respond 
to the increase of productivity of new 
mining developments in regions con- 
tiguous to the St. Lawrence and the 
Seaway route. 

It is anticipated that there will be 
a substantial increase in general cargo 
shipments to and from the inland 
waters of the Great Lakes via the St. 
Lawrence now that the Seaway is 
opened. In spite of the former limitation 
of the Seaway, the volume of oversea 
commerce on the Great Lakes has in- 
creased every year since the end of 
World War II. In 1946 for example, 
there were only 3 lines, operating 12 
ships, that carried a total of 27,000 long 
tons of imports and exports. In contrast, 
17 lines operated 95 ships and carried 
almost one-half million long tons of 
general cargo during 1957. 


U.S. Shipping Services Started 
Despite the growth of Great Lakes 
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U.S., Canada Share 
In Seaway Cost 


The total construction cost of the 
entire St. Lawrence Seaway, exclud- 
ing the construction of power proj- 
ects, amounts to approximately 
$471 million. Of this total, Canada's 
share is $340 million or more than 
twice the outlay for the U.S. por- 
tion of the Seaway, which totals 
$131 million, Contrary to popular 
belief, this amount was not paid 
for out of Government-appropriated 
funds, but was borrowed by the St. 
Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation from the U.S. Treasury 
at an average interest rate of 31% 
percent. 

Public Law 358, creating the De- 
velopment Corporation, provides 
that both the principal and interest 
must be repaid within a 50-year 
period from toll revenues derived 
from shipping using the Seaway. 


0 000.440044464040000000000000 


oversea steamship traffic during the 
past 25 years, American flag operators 
did not find it feasible to operate in 
this trade, primarily because of the 
need for small specialized ships and con- 
sequent higher operating costs. The 
Maritime Administration has declared 
three additional trade routes essential 
to the foreign commerce of the United 
States. These include Trade Route No. 
32 between the Great Lakes and West- 
ern Europe; Trade Route No. 33 be- 
tween the Great Lakes and the Carib- 
bean Area, and Trade Route No. 34 
embracing Great Lakes-Mediterranean 
commerce, Two additional studies in 
process by Maritime are concerned with 
the essentiality of trade between the 
Great Lakes and Africa on the one hand 
and South America on the other. 


At the present time a total of 6 U.S. 
shipping lines have applied to the Fed- 
eral Maritime Board for operating 
subsidy contracts covering U.S. flag 
sailings on Trade Routes No. 32, 33, and 
34. The companies involved are: Route 
No. 32—U.S. Lines, Isbrandtsen Steam- 
ship Co. and T, J. McCarthy Steamship 
Co.; Route No, 33—Grace Line, Inc.; 
and Route No. 34—American Export 
Lines, Inc. and American President 
Lines. In addition, Moore-McCormack 
Lines seeks to serve the Great Lakes 
Area on a privilege basis to the foreign 
areas covered by their present services 
(East Coast of South America, Carib- 
bean Area, Scandinavia and Baltic, 
South and East Africa). 


The Federal Martime Board approved 
the award of a contract to Grace Line 
on March 16, 1959, to make from 24 
to 34 annual sailings from the Great 
Lakes to the Caribbean trading area 
effective with the opening of the Sea- 


(Continued on page 26) 
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U.S. Industry's Role 
In India’s Progress 


Special panels were convened on the 
second day of the special conference in 
Washington, May 4-5, which had as its 
major theme the vital importance of free 
world cooperation, both public and pri- 
vate, in India’s economic development 
programs. The panels discussed infor- 
mally and in detail the role that Amer- 
ican industry could play in India’s 
development, 

Major formal speeches given at the 
conference were published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 18, page S-12. 

A resume of the special panels is as 
follows: 


Business Experience Discussed 


The role of American industry in 
India’s development was discussed in 
a special panel by C. B. Marshall, vice 
president of Standard Vacuum Oil Co.; 
Michael Webster, assistant to the presi- 
dent, Johnson & Johnson International; 
and Herbert Harig, president of Harig 
Manufacturing Co., and member of a 
recent U.S. trade mission to India. 

Mr. Marshall implied that his com- 
pany experiences some difficulties from 
time to time because of the Indian Gov- 
ernment’s changing emphasis on cer- 
tain aspects of its economic policies but 
expressed the hope that his company 
could continue to maintain basically 
good relations with the Indian Govern- 
ment, The favorable climate in India 
for foreign business activity was 
stressed by Mr. Webster, whose com- 
pany has just established a large new 
enterprise there. Mr. Harig spoke of 
the many investment opportunities he 
encountered in India some time ago as 
a member of a U.S. trade mission and 
said his company is now engaged in 
following up one of the opportunities. 

Of special importance to the Ameri- 
can business community were panel dis- 
cussions on Indian industrial policy and 
on private investment in India. Other 
panels covered India’s role in world af- 
fairs, the Indian political scene, re- 
sources and objectives, agricultural de- 
velopment, and small industry in the 
Indian economy. 

Participants in the industrial policy 
panel agreed generally that the Indian 
private sector and foreign investors 
have vast opportunities in that country 
if they moved rapidly to capitalize on 
investment opportunities now unfolding 
in the economy; otherwise the Indian 
Government will be obliged to initiate 
new industries to ensure the success of 
- its planning objectives. 

Joint-Venture Method Promising 

The most promising new method of 
conducting business in India, it was 
thought, is through joint ventures be- 
tween Indian and foreign private part- 
ners, a field European investors are 
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developing more rapidly than are 
American investors. 
Dr. Antonie Knoppers, president, 


Merck, Sharpe & Dohme, International, 
discussed the background of two new 
joint ventures recently concluded by 
his company in India, one a licensing 
agreement with a Government plant 
and another involving equity partici- 
pation in the establishment of a new 
enterprise in the private sector, He 
noted that although both projects are 
progressing satisfactorily, more opti- 
mism is felt about the private sector 
agreement. 


The private investment panel consid- 
ered the case history of two U.S. com- 
panies with recent investment and li- 
censing experience in India. One com- 
pany emphasized its inability to con- 
clude an agreement after 2'2 years of 
negotiation because the Indian Govern- 
ment refused to permit duty-free entry 
of raw materials considered. indispens- 
able to economical production of its 
product in India on the basis of present 
demand, 


Investment Bureau Considered 


An Indian Government representa- 
tiva explained that his Government is 
aware of the many undesirable de- 
lays in the investment-screening pro- 
cess and is moving rapidly toward 
creation of a centralized investment 
bureau in New Delhi and_ branches 
elsewhere to expedite consideration of 
foreign-investment proposals. He stated 
also that the Indian Government is 
seeking to resolve certain constitutional 
difficulties which have prevented it 
from agreeing to include coverage 
against nationalization in its present 
investment guaranty agreement with 
the United States. 


A representative of another American 
company described its success in ar- 
ranging for the manufacture in India 
of a number of different types of in- 
dustrial equipment it is now supplying 
not only to Indiah consumers but also 
to markets in neighboring countries. 
He praised the efficiency and compe- 
tence of their large staff of Indian en- 
gineers and stated that the company 
is receiving full cooperation of the 
Indian Government. The panel dis- 
cussants agreed, generally, that by and 
large foreign investment in India is 
proving very profitable. 

Full proceedings of the 2-day con- 
ference are expected to be compiled for 
public distribution at an early date by 
the Committee of International Eco- 
nomic Growth, 1028 Connecticut Ave- 
nue NW., Washington 6, D.C. 





Impact of ... 
(Continued from page 25) 


way. The line will use six C-2 type 
freighters in this service pending re- 
placement with superior vessels. As 
part of the contract, Grace Line has 
agreed to build three new ships in’ 1962 


a, 


and three in 1964 for this service. 

The subsidy contract for operation q 
Trade Route No. 34 by the America 
Export Lines was approved on May | 
1959 and it provides for a maximum g 
16 sailings each year, using four () 
type ships. These 1612-knot vessels wij 
be faster than any foreign flag ship 
currently serving this trade route, Th 
service will be operated, both eastbounj 
and westbound, without calls at 
U.S. Atlantic ports, Under this contrag 
American Export Lines is to provi 
service between U.S. ports on the Greg 
Lakes and the St, Lawrence River anj 
ports on the west coast of Italy, as wel 
as ports in Sicily, Mediterranea, 
France, Spain, Portugal, and Nor 
Africa from Morocco to Tunisia inely 
sive. The applications of the remaining 
U.S. lines for operating subsidy ¢o, 
tracts are being processed by the Fed. 
eral Maritime Board as quickly as pos. 
sible, 


Ice, Smaller Drafts Pose Problems 


Several special conditions exist on the 
Great Lakes-Overseas Trade Routes 
that do not apply to routes from US. 
Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific ranges 
which will require adjustments by the 
U.S. lines concerned as the Seaway 
traffic develops. Among these special 
conditions are the following: 

@ The St. Lawrence Seaway is Closed 
to navigation for approximately 4 
months of the year, which poses a spe 
cial problem both for the steamship 
companies that must either lay up « 
seek other employment for their ship 
for one-third of the year and for ship. 
pers who will have to use alternate 
means of transporfation during the win 
ter months, 

® Most of the U.S. lines contem. 
plating participation in the Great Lakes 
traffic now operate from U.S. Atlantic 
coast ports having ample draft to a. 
commodate ships loadef to full dead. 
weight. In contrast, ships operating on | 
the Seaway will be restricted to a draft | 
limitation of 25-26 feet to permit ade 
quate clearance, and this will requir 
extreme care to maintain the proper! 
draft and trim, of the vessels. 

@ Steamship companies o perating 
from North Atlantic ports usually con 
centrate on loading at relatively few 
ports on any single voyage, On the! 
Great Lakes, it is likely that, until th 
volume of oversea general cargo i 
creases substantially, calls will be 1) 
quired at a number of Great Lake 
ports to fill out the cargo-carrying 
capacity of the ship and accommodate 
shippers at the many ports. 

@ Initially ships used on the Seaway 
will be the same vessels as are now 
operated over the established oceal 
routes. While these vessels will need t 
be replaced in the near future because 
of age or obsolescense, the best desigt 
of new ships must await the results 
experience through actual operation 
on the Seaway and the Great Lakes. # 


(Continued on page 32) 
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"vay | Belgian Drug Group 
IMUM 9g . 

four c.| Plans Expansion 

ss ] P 

te ‘ae Groupe Couvreur, a Brussels holding 
ute. ‘Th y representing seven affiliated 
astboung | firms manufacturing and distributing 


at any medicinals, pharmaceuticals, and cos- 
contrag | meties throughout Belgium, seeks U.S. 
provide | collaboration through a licensing ar- 
he Greg | rangement for expanded production of 
Liver anj| its present lines, as well as the ‘manu- 
y, as well | facture of related U.S. products in Bel- 
-erranean and/or a second country within 
d North| the European Common Market. 


sia inely. Groupe Couvreur, with manufactur- 
emaining ing facilities in the Belgian Congo, also 
sidy con. expanded production with U.S. 
the Fei. | ggilaboration in that area. 

Y 88 Po} pierre Couvreur, president of the 
group, is in the United States for dis- 
cussions with U.S. manufacturers ex- 
pressing an interest in the proposal. 

M. Couvreur plans to visit New York 
City, Chicago, Ft. Wayne (Ind.), and 
other cities. Firms interested in meeting 
with M. Couvreur are invited to ad- 
dress correspondence to him, c/o Bar- 
cay Hotel, 111 East 48th Street, New 
York City, until May 28; the U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce Field Office, 
2% West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, 
May 28 through June 4, and the De- 
partment’s New York Field Office, 350 
Fifth Avenue, June 4 to June 22. 


Industrial Products License 
Sought by German Concern 


Avlicense to manufacture U.S. engi- 
Atlantic! Beering products, and machinery, to 
aft to ae. Which its facilities can be adapted, is 
full dead. | Sught by the German firm of Waggon- 
‘rating on | fabrik Talbot, manufacturer of railway 
to a draft, ad road vehicles such as special dump 
rmit ade ¢am8, trucks, railway freight and pas- 
ill requir Senger cars, street cars; and machinery. 
he proper| Talbot would like to expand opera- 
S. tions to utilize surplus plant capacity 
cratia| & the production and sale of indus- 
ually con-| trial items throughout the Common 
tively few Market. 
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- On the) An old established company, Talbot 


_ until the) reportedly owns a large well-equipped 
cargo im plant in an industrial section of Aachen. 
vill be ve Adequate facilities and capital are 
eat Lake sald to be available for the expanded 
o-carrying production the firm proposes. 
ommodalt Interested firms are invited to corre- 
| Sond with Richard Talbot, Waggon- 
ne Seaway) fabrik Talbot, 213-237 Juelicherstrasse, 
; are now Aachen, Germany. 
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US. exports of cotton in March 
1959 were 295,000 bales of 500 pounds 
gess, up 35 percent from February ex- 
ports of 219,000 bales, but down 41 
Percent frdéin exports of 500,000 bales in 
March 1958, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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Companies in England, Scotland 
Seek Licensing Agreements 


Nine firms in England and Scotland are seeking licensing agree- 
ments with U.S. firms for an expansion of their activities in the produc- 
tion and sale of instruments, light-engineering products, products of 
ferrous and nonferrous metals, welded fabrications in aluminum and 
stainless alloys, etc., and for the production and sale in the United 
States of English and U.S. patented ifems. 


Correspondence with the firms at the 
addresses given is invited. 


Supplemental data are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D.C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 


@ Alley & MacLellan (Polmadie), 
Ltd., Glasgow S.2., Scotland, manufac- 
turer and exporter of air compressors, 
vacuum pumps, and steam _ engines, 
would like to expand operations to 
utilize surplus plant capacity, and seeks 
equity capital investment, patents, pro- 
cesses, and technical know-how, under 
a licensing arrangement, for the man- 
ufacture of any U.S. line to which its 
facilities can be adapted. 

The company maintains a modern 
plant in an industrial section of Glas- 
gow, covering about 11.1 acres. An ad- 
joining site of 2 acres is available for 
expanded operations. 

Facilities include foundry and ma- 
chine shops, heavy and light lathes, 
horizontal and vertical borers and 
milling machines. 

The U.S. licensor is offered royalty 
payments on all products manufac- 
tured, stock in the company, or some 
other mutually satisfactory arrange- 
ment. Alternately, the Scottish firm 
will consider selling the plant outright.* 

@ Churchill Instrument Co. Ltd., 
Walmgate Road, Perivale, Greenford, 
Middlesex, English manufacturer of 
special mechanical instruments, seeks 
patents, processes, and technical know- 
how, under a licensing arrangement, 
for the manufacture in the United 
Kingdom of related U.S. lines. 

The firm is particularly interested in 
introducing on the U.K. market instru- 
ments or instrument systems used by 
the aircraft, packaging, and precision- 
engineering industries, and/or similar 
products which have proved successful 
on the U.S. market. 

The Greenford plant, according to the 
firm, is modern and fully equipped for 
high-precision mechanical manufactur- 
ing, and covers approximately 8,000 
square feet. An additional site said to 
be triple in size is available for ex- 
panded operations. 

@ A license to 
products 


manufacture U.S. 
involving machining and 





fabrication in ferrous or nonferrous 
metals is sought by Mills & Brain, Ltd., 
of 207 Lewisham High Street, London, 
S.W. 13, mechanical and chemical en- 
gineers. 

Of primary interest are products used 
in the chemical, food, agricultural, or 
allied industries; however, any product 
having a good market potential for 
which its facilities can be adapted will 
be considered. 

The firm, a private limited liability 
company established in 1958, main- 
tains large factory premises in an in- 
dustrial section of London. Plant facili- 
ties include machine shop equipped 
with lathes, milling, slotting, planing, 


shoping, screwing, and drilling ma- 
chines, power hacksaws, bandsaw, 
metal spraying equipment, hydraulic 


lifting ‘and pulling equipment up to 
50-ton capacity; sheet-metal depart- 
ment; boiler making and plating, black- 
smith and welding and electrical shops. 

@ The Kingsway Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Newton Works, 27 Macklin Street, 
London, W.C. 2, manufacturer of light- 
engineering products, and scientific in- 
struments for industrial use, wishes to 
expand and diversify its production to 
include the manufacture of related 
U.S. lines. 

The firm is primarily interested in 
the manufacture of scientific instru- 
ments, and other light-engineering 
products (not laboratory), to U.S. spe- 
cifications. Mass produced items are 
not desired. 

Kingsway occupies large premises in 
an industrial section of London, spe- 
cializing in the production of CO-2 
recorders, rate-of-flow recorders, water- 
hardness testers, and _  chlorination- 
control instruments. The firm is said 
to be well organized under competent 
management, and capable of expanding 
its production with existing equipment. 

@ A license to manufacture US. 
patented equipment and articles for the 
aircraft-engine industry, industrial 
power-supply industry, industrial 
lighting, and domestic hardware trade, 
is sought by Herman Smith, Ltd., Re- 
liance Works, Dudley, Worcs. 

Producing precision metal assemblies, 
industrial lighting fittings, electrical 


(Continued on page 28) 
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Ghana Development Plan 
To Spur Investment 


The encouragement of private U.S. 
investment in the form of equity capital 
and technical know-how for the estab- 
lishment of new industries, and for ex- 
pansion of existing industries through- 


out the country is the basic objective 
in the recent release by the Govern- 
ment of Ghana of the Second Devel- 
opment Plan, 1959-1964. 


The Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion (IDC), according to the plan, has 
been set up to specifically assist in the 
establishment of new industrial enter- 
prises. The Investment Promotion 
Board of the IDC will devote its at- 
tention to the private foreign investor 
requiring information on_ established 
industries or future opportunities for 
investment. 


An expenditure of approximately 350 
million Ghana pounds is called for un- 
der the development plan. Of this total, 
approximately G£ 100 million, the 
equivalent of US$280 million (Gf£l= 
US$2.80), has been earmarked for hy- 
droelectric development on the Volta 
River. This project was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 20, 
1959, page 17. 


Additional funds also will be used to 
insure that adequate facilities for in- 
dustrial development are available to 
prospective investors and also for direct 
Government participation in certain 
pioneer industry fields. 


Listed in the handbook of the Second 
Development Plan are the industries 
already established and those seeking 
collaboration for expanded operations. 
Also included are industries not yet es- 
tablished but encouraged by the Ghana 
Government, such as textiles, clothing, 
footwear, building materials, and others. 


Future Government projects include 
modernization and expansion of railway 
facilities, promotion of the country’s 
social and economic development by the 
establishment of a new broadcasting 
station, and development of a tourist 
industry. 


The Second Development Plan hand- 
book may be purchased for about 
US$1.40 from the Government Printer, 
Accra, Ghana. 





Turkey’s 1958 exports of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco, at 147 million pounds, 
were about 25 percent below the record 
of 195 million in 1957, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


A drop of 37 million pounds in ex- 
ports to the United States—from 88 
million in 1957 to 51 million last year— 
accounted for most of the decline. 
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German Firm Offers 
Industrial Site 


A large industrial site near Frank- 
furt, formerly utilized for the manu- 
facture of motorcycles, is offered for 
sale or lease to a U.S, firm interested in 
establishing manufacturing operations 
in Germany. Alternately, the owner will 
consider private U.S. capital participa- 
tion, to revitalize the plant for the man- 
ufacture of metal products, for distribu- 
tion throughout Germany and _ the 
European Common Market area. Ap- 
proximately US$190,000 would be re- 
quired for this purpose, 


Covering about 16,000 square meters 
with a total floor space of 13,000 square 
meters, the property could be used for 
the establishment of any type of indus- 
trial enterprise. According to E. Kremer, 
a Frankfurt real estate broker acting 
for the owner, the plant site is particu- 
larly suitable for the production of 
light-engineering products, machine 
tools, gears, engines, aircraft and auto- 
mobile engines and components, elec- 
trical components, precision mechanical 
components, appliances, and_ similar 
articles. 


Inquiries should be addressed to the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C., 
or to E. Kremer, 60 Niedenau, Frank- 
furt am Main, Germany, 





Companies in... 
(Continued from page 27) 


equipment, and domestic hardware, the 
firm would like to expand its activities 
and those of two subsidiary companies. 

Smith, an established firm, reportedly 
maintains branch offices in a number 
of cities throughout England, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, and employs a 
staff of 500 persons.* 


@ P. B. Kelleway, The Barn House, 
Lee Common, Great Missenden, Bucks., 
English inventor of an improved pack- 
age for electric light bulbs, is offering 
to a U.S. firm manufacturing rights for 
the production and sale in the United 
States of the patented item. 


The new container is described as a 
conventional package made of corru- 
gated board which holds the bulb in 
place by a separate card collar, and/or 
by the stiffness of the corrugations. 
According to the inventor, the package, 
which can be made from a single piece 
of flat card and by a simple system of 
cuts and folds which holds thé bulb in 
suspension away from the sides of the 
package, is simple to produce and can 
be formed and filled by machine. 

Kelleway offers to supply patents, 
processes, and techniques, in return for 
royalty payments on all sales. 

@® R. V. Woll of 13 The Grove, Ben- 
ton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, inventor of 


— 


a displacement metering valve, is offer. 
ing to a U.S. firm manufacturing rights 
for the production and sale in the 
United States of the patented item. 


The invention is described as an ip. 
expensive, positive displacement meter. 
ing valve for use on centralized lubrica. 
tion systems, U.S. Patent No. 2,798,645 
is held by the inventor. 


Mr. Woll offers to supply patents, 
processes, and techniques in exchange 
for royalty payments on all sales, or 
some other mutually satisfactory 
arrangement. Outright sale of the 
patent also will be considered. 


@ A licensing arrangement with a 
U.S. firm for the manufacture, on a 
contract basis, of a line of printed 
circuits and wiring, chemical milling of 
special items such as foils, or lamina- 
tions in all metals, etc., is sought 
by Mills & Rockleys -(Production), Ltd, 
of Swan Lane, Coventry. 


The firm, in cooperation with its 
parent company, is engaged in the 
design, development, and production of 
printed circuits and wiring by subtrac. 
tive or additive methods, as well as the 
production of special resistance and 
heating elements for the automotive 
and aircraft industries. 


Mills & Rockleys, an established com- 
pany, also is said to be equipped to 
produce a full range of standard prod- 
ucts associated with radio and tele. 
vision, chemical milling of specialized 
items such as electric shaver foils, and 
laminations in all metals of any intri- 
cate shapes where special tooling is 
either too costly or impracticable. A 
staff of 80 persons is maintained. 

@ Syntilla Manufacturing Co., Ltd, 
of Elizabeth Works, Dunstable, Bed- 
fordshire, manufacturer of welded fab- 
rications in aluminum and_ stainless 
alloys, wishes to expand and diversify 
its production to include related US. 
products requiring specialized manu- 
facturing techniques of proprietary 
design. 

Syntilla will consider any products to 
which its facilities can be adapted. The 
firm, however, is eager to conclude an 
agreement with a company maintain- 
ing its own sales distribution organiza- 
tion in the United Kingdom. 

The firm also is interested in nego 
tiating with a U.S. company seeking an 
outlet for its products throughout 
Great Britain, the Common Market, 
and sterling areas where the present 
volume of sales does not warrant open- 
ing a separate branch factory. 

Syntilla maintains a _ well-equipped 
modern plant in an industrial section 
near London, with adequate space for 
expansion. Facilities include heavy plate 
curving and flanging machinery, auto 
matic welding equipment for ferrous 
and nonferrous metals, and auxiliary 
machinery.* 
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Small Tool Production 
Proposed in India 


Private U.S. collaboration in the 
form of equity capital, machinery, 
and technical assistance is sought 
by Ishwar Datt of New Delhi for 
the establishment and operation of 
a plant in India to manufacture 
small tools such as taps, dies, 
reamers, milling cutters, and other 
cutting tools. 

Long established in the light- 
engineering field, and in the manu- 
facture of electric fans and 
appliances, bicycles and their compo- 
nents, the firm proposes a_ joint 
yenture with an U.S. concern, of- 
fering up to 50 percent manage- 
ment participation in the new en- 
terprise. 

Under the Government of India’s 
plan to help small scale industries 
for economic development, Mr. 
Datt expects to obtain approval 
and an industrial license for the 
proposed manufacture of small 
tools. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Ishwar Datt, 18, 
Rajindra Park, Pusa Road, New 
Delhi 5, India. 
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Italian Refractory 
Seeks Joint Venture 


The Italian firm, Refrattari Verzocchi, 
manufacturer of refractory bricks, pro- 
poses a joint-venture operation with 
a-U.S. company for expanded produc- 
tion. 

The firm, established in 1921, is said 
to be one of the largest manufacturers 
of refractory bricks in Italy. The 
Spezia works, covering about 350,000 
square feet, is modern, fully equipped, 
and has its own rail siding and quay 
on the sea. The head office of the com- 
pany is located in Milan. 

Facilities include 4 kilns having an 
annual production capacity of 26,000 
tons; presses, with an estimated annual 
production capacity of 40,000 tons per 
Shour day. With expanded operations, 
the firm proposes to increase its an- 
tual output of quality bricks to about 
30,000 tons. Adequate space, according 
to the firm, is available for storing fire- 
clay (raw schist), chamotte (burnt free 
Clay), and coal. Sheds also are available 
for storing plastic clay. 

A brochure describing the activities 
of the firm is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
US. Department of Commerce, Wash- 

25, D.C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond with Giuseppe 
Verzocchi, Refrattari Verzocchi, Via 
Telesio 5, Milan, Italy. 
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City in W. Germany 
Invites Investment 


The city of Kiel, in northern West 
Germany, would like to interest U.S, 
firms in the establishment of manufac- 
turing subsidiaries or branches in that 
area. , 


A city of about 226,000, Kiel report- 
edly offers potential U.S. investors 
adequate skilled labor, power, trans- 
portation, and communication § and 
port facilities. The area is suitable for 
the establishment of any type of indus- 
trial enterprise, Opportunities also ex- 
ist. for expansion in existing industries. 

In addition to shipbuilding, industries 
already established in Kiel include 
optics, electrical apparatus, foodstuffs, 
clothing, precision engineering, bank- 
ing houses, insurance companies, and 
others. 

The most northerly large city in the 
Common Market area, Kiel is the capi- 
tal and university city of Schleswig- 
Holstein. 

The heart of Kiel is the Kiel Fjord, 
having modern harbor facilities, mobile 
grain elevators, and other storage fa- 
cilities, as well as an extensive sea-fish 
market and sea-border slaughter house, 
which permit speedy transshipment of 
perishable commodities. Also available 
are modern refrigeration facilities, and 
7 building slips for ships repairs. 

Descriptive literature on Kiel is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. Interested firms also are invited 
to address inquiries to the Magistrat 
der Stadt Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein, Ger- 
many, for specific information on a par- 
ticular project. 





Indian Lubricating 
Oil Plant Planned 


Participation by U.S. private industry 
in the form of equipment and technical 
assistance for the proposed establish- 
ment and operation of a lubricating oil 
refinery in Western India, preferably 
Bombay, is sought by a well-known In- 
dian partnership. 

The firm, the name of which is with- 
held here by request, manufactures am- 
monium chloride bars, and imports and 
distributes lubricating oils and electri- 
cal oils. 


The proposed lubricating oil plant 
will cost an estimated US$12 million. 
Approximately US$6 million is required 
from the potential investor, in the form 
of equipment, technical assistance, and 
essential materials, including some re- 
fined crude oil not currently available 
from Indian refineries. The remaining 
investment will be supplied by Indian 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Guatemala Encourages 
Industrial Development 


As part of the Guatemala Govern- 
ment’s economic development program, 
the Guatemalan Industrial Develop- 
ment Center, in cooperation with the 
International Cooperation Administra- 
tion U.S. Operations Mission to that 
country, is interested in attracting pri- 
vate U.S. investment to Guatemala. 


Rich in natural resources, Guatemala 
reportedly offers many opportunities 
for U.S. firms interested in establish- 
ing manufacturing facilities, subsidiary 
or branch operations, and/or expanding 
existing industries: in cooperation with 
local firms. 

Opportunities for investment in agri- 
culture include the cultivation of abaca; 
kenaf, henequen, ramie, and cotton, and 
a variety of fruit and vegetable prod- 
ucts. 

Some of the most promising oppor- 
tunities for investment, according to 
the Development Center, are in food 
processing and canning; pulp and pa- 
per mill, principally for the manufac- 
ture of corrugated board boxes and 
other containers; textiles; cement 
plant; chemicals; and construction ma- 
terials. Private U.S. capital investment 
and technical assistance are welcomed 
for the development of these industries. 


, The Guatemalan Government offers 
tax incentives to new enterprises, par- 
ticularly in new manufacturing fields. 
Sufficient local labor, both skilled and 
unskilled, is available. 


Further details regarding the busi- 
ness and _ industrial possibilities in 
Guatemala are available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or upon request to 
Carlos Castaneda Medinilla, Coordinat- 
ing-Manager, Centro Guatemalteco 
Para El Desarrollo Industrial (Guate- 
malan Industrial Development Center), 
6a. Avenida 5-34, Zona 1, Ciudad de 
Guatemala, C.A. 





interests. The U.S. investor is offered 
up to 49-percent participation in the 
company. 

The proposed new plant is expected 
to have an annual production capacity 
of 40,000 long tons of high-grade Jubri- 
cating oils and electrical oils. All of the 
output will be utilized for Western In- 
dia consumption. Consideration for a 
larger plant output to meet future in- 
creasing demands will be given while 
constructing the plant, 

Interested firms are invited to ad- 
dress inquiries to the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D.C, 
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International Bridge To Be Constructed 
Over St. Mary's River at Sault Ste. Marie 


Plans for a new international bridge to connect Sault Ste. Marie, 
Mich., and Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario have been completed, the Premier 


of Ontario has announced. 


Construction will begin on May 1, 1960, and the bridge is expected 
to be completed and ready for use by the first of November 1961. 


With its approaches the bridge will 
be about 12,000 feet long, 5,000 feet of 
which will represent the river spans. 
The plan is said to provide for a 124- 
foot clearance over both the U.S. and 
Canadian ship canals. 

Overall construction costs estimated 
at over $20 million, will be financed 
jointly, it is said, by the State of Michi- 
gan with assistance from the Federal 
Government, the Province of Ontario, 
and the International Bridge Authority. 
Amortization of the cost will be 
achieved by applying a system of tolls. 


Ontario Province To Benefit 

By facilitating highway traffic be- 
tween Northern Michigan and Northern 
Ontario the bridge is expected to lead 
to a great expansion of the tourist in- 
dustry in the northern part of that 
Province and to have a_ substantial 
effect upon its economy in general. 

The building of a highway bridge 
across St. Mary’s River at Sault Ste. 
Marie has been under consideration by 
both the State of Michigan and the 
Province of Ontario for approximately 
25 years. 

The. State of Michigan in 1935 
enacted legislation creating an Interna- 
tional Bridge Authority to investigate 
the feasibility of such a bridge, and 
Federal authority for construction was 
obtained a few years later. Legislation 
setting up the International Bridge 
Authority as it exists today was enacted 
in 1954, 


The Canadian Parliament in 1955 





New Shipping Line Formed 
By Pakistani Companies 


The leading shipping companies of 
Pakistan have joined to form a national 
shipping corporation with an author- 
ized capital of 10 million rupees (1 
rupee = approximately US$0.2110.) 

Known as Pakistan Shipping Line, 
Ltd., the corporation will provide serv- 
ice between Pakistan, the United King- 
dom, and European ports. 

In the beginning each participating 
company will contribute one ship to 
the corporation and more ships will 
be provided later by private interests or 
by the Government. 

The Pakistani Minister of Commerce 
has announced that application has al- 
ready been made to various Conferences 
for. membership.—U.S. Embassy, Ka- 
rachi. 
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enacted legislation creating the St. 
Mary’s River Bridge Co. and empowered 
it to construct and maintain a bridge 
or tunnel across the river at Sault Ste. 
Marie. Later the rights and powers of 
the company were assigned to the Inter- 
national Bridge Authority of Michigan 
to enable it to proceed with financing 
and construction.—U.S, Consulate Gen- 
eral, Toronto. 





Nicaraguan City To Have 
Improved Water Facilities 


The Municipality of Matagalpa, Nica- 
ragua, is planning to improve its water- 
treatment and water-carrying facilities 
by constructing a new 1.4-million-gallon- 
a-day treatment plant, placing about 
20 miles of concrete pipe for sanitary 
and storm sewers, and paving about a 
mile of flood-control waterways. 

The project is also designed to im- 
prove public health by eliminating 
places where water stagnates and mos- 
quitos breed. 


The signing of a loan agreement by 
which the U.S. Development Loan Fund 
will furnish $600,000 to the municipality 
to assist in the program has been an- 
nounced by the U.S. Department of 
State. Authorization of the loan was 
announced earlier. 

Matagalpa, a fast-growing city in the 
center of a rich coffee-growing and 
cattle-raising area, now gets its water 
through open-ditch canals from a res- 
ervoir Which is often polluted during 
the 7-month rainy season. 

A water-distribution system of con- 
crete pipe was completed in 1956, but 
a water-treatment plant is still badly 
needed, 


SAS” Opens Jet Service 


Much in advance of earlier predic- 
tions SAS opened its first Caravelle 
service out of Copenhagen on April 26. 
Initially only the Duesseldorf-Vienna- 
Athens-Beirut route was to be served 
and regular runs were to begin on 
May 5. 

A schedule to Cairo was to be estab- 
lished on May 15. 

Deliveries of aircraft through the 
summer will permit a fairly rapid ex- 
pansion of jet routes.—U.S. Embassy, 
Copenhagen. 





Germans To Build Nex 
Ship Propulsion Unit 


The sum of 15 million marks has bee, 
granted by the German Atomics Mi. 
istry to the firm Gesellschaft  fuyey 
Kernenergieverwertung GmbH for cop 
struction of an organic moderated ang 
cooled pilot ship propulsion reactor, 


The reactor is to be designed jointly 
by Kernenergie and International Atom. 
reaktorbau GmbH (Interatom), 


Total cost of the pilot plant is under. 
stood to be about 20 million marks, ang 
the Atomics Minister has promised addi. 
tional Federal contributions if the pro}. 
ect proves successful (1 German mark= 
US$0.2390). 

Kernenergie and Interatom joined 
forces under a l-year contract signed 
in February for development and con. 
struction of a 10,000-shaft horsepower 
ship propulsion unit. Design and devel. 
opment will be over a 2-year period 
The reactor’s coolant will be terphenyl, 
a fluid of the polyphenyl group, which 
is said not to affect standard construc. 
tion materials or become radioactive to 
the same degree as is water. 


The contract and resulting Federal 
grant represent a success for Inter. 
atom, a firm formed about a year ago, 
The company is jointly owned by North 
American Aviation Atomic Interna. 
tional Division and DEMAG of Duis 
berg, Company representatives have 
been engaged over the last year trying 
to break into the German reactor mar- 
ket and also are currently attempting 
to arrange a contract for one of the 
power reactors under the Federal Re 
public’s 500,000-kilowatt program— 
U.S. Embassy, Bonn. 





Tsawwassen Beach Chosen 


As B.C. Ferry Terminal 


Tsawwassen Beach, B. C., northwest 
of Point Roberts, Washington, has been 
chosen as the site for the mainland 
terminal of British Columbia's Van- 
couver Island-Mainland ferry service, 
the Provincial Highways Minister has 
announced, 

A plan was previously under Con 
sideration for use of Point Roberts 
as a mainland terminal for the service 

The Tsawwassen plan involves Con 
struction of a $2 million to $3 million 
causeway to deep water and will e® 
tend about 2 miles from Tsawwassen 
Flats in a southwesterly direction. It 
terminus will be about 200 yards from 
the U.S. border. 

A highway will be built to connect 
with the Deas Island tunnel under the 
Fraser River, which is scheduled i 
completion later this spring.—U.S, Com 
sulate, Vancouver. 
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American Line Seeks 
Southampton Call 


American Banner Lines has applied 
for modification of its operating-differ- 
ential subsidy agreement to permit the 
gS Atlantic to operate passenger, 
cargo, and mail service between U.S. 
North Atlantic ports and the Port of 
Southampton, England, the U.S. Mari- 
time Administration has announced. 


The company now operates the tour- 
jt liner SS Atlantic in subsidized 
service on essential trade route No. 8 
from New York to Amsterdam, Nether- 
jJands, and Zeebrugge, Belgium. Exten- 
sion of the ship's service to England, 
the Lines states in its application, 
would be an important factor in aug- 
menting U.S.-flag participation § in 
steamship service to Northern Europe. 

According to American Banner's pro- 
posal, the SS Atlantic would call regu- 
larly at Southampton, both outbound 
and inbound. The Line says it has re- 
ceived many requests from travel agents 
and the public for such service. An 
estimated 40 percent of total North 
Atlantic passenger movement now is 
to and from United Kingdom ports, the 
Lines states, and the Atlantic by adding 
England to its itinerary would gain an 
important revenue opportunity in book- 

(Continued on page $2) 


Australia To Grant 
Funds for Highways 


Australia’s 5-year road plan will be 
put into effect under new legislation 
passed by the House of Representatives 
on May 5 and whose passage by the 
Senate igs assured. 

Under the new legislation, which re- 
places the existing Commonwealth aid 
roads agreement, the Federal Govern- 
ment will grant to the States A£250 
million for road purposes over the next 
5 years, fiscal 1960-64, period. 


Asa result, the total amount from all 
sources to be spent on Australian roads 
is expected to rise from about $1.06 bil- 
lion for fiscal years 1955-59 to about 
$1.62 billion for 1960-64. 


The States are given considerable 
leeway in allocating the money but 40 
percent of each State’s share must be 
spent on rural roads. Allocating the 
Government grant among the States 
will be altered to the benefit of the 
more populous, 

Although the new legislation will in- 
crease significantly the total support 
given road construction in Australia by 
the Commonwealth Government, there 
continues to be no “national road plan” 
&s such. The individual States are left 
t0 continue their uncoordinated ap- 
proach to an acute nationwide problem. 
—US. Embassy, Canberra. 
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Larger Power Supply for Germany 


The Federal Republic of Germany is to have a larger supply of 
power when plans of a number of utility companies are carried out. 

Now projected are expansions of present facilities scattered through- 
out the country and construction of stations at new locations: 


Rheinisch-Westfaelisches Elektrizitaets- 
werk AG (RWE), Essen: 

@ Additions totaling 362,000 kilo- 
watts to the brown coal-fired station 
at Frimmersdorf near Grevenbroich. 

@ Construction of an atomic power- 
plant, size and location as yet. not an- 
nounced. 

@ A 15,000-kilowatt expansion of the 
atomic power station now under con- 
struction at Kahl on the Main River. 

@ Construction of a number of hy- 
droelectric stations with a combined 
capacity of 115,000 kilowatts in con- 
nection with canalization of the Moselle 
River. 

e@ Construction of a joint 320,000- 
kilowatt pumped storage plant at Vian- 
den on the Our River on the German- 
Luxembourg border to be operated by 
RWE and French and Luxembourg 
companies. 

Bayernwerk AG., Muenchen: 

@ Addition of 97,000 kilowatts to the 
Schwandorf brown coal plant; 100,000 
kilowatts are now being added to this 
plant. 

Vereinigte Elektrizitaetswerke 
falen AG (VEW), Dortmund: 

@ Construction of a 300,000-kilowatt 
plant in the vicinity of Hamm/West- 
falen. 

Preussische Elektrizitaets AG., 
nover: 

@ A hard coal plant of 120,000-kilo- 
watt generating capacity is now under 
construction at Stade near Hamburg 
and a later extension of 680,000 kilo- 
watts is planned. 

Hamburgische Electricitaets-Werke AG., 
Hamburg: 
e A 105,000-kilowatt pumped storage 
(Continued on page 32) 
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Iran To Seek New Loans 
For Development 


New loans from the U.S. Devel- 
opment Loan Fund totaling $55.7 
million will be sought by Iran’s 
Plan Organization. 

Requests will be made for $20 
million for municipal development, 
$20 million for roads, $6.7 million 
for a power house at Sefid River 
Dam, $5 million for ports, and $4 
million for airports. The sum re- 
quested for airports will be for 
additional work on projects now 
awaiting DLF approval.—_U.S. Em- 
bassy, Tehran. + 
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New Power Stations 


Planned in Chile 


Two new thermal electric plants are 
to be built in the central zone of Chile 
as soon as possible, Compania Chilena 
de Electricidad, an American and 
Foreign Power Company subsidiary, 
has announced, 


The first of the two 100,000-kilowatt 
plants is to be built at the Carrascal 
site, at the junction of Mapocho River 
and the railroad line to Valparaiso, in 
the Santiago area. The second, which 
earlier plans had projected for erection 
at Quintero, near Valparaiso, will be 
built at San Antonio, in accordance 
with the Government’s desire to pro- 
vide new stimulus for that area. 


The program will involve an expen- 


‘diture of at least US$100 million within 


the next few years. 


The two plants, according to the 
local press, will lead to elimination of 
the deficit of electricity which for 
years has constituted a severe handi- 
cap to the normal growth of industrial 
production in Chile—U.S. Embassy 
Santiago. 


Canadians To Adjust 
Air Facility Charges 


Canada intends to change its sched- 
ule of charges for use of airports and 
air-route facilities in the North Atlantic 
area, effective August 1, the Depart- 
ment of External Affairs has an- 
nounced. 





Beginning on that date it proposes 
to collect a flat charge of $64 a flight 
in addition to the present charge of 
$20 a flight for performing company 
communication services. Aircraft land- 
ing at a Canadian airport during a 
flight will be granted a reduction from 
the transoceanic fee, which presently 
is collected in varying amounts accord- 
ing to the aircraft’s gross weight. 

For transoceanic aircraft landing at 
U.S. Air Force and Navy bases at 
Stephenville and Argentia, Newfound- 
land, the landing fee is proposed to be 
reduced by $64. The present fee at those 
bases is equivalent fo that charged at 
civilian airports—U.S. Embassy, Ot- 
tawa. 











Outlook Favorable... 
(Continued from page 7) 

rent year may fall below the record 

1958 level. 

The output of millable wheat, despite 
a 20-percent reduction in wheat acreage, 
should be close to 300,000 tons this 
year, barring repetition of last year’s 
damaging rains, compared with only 
30,000 tons in 1958, Other cultivated 
crops—barley and other feed grains— 
should also show an increase over the 
preceding year. 


Trade Gap Widens 

The trade deficit during the first 3 
months of 1959 was £24.2 million com- 
pared with £17.1 million in the like 
period of 1958. Exports declined by £1.3 
million while imports rose by £5.8 mil- 
lion, The latter increase was due largely 
to imports of equipment for the new 
oil refinery and the heavy importation 
of cereals to supplement last year’s very 
poor harvest. Despite the dip in ship- 
ments in the first quarter, it was antici- 
pated that exports would pick up during 
the remaining months of the year. The 
continued low level of slaughter in the 
United States should assure another 
good year for Irish sales of beef in the 
American market. Increased spending 
in the United Kingdom augurs well for 
Irish exports of beer, chocolate prod- 
ucts, mutton, lamb, and cattle to that 
country. 


To increase external earnings as well 
as to strengthen its competitive position 
in the field of international air travel, 
the Irish Government announced that 
Aer Linte, the trans-Atlantic airline 
company, had been authorized to pur- 
chase 3 Boeing jet aircraft. 


Shortly after this announcement, the 
Irish Government canceled its previous 
agreement with an American airline, 
Seaboard and Western, in which the 
latter was to invest £500,000 in Aer 
Linte in return for 26 percent of the 
shares. It was felt that an airline owned 
completely by the Irish would be in a 
better bargaining position in seeking 
new traffic rights in coming years. 





Portuguese Trade... 


(Continued from page 5) 
ter, output was 20 percent less than 
during the last quarter of 1957. The 
cork industry has suffered from the 
growing use of cork substitutes, par- 
ticularly in the American market. 
Production by the fish canning indus- 
try in 1958 was 2 percent above 1957 
in volume but 5 percent less in value. 
Sardine packing, the biggest single ac- 
tivity 4n the fish canning, sector, was 
up 20 percent, offsetting production de- 
clines in other types of canning. 
Turpentine production in 1958 was 
7 percent higher than in 1957 in volume 
but down 22 percent in value. Produc- 
tion of rosin was 8 percent above 1957 
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in volume, but 4% percent lower in 
value. Annual production of cotton piece 
goods was approximately 10 percent 
higher in volume and 12 percent higher 
in value, as compared with 1957; output 
of total electric-power was up approxi- 
mately 22 percent; woodpulp, 4 percent; 
and coal, 6 percent. 

Port wine production, however, was 
nearly 33 percent lower than in 1957, 
according to the Port Wine Institute. 
Exports of port wine declined by about 
10 percent from the preceding year. 

The 1958-59 olive oil crop was about 
60 million liters, slightly more than half 
that of previous years. Small quantities 
of edible vil will have to be imported, 
mostly for the fish canning industry. 





Impact of ... 
(Continued from page 26) 


is possible that replacement ships for 
operation on the Seaway will represent 
some compromise incorporating cargo- 
carrying capacities and lesser drafts of 
Lake ships with stability requirements 
of ocean going vessels. 


Ship Construction and Repair 


At the present time, there are 7 ma- 
jor shipyards on the Great Lakes with a 
total of 21 shipbuilding ways. Thirteen 
of these ways have dimensions and 
weight-carrying capacities adequate for 
constructing oceangoing ships of sizes 
currently being built and planned for 
the foreseeable future. These facilities 
now become, in effect, sea-coast yards, 
and are in a position to compete with 
these yards for the major portion of 
oceangoing ship construction. 

The ship-repair industry in the Great 
Lakes area includes 8 large repair yards, 
with drydocks, capable of performing 
all types of repair on large vessels and 
16 additional facilities capable of per- 
forming all topside repairs, Le, those 
not requiring drydocks, 

Toll Structure 


The tolls to be charged commercial 
vessels transiting to the St, Lawrence 
Seaway are based principally upon car- 
go actually carried, or the use being 
made of the Seaway in terms of com- 
modities transported. These charges 
have been set at 42 cents a ton for 
bulk cargo and 95 cents a ton for gen- 
eral cargo. In addition to the charges 
levied against the cargo, a toll is also 
assessed against the vessel at the rate 
of 6 cents a net registered ton. This is 
in contrast to the canal dues levied for 
passage of the Panama and Suez Ca- 
nals, which are assessed on the net reg- 
istered tonnage of the vessel only, The 
Seaway tolls will be reviewed after 5 
full years of navigation to determine 
their sufficiency to pay the cost of the 
Seaway. 

Generally tolis are considered as op- 
erating costs by the carriers and such 
charges are, as a rule, “built into” the 
freight rates, without a separate billing 
to recover the cost of tolls. Further- 
more, the uniform system of accounts 


es 


prescribed by the Maritime Administra. 
tion for U.S. ship operators receiyj 

subsidies provides that tolls be treateq 
as voyage or operating expenses and not 
as a separate surcharge to the shipper. 





Larger Power... 

(Continued from page 31) 
plant was completed at Geesthacht 
near Hamburg in 1958, and it is planned 
to double the capacity after 1961. 

@ A 500,000-kilowatt hard-coal-fireg 
powerplant is being built at Unterelbe 
near Hamburg; the first 125,000-kilo. 
watt unit is scheduled for completion 
in 1961, and the entire project will be 
completed by 1965. 

Berliner Kraft und Licht (BEWAG) 
AG., Berlin: 

@ Addition of 80 to 100,000 kilowatts 
to the hard-coal-fired plant at West 
Berlin. 

Neckarwerke AG., Esslingen: 

® Construction of a new 80,000-kil. 
owatt thermoelectric plant. 
Schuchseewerk AG., Freiburg: 

@ Addition of a group of hydroelee. 
tric stations in the Black Forest with 
a combined capacity of 449,000 kilo. 
watts. 

Oesterreichisch-Bayerische Kraftwerke 
AG., Simbach: 

@ Construction of a 96,000-kilowaitt 
capacity hydroelectric station on the 
Austrian border. 

Stadtwerke Duisburg: 

@ Construction of a new 120,000-kil- 
owatt hard-coal-fired plant at Duisburg. 
—U.S. Consulate General, Dusseldorf. 





American Line... 

(Continued from page 31) 
ing tourist groups, particularly in the 
off season. 

American Banner Lines also points 
out that to serve the extra port of call 
at Southampton in each direction the 
Atlantic would require no extra sail- 
ings. They state that under their pres- 
ent contract with the Government they 
could maintain satisfactorily the. re- 
quired number of voyages with the 
single vessel. 

The SS Atlantic, formerly the Badger 
Mariner, was built by the Maritime 
Administration as one of the 5% 
Mariner-class cargo vessels, largest and 
fastest in the world. The Badger Mari- 
ner, last of the group to be sold for 
commercial operation, was reserved for 
the transatlantic passenger route to the 
Low Countries. Sold to the Arnold 
Bernstein interests in April 1957, it was 
converted to an 852-passenger liner at 
Pascagoula, Miss., and renamed the 
Atlantic. 

The SS Atlantic has completed 12 
voyages as the only American tourisi- 
class liner on the Atlantic. In addition 
to 812 in tourist-class passengers, it also 
has accommodations for 40 first-class 
passengers, RP 
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Hotels at Huarmey and San Ramon, 
peru, are expected to open sometime 
this year, the Hotel Company of Peru 
has announced. The hotel at San Ramon 
is being constructed on the site of an 
ex-Air Force base and will have tennis 
courts and a swimming pool. 

Other scheduled openings include a 
hotel at Cajamarca in July and one at 
Chiclayo in September.—U.S. Embassy, 
Lima. 





England’s tourist industry in March 
continued to break records. Visitors 
totaled about 73,000, 20 percent over 
March 1958. U.S. tourists increased 31 
percent and those from continental 
Europe about 25 percent. Notable in- 
creases were registered from Germany, 
France, and the Netherlands.—U:S. 
Embassy, London, 





The southern wing of Jerusalem’s 
King David Hotel, destroyed 13 years 
ago in a bomb attack, has now been 
reopened, increasing the hotel’s capacity 
by 56 rooms, Lack of funds prevented 
earlier reconstruction, The hotel can 
now accommodate 330 persons and is 
an important addition to Israel's total 
first-class hotel room capacity. 


Further expansion in Israel’s hotel 
room capacity soon will take place 
with addition of about 150 rooms to the 
south wing of Tel Aviv’s Dan Hotel.— 
US. Embassy, Tel Aviv. 





Plans for improving Syria’s resort 
and tourist facilities have been proposed 
by the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs, according to the local press, 

Improvements are planned at Slinfe, 
Kafr Jannne, Kasab, Jabal Sam/’an, 
Latakia, and Tartus. 

Estimated cost of the program is 
Sf 28 million (1 Syrian pound= 
US$.2797).—U.S. Consulate, Aleppo. 


Canada May Be Headed 
For Record Tourism Year 


Canada may be heading for a record 
tourist year. The forthcoming royal 
tour of Queen Elizabeth and Prince 
Philip and the ceremonial: opening of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway on June 26 





' afe two major attractions expected to 


contribute. 

Advertising programs and tourist fa- 
cilities have been expanded. Some key 
events are the Vancouver Music Fes- 
tival, the Calgary Stampede, Stratford 

arean Festival, and the Gaelic 
Mod in Cape Breton. 
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Most areas, according to a recent sur- 
vey, share the hope for an improve- 
ment in tourism over 1958, when the 
number of U.S. visitors decreased 
slightly from the previous year’s record 
total of 28.6 million. Spending by U.S. 
tourists and those from other foreign 
countries also dropped by $11 million 
to $352 million from the record 1957 
total of $363 million—U.S. Embassy, 
Ottawa, 


Members of ASTA 
Meet in Barbados 


About 150 members of the Midwest 
and Southwest Chapters of the Ameri- 
can Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) 
held their annual area conference in 
Barbados the latter part of April. The 
group met in Barbados on invitation of 
the Tourist Board. 

ASTA stressed Barbados’ need for 
more hotel accommodations, lower sum- 
mer rates and passenger fare, and bet- 
ter after-hour services, such as+«barber 
shops, pharmacies, and restaurants. Lo- 
cal tourists groups expressed their in- 
terest in more mass tours to the island. 
Both groups agreed on the need for 
Barbados to increase the advertising 
and tourist promotion budget. 

This year the Governent plans to 
spend about $12,000 on advertising in 
the United States and $10,000 in Can- 
ada. The Barbados Government also 
matches funds raised by local tourist 
interests for promotion purposes. Last 
year the Government contributed $8,000 
in matching funds. 


Representatives of the British West 
Indian Airways, who took an active 
part in the convention, worked to pro- 
mote more package tour agreements 
through their facilities out of New York 
and Miami.—U.S. Consulate, Barbados. 








Allowances for Travelers 


Changed by New Zealand 


A change in travel allowances has 
been made by New Zealand and the dis- 
crimination between the dollar and non- 
dollar allowances is being removed. 


A total allowance of £250 for each 
traveler will now be made available in 
dollar or other currency for a trip to 
dollar or nondollar areas, The allow- 
ance of £750 is still available to travel- 
ers who visit the United Kingdom. 
However, any part of the £250 used 
elsewhere must be deducted from the 
expenditure of £750 allowed for the 
United Kingdom (1 pound=US$2.80). 

‘The former allowance was £150 to 
the dollar area and £200 to nondolldar 
areas. It is hoped that the increase in 
allowance for the dollar area will en- 
courage more travel to the United 
States.—U.S. Embassy, Wellington. 


Japan Sets Up New 
Tourist Association 


A law passed by the Japanese Diet 
has established a new Japan Tourist 
Association for the purpose of promot- 
ing the development of tourism in that 
country through publicity, guidance, re- 
search, and publication of printed mate- 
rial. 


The association takes over responsi- 
bilities of the Japan Federation of 
Tourist Associations, which had been 
engaged in development of domestic tour- 
ism, and of the old Japan Tourist As- 
sociation, which was responsible for 
promoting international tourism, 


Most important aspect of the legisla- 
tion is that it places the Japan Tourist 
Association under direct control of the 
Ministry of Transportation, whereas 
the association had previously collabo- 
rated unofficially with the Government. 


Membership “is open to all organiza- 
tions and establishments engaged in 
tourism, including apparently foreign 
bodies, upon payment of a membership 
fee. The fee has not yet been fixed, but 
may be in the order of*Y10,000 to Y30,- 
000, according to a Ministry of Trans- 
portation official (1 yen=US$.002778). 


The 1959 budget of the Japan Tour- 
ist Association will’ be Y300 million, of 
which Y100 million will be raised 
through membership fees. The remain- 
ing Y200 million will be a Government 
subsidy, to be used solely for promoting 
international tourism. The new associa- 
tion has overseas offices at New York, 
San Francisco, Honolulu, and Toronto 
and two planned offices at Paris and 
Bangkok; or possibly Singapore. 


Boom Year in Tourism Expected 


Japan expects 1959 to be a boom year 
for tourism. The Transportation Minis- 
try estimates that about 185,000 for- 
eign tourists will visit Japan this year 
and they will spend about $88 million. 
This compares with 152,000 foreign tour- 
ists in 1958 who spent $76 million, and 
128,000 the previous year who spent 
$65 million, Reasons cited for the ex- 
pected boom are the stopovers of five 
cruise liners at Japanese ports and ex- 
pansion of liner service to Japan, and 
the large number of international gath- 
erings which have been scheduled.— 
U.S. Embassy, Tokyo. > 





A request for 22,689,000 francs, the 
equivalent of US$5.3 million, has been 
submitted to the Swiss Federal Assem- 
bly for improvement of telephone and 
telegraph services, not US#6,000 as re- 
ported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 4, page 29. 
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New Act Authorizes Commerce Secretary To 
Designate Fairs for Free Import Privileges 


Public Law 86-14, known as the “Trade Fair Act of 1959,” provides 
permanent legislation permitting free import under bond of articles for 
exhibition at fairs in the United States. The act was signed by the 


President on April 2. 


The new act provides that when the Secretary of Commerce is 


satisfied that the public interest in 
promoting trade will be served by ap- 
proval of an application that the privi- 
leges provided for in the act be awarded 
to a given fair, he will so advise the 
Secretary of the Treasury, furnishing 
certain details with respect to the name 
of the fair, its location, name of the 
fair operator, and opening and closing 
dates. 

The operator of any fair designated 
by the Secretary of Commerce becomes 
sole consignee and importer of all 
articles entered for exhibit at the fair 
under the act, He also becomes liable 
for all actual and necessary customs 
charges for labor, services, and other 
expenses in connection with the entry, 
examination, appraisement, custody, 
abandonment, destruction, or release of 
the articles. In addition, he must reim- 
burse the United States for salaries of 
customs officers and employees in con- 
nection with accounting for, custody of, 
and supervision over such articles. 


Time Limit Set for 
Article Disposal 

Articles entered under the act may 
be sold at any time during or 3 months 
after the fair closes, upon payment of 
applicable duties and internal revenue 
taxes, or they may be exported, trans- 
ferred from the fair to other customs 
custody status, destroyed, or abandoned 
to the Government. All articles not 
otherwise disposed of within 3 months 
after close of the fair will be considered 
abandoned to the Government. 


In empowering the Secretary of Com- 
merce to designate fairs for the privilege 
of free import, the act eliminates neces- 
sity for enactment of separate laws in 
behalf of individual fairs, which has 
been the custom in the past. The Con- 
gress ordinarily enacted from 8 to 12 
separate laws each year to provide for 
duty free import at certain fairs and ex- 
hibitions in the United States. 

The Secretary of Commerce has 
delegated administrative responsibility 
for the Department’s functions under 
the Trade Fair Act of 1959 to the 
Director of the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce. Further information on how 
fairs may apply for designation under 
the Act may be obtained by writing to 
the Director, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D.C, 
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Paris Domestic Arts Exhibit 
Shows Automation Advances 


Automation is on the increase in 
France, notably in household electrical 
equipment, according to U.S. Embassy 
representatives who visited the’ 28th 
Annual Domestic Arts Exhibition in 
Paris, February 26-March 27, 


Also shown was the use of varied 
colors and patterns for refrigerators 
and bathroom equipment. New wall- 
type refrigerators were introduced; 
prices ranged from 120,000 to 130,000 
francs (493.70 French francs=US$1). 

Buyer interest this year showed a 
marked preference for high quality 
merchandise regardless of price, the 
exhibition committee observed. Stands 
which reportedly enjoyed the highest 
sales were those exhibiting mixers, egg 
beaters, waffle irons, and similar equip- 
ment. A new model vegetable peeling 
machine selling for 10,000 francs was 
especially popular. Various models of 
vacuum cleaners were on display. A 
relatively new vacuum cleaner, the 
Rotary, which sells for 38,000 francs, 
was a big seller. 

Total attendance at the fair was ap- 
proximately 1,175,860. The number of 
participating commercial exhibitors was 
estimated at 1,500, with 70 foreign ex- 
hibitors from Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Saar, Spain, Swe- 
den, Switzerland, United States, and 
U.S.S.R. 

Fees for stands ranged from 8,250 

(Continued on page 38) 





A small trade fair will be held at 
Pointe-Noire in the Republic: of the 
Congo (formerly territory of French 
Equatorial Africa), June 3-7. Interested 
persons should write to Syndicate 
d'Initiatives, B.P. 716, Pointe-Noire.— 
U.S. Consulate, Leopoldville. 

The International Samples Fair in 
Barcelona, Spain, originally scheduled 
for June 1-20, has been extended 
through June 21, as that day is a holi- 
day and dismounting could not com- 
mence until June 22. Official hours of 
the fair are 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 
4:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.—U.S. Consulate 
General, Barcelona. 


ee 


Sales Good at Swiss 
Industrial Exhibit 


Demand for watches by foreign 
wholesale buyers was especially good 
and business in general was satisfactory 
at the Swiss Industries Fair held in 
Basel, April 11-21. In addition, particy. 
lar interest was shown in exhibits of 
the electrical industry, heavy machin- 
ery, woodworking machines, and the 
special mechanical handling display, 


The fair was comprised of the follow. 
ing 17 trade groups: 

Arts, crafts, and ceramics; office fur. 
niture and requisites; paper, printing, 
canvassing; textiles, clothing, fashions; 
footwear and leather goods; watches; 
furniture; sports goods, toys, music; 
chemical and pharmaceutical products; 
domestic appliances; electricity; gas, 
water, heating; engineering; industrial 
requisites; transport; building exhibits; 
foodstuffs and restaurant supplies. 

A total of 2,301 exhibitors partici- 
pated in the fair which was attended 
by approximately 735,000  visitors— 
11,412 from 78 foreign countries. 

The official catalog of the fair is 
available on loan from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices in 
Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Dallas, Los 
Angeles, New York, San Francisco, St. 
Louis, and Seattle, as well as from the 
Trade Development Division, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. 

The next Swiss Industries Fair has 
been scheduled for April 23-May 3, 
1960.—U.S. Consulate, Basel, 





74 European Cars Shown 
At Montreal Autorama 


A Salon Autorama, devoted entirely 
to European cars, was held in Mont- 
real, March 30-April 5. The exhibition 
featured 74 automobiles from 5 coun- 
tries—France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, 
and Czechoslovakia. Prices ranged from 
C$1,195 for a small French two-seater 
to C$12,000 for a luxurious German 
limousine. (1 Canadian _ dollar= 
US$1.032). Educational films, illustrat- 
ing assembly line operations in Euro 
pean factories were shown. 

Attendance at the auto show was 
estimated at more than 85,000. 

The General Manager of Automobiles 
Renault Canada, Ltd., was reported to 
have told a Chamber of Commerce 
meeting on April 2 that European car 
manufacturers expect to sell 500,00 
automobiles in Canada and the United 
States this year, and that the possibility 
of U.S. auto manufacturers mass 
producing a small car is undoubtedly 
the result of the success of the small 
European car on the U.S. market— 
U.S. Consulate General, Montreal, 
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U.S. Farm Equipment 
Displayed in Paris 


Products of 33 U.S. manufacturers 
of agricultural equipment, machinery, 
and supplies were exhibited at the Salon 
de la Machine Agricule held at Pare 
des Expositions, Paris, March 17-22. 
This year the Salon celebrated its 30th 
anniversary. 

Business activity for most exhibitors 
at the fair reportedly was slow, caused 
in part by poor harvests and reduction 
in Government subsidy for purchase of 
farm equipment from 15 to 10 percent. 

Approximately 235,250 persons visited 
the fair. The number of exhibitors was 
officially given as 717, compared with 
706 in 1957. Brands exhibited totaled 
1472. Of that number 329 were of 
foreign origin as follows: Germany 162; 
Great Britain 54; Belgium 19; Sweden 
18; Netherlands 9; Switzerland 8; Den- 
mark 8; Italy 6; Austria 3; Czecho- 
slovakia 3; Finland 2; Norway 2; Can- 
ada 1; Saar 1; and the United States 33. 
Exhibitors of large-size equipment re- 
ceived the most visitors. Actual pur- 
chases were below those of last year 
although it was thought that most 
farmers were postponing purchases un- 
til the success of this year’s crops could 
be determined. 

Date of the next fair is undetermined 
at this time. In view of Germany's plans 
to stage an agricultural machinery fair 
every two years, the French Govern- 
ment is considering a schedule which 
would mesh with that of Germany’s. 
Thus, Germany and France would al- 
tenate each year as sponsors of the 
European International Agricultural 
Machinery Salon. Some French agri- 
cultural trade associations now are 
strongly opposed to this proposal. 

The Salon is organized by the Union 
des Exposants de Machines et d’ Outil- 
lago Agricoles, Paris, under the aegis 
of the French Ministry of Agriculture. 
~—US. Embassy, Paris. 


US.S.R. Will Not Show 
At Zagreb Fair This Year 


The U.S.S.R. will not participate in 
the International Trade Fair to be held 
September 5-20 in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, 
according to a notice received by the 
fair administration from the Committee 
for Foreign Trade in Moscow. 


All countries which participated in 
last year’s fair, with the exception of 
USS.R., will again take part. These 
countries are Austria, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, East 
Germany, West Germany, Great Brit- 
ain, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Iraq, Italy, Japan, Poland, Rumania, 

Sweden, Switzerland, United 
Arab Republic, and the United States. 
In addition, Morocco and Ethiopia have 
ported they will exhibit, and Bulga- 
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ria, after an absence of 2 years, again 
will participate. 

This annual fair, the largest in Yugo- 
slavia, will feature a variety of goods, 
both domestic and foreign. Last year, 
1,253,856 visitors attended the fair. 
Nearly 5,000 exhibitors showed their 
wares. Of that number, over 1,000 were 
Yugoslav and about 3,750 foreign.—U.S. 
Consulate General, Zagreb. 


U.K. Textile Machine 
Exhibit Open to U.S. 


U.S. manufacturers of machinery and 
instrumentation for the production of 
synthetic fibers are invited to partici- 
pate in the Textile Industries Interna- 
tional Instrumentation Exhibition to be 
held in Harrogate, England, in March 
1960. 


Sponsored by leading British re- 
search associations in the textile field, 
the exhibition will feature quality, proc- 
ess, production, operational, and labo- 
ratory control in the manufacture of 
textiles, The exhibition will be support- 
ed by a Convention at which technical 
papers by research associations are to 
be presented. 


U.S. manufacturers interested in tak- 





ing part in the show should communi- ~ 


cate with A. Maxwell Lewis, General 
Manager, Harlequin Press, Ltd. Old 
Colony House, South King Street, Man- 
chester 2, England. 

A copy of the technical magazine 
“Man-Made Textiles,” published by 
Harlequin Press, is available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C.—U.S. Embassy, London. 





Chicago Fair To Display 
Gift from Japanese City 


One of the most unusual forms of 
Japanese art, a “Hakata Gion Yama- 
kasa,” will be on display at the Chicago 
International Trade Fair at Navy Pier, 
July 3-18. 

The Yamakasa, a 19-foot high array 
of dolls, miniature buildings, bridges, 
and flowers depicting Japanese scenes, 
is a gift from the city of Fukuoka to 
the people of Chicago. 


Mayor Shigetoshi Okumura of Fu- 
kuoka, in a letter to the fair manage- 
ment, stated, “I hope the colorful 
‘Yamakasa’ which Fukuoka is present- 
ing to your city will play an important 
role in furthering friendship and good- 


_will between Chicago and Fukuoka and 


between America and Japan.” 

The Yamakasa will portray scenes 
from two motion pictures, “Tale of 
Shin Heike” and “Tale of Shuzenji,” 
both traditional Japanese dramas. Fu- 
kuoka’s Mayor, as well as the three 
Japanese dollmakers who made the dis- 
plays, plan to visit the fair. 
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London Electronic Show 
Features Plastic Uses 


Increasing cooperation between the 
plastics and electronic industries was 
featured at the 16th Annual Radio and 
Electronic Component Show in London, 
April 6-9. 

Plastics insulation has helped to solve 
many of the designers’ high tempera- 
ture problems and plastics materials 
are widely used as dielectrics, the basis 
for printed circuits and the sealing of 
component assemblies. 

Displayed at the exhibition was plas- 
tic-cased electrolytic capacitors which 
have improved operating characteristics, 
and the “Hyperlytic” low-voltage elec- 
trolytic capacitor with low leakage 
characteristics, having a life-span of 
10 years. 

Improvement was shown in types of 
transistors now available commercially, 
both in high-frequency characteristics 
and power-handling. Several firms fea- 
tured the new 110°-television tube — 
which enables a big picture television 
set to be considerably reduced in back- 
to-front depth. One 110°-tube showed 
a saving of more than 8%” in length 
compared with the 70° counterpart and 
5” saving over the 90° tube. 

A Ferranti tube was exhibited which 
entirely eliminates the use of glass. 
Of ceramic construction, the tube is 
claimed to be of particular value where 
reliability and size are important, Also 
shown were heat-dissipating tube shields 
which can either be “designed in” to 
new equipment or fitted to existing ap- 
paratus, 


Cathode-ray Tube 
Rejuvenator Displayed 

Among the electronic instruments was 
a cathode-ray tube rejuvenator for use 
by television service departments. A 
transistorized field cable test set was 
introduced which enables an operator to 
locate a break in a multiwire cable by 
running a capacitative probe along the 
outside of the cable. An inductive probe 
can be substituted for locating shorts 
between conductors. 


For special application, small batter- 
jes are being developed, one, a mercury 
cell measuring only 1/80th of a cubic 
inch, yet able to power a hidden hear- 
ing-aid for 36 hours. This type of minute 
battery is being used in pill-sized medi- 
cal diagnostic apparatus in which the 
whole instrument is swallowed by the 
patient. 


Production of radio and electronic 
components in Great Britain increased 
nearly 8 times in volume and 10 times 
in value between 1946 and 1958. In 


(Continued on page 37) 
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German Timepiece Production Falls 


Slightly Short of Postwar Peak 


The West German clock and watch industry in 1958 recorded a 
slight drop in production from the postwar peak the year before. 

Although foreign demand for German timepieces slowed, the re- 
sultant 2.3 percent drop in exports was not considered substantial. The 
United States, whose purchases were off about 2 percent, was again 
Germany’s leading customer. In addition to reduced exports, German 
producers lost a small share of their domestic market to imported time- 


pieces. 


Imports rose about 10 percent above those in 1957, a development 


viewed with concern by the industry. 


Sufficient investment outlays reportedly were made to increase 
productive efficiency of the industry’s present capacity, 85 percent of 
which in 1958 was utilized through new rationalization methods and 


processes. 


Production and sales in 1959 are not expected to exceed 1958 levels. 
The industry looks forward to long-range benefits of the Common Mar- 
ket which promises substantial advantages for the Federal Republic’s 


horological industry. 
Production Off Some 


Output of the German horological in- 
dustry was estimated at 540 million 
German marks, slightly below the level 
of the previous year when production 
reached a postwar peak of 5478 mil- 
lion marks (1 German mark = US$0.238). 
The obvious decline was offset by a 
moderate rise in the price level of 
horological goods. The decrease, par- 
ticularly in foreign demand, was re- 
sponsible for the production drop. 

Domestic consumers showed increased 
preference for elegant steel alarm and 
travel clocks and automatic watches. 


43 Percent of Output Exported 


Total exports in 1958, valued at 248 
million marks and down 2.3 percent, 
decreased for the first time in several 
years. About 43 percent of total pro- 
duction was exported. Several factors 
affected exports—lower levels of inter- 
national economic activity, intensifica- 
tion of trade restrictions by a number 
of Germany’s customers, and overall 
keener domestic and international com- 
petition. 

Sales to India and New Zealand 
dropped drastically. Ireland continued 
to impose a high tariff on imports of 
timepieces; English products, delivered 
to Ireland under the Imperial Prefer- 
ence System, enjoyed a 20 percent tar- 
iff advantage over similar West Ger- 
man goods. Great Britain continued to 
protect its clock and watch industry 
by imposing quotas and high tariffs. 
Some improvement was observed in the 
French market beginning in 1959, tar- 
iffs were lowered by 10 percent and 
quotas were increased some, Exports 
to Poland and U.S.S.R. rose, but those 
to communist China fell sharply. 
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Percentage of exports by areas, with 
1957 figures in parentheses, were as 
follows: Europe 50 (46), of which Com- 
mon Market countries accounted for 
20.2 percent (19.5); Africa 6 (5); North 
and South America 32 (35) of which 
the U.S. accounted for 17.7 (19.4); Asia 
8 (10); and Australia 4 (4). 

Sales of clocks and watch movements 
in 1958 suffered in the world markets. 
Offsetting this decline, however, was a 
rise in sales of cases and unassembled 
parts both for timepieces, which in- 
clude every variety of clock, watch, or 
timing device. 


Imports Up 10 Precent 


German imports of horological prod- 
ucts rose in 1958 to a value of 70.2 mil- 
lion marks, almost 10 percent more 
than in 1957. Imports amounted to 
28.3 percent of exports, as against 25.3 
in 1957. Free trade in horological goods 
and low tariffs were said to have en- 
couraged ‘imports, which accounted for 
about 13 percent of aggregate produc. 
tion. Spokesmen for the industry indi- 
cated that West German manufac- 
turers regard imports of 10 or more 
percent of the aggregate production 
value with some uneasiness, probably 
because of the past year’s drop in sales. 

Switzerland was by far West Ger- 
many’s principal supplier and competi- 
tor, accounting for 86 percent of total 
timepiece imports. France and Italy 
supplied small amounts. 


Competition Keener 

International competition -has sharp- 
ened in the past few years, chiefly be- 
cause of growth in some nations and 
the establishment in others of clock and 
watch industries. For example, Switzer- 
land just 8 years ago supplied about 


— 


75 percent of the world’s production 
and now contributes only 50 percent, 
Aside from Switzerland and West Ger. 
many, other large producers are the 
United States, U.S.S.R., Japan, France 
and Great Britain. ) 

Local producers complained _ that 
Hungarian and communist Chinese 
sales abroad contributed to some stiff. 
ening of competition in 1958, which was 
felt particularly in standard alarm 
clocks. Hungary reportedly entered the 
export market for the first time in 1958. 
The Czechoslovaks stepped up output 
of horological goods, but their competi. 
tive influence has not yet been felt in 
world markets, U.S.S.R., with its wel 
equipped factories and large produc. 
tion, continued to be viewed by 
German manufacturers with concern, 


Investments in the industry tended 
to taper off, compared with previous 
years, although outlays were made to 
rationalize production wherever possi- 
ble to meet growing competition. 

A large U.S. company in 1959 bought 
two of Germany’s watch factories |p. 
cated in Pforzheim to take advantage 
of the Common Market. 


Representatives of the French, Swiss, 
and West German horological associa. 
tions met on several occasions for the 
purpose of improving cooperation among 
the industries of the three countries 
without violating cartel provisions of 
the European Economic Community 
(EEC) Treaty. 

Little change in production and 
sales of timepieces is foreseen for 1959 
as new orders booked at the end of 
1958 were lower than in 1957. 

Although the EEC is not expected to 
provide any immediate increased ac. 
tivity, the industry looks forward to 
long range effects of the Common Mar 
ket. The industry is bracing itself for 
stiffer and growing world competition, 
—U.S. Consulate, Stuttgart. 





Japan Allocates Funds 
To Import Hides, Skins 


The Japanese Government has al- 
located $24,644,000 for the import of 
hides and skins, set at 62,400 tons for 
the fiscal year April 1, 1959, to March 
31, 1960, according to Leather, Shoes, 
and Allied Products Division, U.S. De 
partment of Commerce. 

Of the total allocation, $14,729,000 
was earmarked for purchase of 41,60 
tons of U.S. hides and skins. The re 


. mainder was set aside for purchases of 


20,800 tons from Australia, New Zea 
land, and other hide-producing areas. 

In first half of the year, Japan ex 
pected to import a total of 30,200 tons 
of hides at a cost of $11,874,000. This 
amount includes 20,100 tons from the 
United States and 10,100 tons from 
other sources.—U.S. Embassy, Tokyo 
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“New Italian Car To 
Be Exported to U.S. 


The new Italian Fiat 1800 model 

ger car, produced as a four- 
door sedan and a station wagon, will 
be exported to the United States soon, 
gecording to company officials. 


Two engine sizes are available, a 
normal 1795 cubic centimeter engine— 
SAE rating 85 hp.—and a larger 2054 
cubic centimeter engine—SAE rating 
9% hp. The car has a 104 5/16-inch 
wheelbase, about 4 inches shorter than 
the smaller American cars. Both 
the sedan and the station wagon 

with the larger engine will be 
sold in the United States. Export prices 
have not yet been fixed. 


Domestic f.o.b. Turin prices have 
been announced as $2,376 for the 
sedan and $2,640 for the station wagon 

with the smaller engine, For 
an additional charge of $120 the same 
models are equipped with the more 
powerful larger engine. 


Fiat does not expect large sales of 
the sedan model in the United States 
but believes the station wagon may 
prove attractive to the American pub- 
lic. In styling, equipment, and perform- 
ance, the Fiat 1800 model may prove to 
be a strong competitor to German and 
French cars of this price range. 

The new car was first shown at the 
Geneva Automobile Salon in March, 
On April 15, the company planned to 
show the car to the Italian public for 
the first time-——U.S. Consulate, Turin. 


London Electronic ... 


(Continued from page 35) 

16, output was 250 million compo- 
nents, valued at £10 million compared 
with 1,950 million components, or nearly 
8 million each working day, valued at 
£100 million last year (£1.00—US$2.80). 
Exports of components and sound re- 
producing products in 1958 were valued 
at nearly £21 million, an increase of 
5 percent over 1957. 

There were 180 exhibitors at the fair 
which was attended by 21,000 visitors, 
300 of whom were from 41 countries. 


ae Show To Be 
Held Biennially 


The exhibition has grown to such an 
extent that, starting in 1961, the Com- 
ponent Show will be held biennially. 
Therefore, no British Radio and Elec- 
tronic Component Exhibition will be 
held next year. 

A copy of the official catalog and 
buyers guide of the exhibition and a 
copy of the U.S. Embassy Despatch 
Teporting the fair are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
US. Department of Commerce, Wash- 

25, D.C.—U.S. Embassy, London. 
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Panama Leather Output Steady 


Panama’s 1958 leather footwear pro- 
duction, estimated at 350,000 to 400,000 
pairs, was approximately the same as 
the 1957 output, according to the 
Leather, Shoes, and Allied Products 
Division, U.S. Department of Commerce, 

About 50 percent of this production 
consisted of men’s shoes, 40 percent 
women’s footwear, and 10 percent chil- 
dren’s types. Children’s shoes usually 
constitute a larger percentage of the 
total production, but a change in the 
import pattern in 1957 and 1958 resulted 
in a decreased demand for domestically 
produced children’s shoes in 1958. 

Almost all of the uppers and about 
70 percent of the soles for men’s and 


- boys’ shoes were of leather. For wom- 


en’s and girls’ shoes, plastics were used 
in increasing amounts for soles, heels, 
and some uppers, but leather constituted 
about 80 percent of all materials used 
in these shoes. 

Panama now produces about 98 per- 
cent of the leather consumed by the 
local footwear industry but the leather 
is not graded, Suede, a small amount 
of top-quality leather, and all of the 
other materials, such as-plastics and 
linings are imported exclusively from 
the United States. 

For the heavier styles of men’s shoes 
the Goodyear welt process is preferred; 
for the lighter styles, the McKays and 
cemented processes, with a trend toward 
the latter, are used. Boys’ shoes are 
made almost entirely by the stitchdown 
method and women’s and girls’ shoes 
are made by the McKays and cemented 
methods. 

Two major factors which favorably 
affect domestic production are Govern- 
ment protection for national industries 
and the ready availability of a labor 
force of semiskilled workérs. The Pan- 
amanian Government protects the na- 
tional shoe industry by means of an 
import duty of $3.50 per gross kilogram 
on all leather footwear except sports 
shoes 


U.S. Main Supplier 


Panama imports but does not export 
leather footwear. Imports of footwear 
in 1958 totaled 150,357 pairs valued at 
$329,229, of which the United States 
supplied 147,395 pairs valued at $322,- 
204. Imports in 1957 amounted to 270,322 
pairs valued at $787,866 and 259,324 


pairs valued at $759,461 were from the > 


United States. In 1956, imports totaled 
186,505 pairs valued at $564,951 and the 
United States supplied 181,587 pairs 
valued at $550,099. 

The 50-percent increase between 1956 
and 1957 and the 40-percent decline 
from 1957 to 1958, is explained by a 
new and higher tariff schedule imposing 
a duty on a “per pair” basis went into 
effect on January 1, 1958. A substantial 
part of 1957's unusually high import 


and the 1958 decrease are attributed in 
part to stockpiling in anticipation of 
this new tariff. 

While it is still too early to observe 
the full impact of the new tariff, there 
are indications that it will force a 
substantial decrease in the import of 
low-and medium-priced shoes in all age- 
sex categories, but particularly in men’s 
and boys’ shoes. 

The annual per capita consumption of 
shoes in Panama in 1958 was approxi- 
mately 0.6 pairs. However, of the total 
population of the country, an estimated 
40 percent—mostly Indians in the in- 
terior regions—do not prefer leather 
shoes. : 

Although the prices of leather foot- 
wear vary greatly, depending on style 
and quality, the following are repre- 
sentative retail prices for popular types: 
Men’s moccasins, $8.95; men’s dress 
shoes $9 to $11; women’s moccasins, 
$3.95 to $5.95; women’s high-heel shoes, 
about $9. 

The average hourly wage of a Pana- 
manian working in the Republie of 
Panama is substantially lower than that 
of his counterpart in the United States. 
In terms of hours worked, therefore, 
a pair of shoes is expensive for the 
average Panamanian consumer and 
shoes are chosen with much more con- 
cern for utility, versatility, and service- 
ability than in the United States.—U.S. 
Embassy, Panama. 


APPPPPIPIIPIPEPIPIPIPEIEIEIIEIIEIIEA 


French Uranium Plant 
Completed Early 


A new uranium plant at Malvezy, 
in southern France, has been com- 
pleted ahead of schedule, and its 
first test of production was to 
have been made on April 1, accord- 
ing to the press. Official production, 
however, will not begin until July 1. 

The Malvezy installation will pro- 
duce about 1,000 tons of uranium 
annually for nuclear purposes. The 
only similar French plant, at Bou- 
chet, south of Paris, produces about 
300 tons a year. 

The plant was constructed by 
two chemical companies under di- 
rection of the French Atomic En- 
ergy Commission. It will be operat- 
ed for the French Government by 
Societe d’Etudes et de Traitement 
de l'Uranium, representing the par- 
ticipating companies. 

This new plant will treat uranite 
to produce uranium and will also 
recycle the uranium liquid coming 
from the Marcoule atomic energy 
installation.—U.S. Consulate Gen- 
eral Marseille. 


APPAPAAPIPAPEIRIPIPEIEIIEEIEIPEIPEA 
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U.S. Largest Truck 
Exporter, 5th in Cars 


Although the United States continued 
in 1958 to be the world’s leading truck 
exporter by a substantial margin, it 
ranked fifth place last year as a world 
car exporter, according to “World Ex- 
ports of New Motor Vehicles in 1958,” 
published in chart form by Automotive 
World. The special tabulation analyzes 
the 1958 new car, truck, and bus ex- 
ports from the 8 major vehicle export- 
ing countries to 136 different countries. 
Last year these eight countries, accord- 
ing to the tabulation, exported 2,061,442 
vehicles—a 9 percent increase over the 
1957 total. 

Germany continued to be the world’s 
largest automobile exporter last year 
with 643,350 units, a 28-percent increase 
over its total for 1957. 

Other countries in their order of im- 
portance, as automobile exporters were 
Great Britain, 428,044 units; France, 
317,716 units; Italy, 161,130 units; the 
United States, 121,638 units; Sweden, 
31,636 units; Canada, 13,410 units; and 
Japan, 2,353 units. 

Japan was not a significant factor 
as a world car exporter in 1958, but it 
showed a 600-percent increase over its 
1957 car export total. 

As a truck exporting nation, the 
United States was in first place with 
148,932 units exported. Germany fol- 
lowed—but not closely—and Great Brit- 
ain was in third place. 

The United States last year was by 
far the largest single market for Euro- 
pean car exporters, taking 23 percent 


PRPPPPPPPPPPPPPPAIPPISIIPPIIN 


Output of Italian Car in 
Argentina Proposed 


The Argentine firm, Metalme- 
chanica S.A., has announced its 
proposal to manufacture the small 
Italian De Carlo passenger car and 
light cargo truck. 

The proposal contemplates an an- 
nual output of 30,000 units, basic 
production to be carried out in the 
firm’s Buenos Aires province fac- 
tory. General Motors Argentina will 
assemble the vehicles at its plant 
and the German firm of Bayerische 
Motoren Werke (BMW) will pro- 
vide technical assistance and en- 
gines for the vehicles. 

Production would start in Sep- 
tember or October 1959, if the 
proposal is approved by the Argen- 
tine Government. Capitalization 
planned for Metalmechanica was 
given as 700 million pesos.—U:S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires. 
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of Germany’s total car exports, 36 per- 
cent of Great Britain’s, 39 percent of 
France's, 18 percent of Italy’s, and 60 
percent of Sweden's. 


In 1958 other leading car importers 
were Belgium with 131,639 units; Swe- 
den, 117,786 units; Union of South 
Africa, 106,594 units; and Canada, 102,- 
216 units. The largest Latin American 
car importer in 1958 was Venezuela 
with 38,509 units. 

Brazil was the world’s largest truck 
importer, with purchases of 49,449 units 
in 1958. 


Use of Oil in U.K. 
Increases Further 


Oil consumption in the United King- 
dom increased 25.3 percent in 1958 
compared with the preceding year. 

Total consumption reached 31,065,629 
tons. Fuel-oil use—10,581,788 tons—was 
up 52.7 percent, the largest gain which 
was attributed to increasing use for 
central heating and steam raising. De- 
liveries of gas-diesel oil increased by 
27.6 percent and again its use in central 
heating .advanced substantially. 

Gasoline deliveries at 6,623,508 tons 
were up 15.3 percent whereas the use of 
derv—diesel-engined road vehicle—fuel 
increased by 14.2 percent to 2,049,465 
tons. 

One of the most noteworthy features 
of the oil consumption pattern in 1958 
was the expansion of deliveries of burn- 
ing oil, chiefly used in domestic space 
heaters. Consumption of this product 
increased by 41.4 percent over 1957 to 
1,124,474 tons. Use of petroleum gases— 
propane and butane—also showed a 
gain of 22.1 percent at 89,195 tons. Con- 
sumption of aviation fuels, however, de- 
clined. 

Comparisons with 1957 give an in- 
flated aspect to 1958 consumption since 
deliveries in 1957 were reduced as a 
result of the Suez crisis. For example, 
in 1957, gasoline increased only 4.7 
percent over 1956. The overall increase, 
however, in 1958 consumption over that 
for 1956 was 23.2 percent, thus indicat- 
ing that oil continues to make impres- 
sive gains in the United Kingdom en- 
ergy picture. 








Paris Domestic ... 


(Continued from page 34) 

francs to 14,000 francs a square meter, 
depending on location, to which was 
added the cost of compulsory insurance 
at the rate of 13 francs a thousand for 
a minimum value of 50,000 francs cover- 
ing fire, theft, and other standard risks 
except breakage. 


1960 Applications Due Soon 

The next Domestic Arts Exhibition 
is scheduled for February 25-March 
23, 1960, at the Grand Palais, Paris. 
Intention to participate should be filed 


French Photo Goods 
Shows Upward Trend 


French production of photographic 
film, paper, and plates in the first ¢ 
months of 1958 shows a decided upwarg 
trend and is expected to exceed 39 
million square meters for the full year 
according to the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U.S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce. 

Production of these products totaled 
24,500,800 square meters in 1957, g 
slight increase over the preceding year 
(1 square meter=about 10.76 square 
feet). 

Motion-picture film totaled 2,942.00 
square meters in 1957, a decline of 
15.5 percent compared with 1956. Nega. 
tive film production in the past 3 years 
has been declining. Should the produc. 
tion trend established in the first 6 
months of 1958 continue, total output 
for that year will exceed any other 
previous year. 

Other photographic film production 
declined slightly in 1957 compared with 
1956, but if the rate of production con. 
tinued for the second half of 1958, a 
substantial increase will be recorded 

Photographic plate output continued 
to decline. Sensitized photographic 
paper, on the other hand, increased 
slightly in 1957 over 1956, but a much 
higher gain was expected to be regis. 
tered in 1958. 





Plans for Dental Supply 
Plant in Italy Advance 


Plans for establishing a factory near 
Naples, Italy, to make dental equip- 
ment and supplies are underway. 

If the schedule is adhered to, the 
plant should be ready to begin initial 
operations—packaging dental chemicals 
shipped from the United States—by 
the end of this year. 

An Italian corporation, Kerr Italia, 
S.p.A., with head offices at Via Gug- 
lielmo Sanfelice 24, Naples, has been 
organized, Also the land in the town 
of Scafati, between Naples and Salerno, 
has been bought. Architect’s drawings 
for the plant have been prepared and 
are under study. Construction is sup 
posed to begin within a few months 
and to require about 6 months for com- 
pletion —U.S. Consulate General, 
Naples. 
with Salon des Arts Menagers, Grand 
Palais, Paris, before July 15, 1959. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
fair are available on loan from the US. 





Department of Commerce Field Offices, 


in Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, New 
York, San Francisco, or Seattle, as well 
as from the {Trade Development Div: 
sion, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D.C.—U.S, Embassy, 
Paris. . 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





ximbank Grants Credit 
To Private Industries 


Five credits in the currencies of Fin- 
Jand, Greece, Italy, and Peru to assist 
programs of private industrial and com- 
mercial expansion in those countries 
have been announced by the Export-Im- 
port Bank of Washington. 


The credits were authorized by the 
Bank’s Board of Directors under Sec- 
tion 104(e) of P. L. 480 (The Agricul- 
tural Trade and Development Act). This 
provides that the Export-Import Bank 
may receive, for lending to private en- 
terprise, a percentage of the proceeds 
jn local currencies derived from sales by 
the United States of agricultural com- 
modities. 

The credits in Finland, Italy, and 
Greece are the first authorized for those 
countries. The five credits, with dollar 
equivalents shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


Finland—Oy Esso ab, a subsidiary of 
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, 340 
million markkas ($1,059,000). For 
expansion of terminal facilities for 
distribution of petroleum products, par- 
ticularly in northern Finland where 
increased industrialization is expected. 
Repayable in 10 years. 


Greece— Mobil Oil Hellas A. E., sub- 
sidiary of Soconomy Mobil Oil Co., New 
York, 15 million drachmas ($498,000). 
For facilities for the storage and dis- 
tribution of petroleum products. Re 
payable in 3 years. 


Italy—Supermarkets Italiani S.p.A., 
an affiliate of the International Basic 
Economy Corp., 625,000,000 lira ($1 
million). To assist in financing the con- 
struction of a supermarket, a bakery 
and an ice cream plant in Milan. Re- 
payable in 6 years. 

Peru—Malteria Lima S.A., a Peru- 
vian corporation, 15,650,000 soles ($650,- 
000). To help finance the construction 
of a malting plant which will improve 
the market in Peru for U. S. barley. 
Repayable in 5 years. 

Fabrica Nacional de Calzado “El 
Triunfo” S.A., an affiliate of the Gen- 
eral Shoe Corp., Nashville, Tennessee, 
2,200,000 soles ($91,000). To finance the 
acquisition of buildings and equipment 
for the expansion of the manufacture of 
shoes. Repayable in 5 years. 





Portugal’s imports of unmanufactured 
tobacco in 1958 totaled 12.5 million 
pounds—up about 7 percent from 1957, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Imports from the United States, at 
66 million pounds in both years, repre- 
tenied 57 percent of the total in 1957 
and 53 percent in 1958. 
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Contracting Parties to GATT 
Convene in Fourteenth Session 


Important issues of international trade policy confront the 37 
countries that are signatory to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), convened in Geneva on May 11 for their 14th General 
Session, the Department of State has announced. 


Major Issues To Be Considered 

Among the major issues requiring 
action is the U.S. proposal that the 
Contracting Parties undertake another 
general round of traiff negotations in 
1960. After this proposal was submitted 
by Under Secretary of State Douglas 


Dillon at the 13th Session, a committee 
was appointed to meet during the inter- 
sessional period and to prepare recom- 
mendations on sponsorship, scope, site, 
and negotiating rules. The Contracting 
Parties will consider the committee’s 
recommendations at this session. 


The steady improvement in Western 
Europe’s payments position in recent 
years has raised certain issues for the 
Contracting Parties. The GATT speci- 
fies that with certain exceptions quanti- 
tative restrictions should be used to 
curtail imports only when required to 
safeguard a country’s foreign exchange 
reserves by bringing payments back into 
balance with receipts. The International 
Monetary Fund, in 1957, found that the 
German Federal Republic was no longer 
in balance-of-payments difficulties and, 
according to the provisions of the 
GATT, this meant that Germany would 
have to dismantle most of its quantita- 
tive controls. The Germans have made 
some progress in getting rid of quanti- 
tative restrictions, but their continued 
maintenance of others has raised im- 
portant issues of conformity with GATT 
principles. The German question will 
again be considered by the Contracting 
Parties at this Session. 


Other Problems Discussed 


Other important issues before the 
Contracting Parties include the report 
of a second intersessional committee 
that has been studying ways of expand- 
ing international trade in agricukural 
commodities. The report of this com- 
mittee will recommend that individual 
contracting parties consult with a com- 
mittee’ in regard to the agricultural 
restrictions that they are imposing, in 
much the same way as they now consult 
on quantitative restrictions, In this way 
the committee hopes to delineate the 
problems and to point the way to a 
reduction of restrictions. 

A third intersessional committee, 
charged with responsibility for recom- 
mending ways to expand international 
trade with particular reference to the 
exports of less-developed countries, will 





submit its work program to the Con- 
tracting Parties. 

The request of Yugoslavia to par- 
ticipate in the work of the Contracting 
Parties on an associate basis will also 
come up at the 14th Session. While not 
prepared to assume the full obligations 
of a contracting party to the GATT, 
the Yugoslavs would like to bring their 
trade and their commercial procedures 
more closely into line with those of the 
other GATT signatories, and are seek- 
ing to do so through a form of associate 
participation, 

In addition, the Session will deal with 
a number of other matters including 
actions taken by certain Latin Amer- 
ican countries to supplement their ef- 
fective tariff rates by the imposition of 
surcharges, the application of Israel] for 
accession to the GATT, further con- 
sideration of the impact of the over- 
seas territories provisions of the Rome 
Treaty on the trade of third countries, 
a number of complaints by governments 
against specific actions taken by other 
governments, and various proposals for 
improving procedures, 

W. T. M. Beale, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Economic Affairs, 
is Chairman of the U.S. Delegation to 
the Session; Bradley Fisk, Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of Commerce for 
International Affairs, is Vice Chairman. 


New York Firm Indicted for 
Export Control Violations 


The Grand Jury for the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of New 
York, on April 29, returned an indict- 
ment against Minthorne International 
Co., Inc., an export firm of New York 
City, and Edwin J. Sorkin, the firm’s 
office manager, for violation of U.S. ex- 
port control regulations, the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, has announced. 

The indictment is in two counts. On 
one count, Minthorne and Sorkin were 
charged with having exported, in 1956, 
a strategic electron tube, valued at 
about $440, without obtaining the re- 
quired validated export license from 
BFC. The other count charged them 
with having falsely described the tube 
on the shipper’s export declaration as 
a different tube, valued at about $15, 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Foreign Excess Property 
Entry Change Proposed 


A proposal to amend Foreign Excess 
Property Order No. 1 (Revised) to 
permit importation of certain foreign 
excess property in bond for purposes 
other than reexport was announced 
May 13 by the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, 


The proposed amendment appeared in 
the Federal Register on May 12 as a 
Notice of Proposed Rule Making. 


BDSA explained that applications to 
import foreign excess property for 
specialized uses or purposes, or for 
conversion into a different form of 
property were sometimes received from 
importers. Foreign excess property is 
property disposed of abroad by a U:S. 
Government agency. These applications 
could not be granted under existing law 
if the property in the form in which it 
was to be imported failed to relieve a 
domestic shortage, or if its importation 
in that form was not otherwise benefi- 
cial to the economy of this country. 
Under the proposed amendment such 
property may be imported in bond for 
the specialized use or purpose or for 
conversion if the requested use or dis- 
position of the property satisfies the 


DLF Signs $5-Million Loan 


For Institution in Israel 





Signing of a loan agreement by 
which the U.S. Development Loan 
Fund will lend $5 million to the the 
Israel Industrial Institution, Ltd., to 
help finance the expansion of small 
private enterprises in Israel through 
medium- and long-term loans, has been 
announced by the Department of State. 
“Approval of this loan had been pre- 
viously announced. = 

The Israel Industrial Institution will 
relend the dollar exchange provided by 
the DLF loan to small business enter- 
prises which must procure equipment 
or materials abroad. The loan will thus 
assist the efforts of Israel to stimulate 
industrialization badly needed to bal- 
ance the predominantly agricultural 
economy. 


statutory criteria and if the importer 


gives bond against diversion of the 
property to an unauthorized use. 
Interested persons are invited to 


submit written views on the proposed 
amendment to the Foreign Excess 
Property Officer, Room 4221, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C., within 20 days of publication of 
the proposed amendment in the Federal 
Register. The time for submission of 
comments expires on June 1, 1959, 
Unless adverse comments require a 
change in plans the proposed amend- 
ment will be placed in effect in about 
30 days. 





U.S. Export Privileges 
Denied to N.Y. Company 


Magna Mercantile Co., Vincent Vinci, 
its owner, and Anthony Greco, Vinci's 
general assistant, all of New York City, 
have been denied all U.S. export privi- 
leges for 2 months because of illegal 
export of electronic equipment from the 
United States, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, has announced. 

BFC’'s order, effective June 1, also 
places the named parties on probation 
for 10 months following the 2 months’ 
denial with a possibility of an addition- 
al 10 months’ denial if the probation is 
breached. 

BFC said the export control viola- 
tions, which involved an aggregate of 
over $20,000 worth of electronic tubes 
and transistors exported in 1957-58, came 
about through Vinci’s manipulations 
to avoid declaring the goods to US. 
Customs and also to avoid having to 
apply for the individual export licenses 
which were then required for most of 
the transactions. Aided by Greco in 
most of the violations, Vinci employed 
several devices to evade export control 
and customs regulations. Some of the 
tubes and transistors were misrepre- 
sented to Customs as goods exportable 
under general licenses; others were 
smuggled out of the country, either 
by Vinci or by other persons with Vinci's 
and Greco’s connivance. 

In détermining the length of the 
suspension, BFC took into consideration 
the fact that all of the goods were de- 
livered to Italy and not transshipped 


—se 


to any prohibited destination; the par. 
ties’ cooperation during BFC’s investiga. 
tion; and the substantial volume of 
business carried on by the firm which 
will be affected by the order. 

Under BFC’s order, the named par. 
ties, and any other person or firm with 
whom they may be associated in the 
conduct of trade, are prohibited from 
receiving, disposing, financing or other. 
wise participating in any U.S. exports, 
either directly or indirectly. The order 
further states that no act or service 
concerning U.S. exports shall be per- 
formed for them by any person or firm 


New York... 


(Continued from page 39) 
which could be shipped without prior 
application to BFC. 

BFC officials stated that the ship- 
ment was to a West German custom. 
er of Minthorne. Prior to the ship- 
ment, Minthorne and Sorkin had been 
notified by BFC that it would reject all 
applications for licenses to export goods 
to the West German firm because its 
activities in transshipping goods to So 
viet bloc destinations made the fim 
an undesirable trade connection. 

Evidence for the indictment was de 
veloped by BFC’s investigators. Assist- 
ant U.S. Attorney Kevin Thomas Duffy 
presented the case to the Grand Jury. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $5 a 
year ($3.25 additional for foreign 
nailing). 


Name........ silicate eeiails — 
OTE TET 


CiFY....ncccccscvree LOMC..cccrce SHONO.ccccome 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Super 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Ee 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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